OF Till-: 

MAIIRATTA AND PINBAJ1REE 
CAMPAIGN, 

DURING 1817, 1818, AND 1819, 

UNDV'.n TUP. lllllCCTKJN OV THK 

MARQUIS OL> HASTINGS: 

Ctlim'l.Y KMiMlACINi; TIU ni'l'llATIONH Or Till'. 

SU'iuy of tljc Dfrluiii, 

UNinm 'run COMMAND oc ins Kxci'.u.r.Ncv 
1.1KUT..GEN. SIR T. IIIKI.OP, BART. O.C.B. 

wini 
SOME PAHTICULAIIS AND HEM AUKS. 



Ncc siuni Mc<l9 cquitiire 
'I'c IJucc. 




LONDON : 

V HINTED I'Oll K. WJM.1AMH, 11, STRAND, 

UOOKSKI.LKR TO TIU: KING, 

AND TO Till'. UUKt ANU DUCIIKSI Of YORK, 
AMI) BOI.I) 1IY AM. DTllllll IIDOKSRM.EIIM, 

1820. 



\ ''. 

\l 



,-v*-;: 
/.-*- " 



SUMMARY 

OF THE 

MAHRATTA ANB PINDARREE CAMPAIGN 

DURING 

1817, 1818, AND 1819. 



Aitrungabatl, \5thApril, 1819. 

MY DEAR L. 

In compliance with your earnest so- 
licitations, I shall run over in detail for you, 
an account of our doings and operations in 
India within the last three years. I shall give 
you the ups and downs, the fair and dark sides, 
without affection or leaning towards this side 
or that You will yourself, and your friends, 
make allowances for any deficiency of style, 
and the loose, or unconnected manner in which 
I may he possibly obliged to introduce scraps 
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throughout my detail : in short, being quite 
out of character as a scribbler, as you yourself 
would be, wercyoii dressed in my red coat, and 
called upon to shew off at our new sword ex- 
ercise, you must make every allowance for me, 
and endeavour to glean from these pages some 
little amusement or interest in the affairs of 
India, and of your numerous friends in that 
quarter; if they can impart cither one or the 
other, my highest and only expectation will be 
fully gratified. I shall try as nearly as possible 
to embrace the causes, the features, and the in- 
cidents of the late campaign in India; and hav- 
ing been myself a partaker throughout of the 
toils, and personally borne a part in most of 
the principal occurrences and affairs in the 
army of the Deckan, you will have one satis- 
faction in perusing this account, that it comes 
from one on the spot, in the thick of the bustle, 
and whose only object is to speak to facts, and 
to point out to blemishes. Let*us therefore 
proceed. 



I visited Calcutta early in 1817, when a tem- 
porary lull from the horrors and devastations 
committed by the 4 Pindarrees, afforded a moment 
for reflection on the growing power of these 
marauders, and forcibly reminded the Supreme 
Government of the necessity of measures of a 
different temper from those heretofore adopted, 
towards theirsuppression and extirpation. There 
was scarcely a day when some fresh rumour of 
barbarity or plunder by that banditti, on the 
Company's provinces, did not pervade and 
shock the public ear in Calcutta; and, during 
this season of general alarm and disgust, the 
local Governments of India seemed to consider 
the evil passed away like the monsoon, without 
any effort or plan suited to arrest its fast rising 
mischief. A few small detachments on the 
Narbudcla, and the western frontier of Bengal, 
were the only check upon the advance of those 
hordes; but latterly, a summary mode of treat- 
ment to such Pindarrecs as were taken prisoners 
pointed out to the whole body the serious game 
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that was in future to be dealt to them, AS nil 
quarter ceased to be given, and they were exe- 
cuted on the spot. 

It was generally believed, that the want of 
the sanction of the home authorities, alone pre- 
vented the Earl of Moira from undertaking at 
an earlier period the plan which has been since 
so successfully pursued and followed up; but 
the season at length arrived when his Kxccl- 
Icncy, unfettered by any restrictions, was au- 
thorized .to commence and prosecute his own 
policy and schemes, to the riddance of those 
enemies of all peace and order. 

It may he proper here. to glance for a mo- 
ment at the general state of India, and the par- 
ticular posture of affairs, when Lord Moira 
assumed charge of the Supreme Government in 
1813. 

Looking back to the middle of the last cen- 
tury, when the British power commenced giv- 
ing .some weight to the politics of India, Mr. 
Dow observes, " Hindostau is at present tovn 
to pieces by factions. All laws divine and hn- 



limn arc trampled under foot. Instead of one 
tyrant, as in the times of the empire, the 
country now groans under thousands, and the 
voice of the oppressed multitude reaches hea- 
ven. It would, therefore, he promoting the 
cause of justice and humanity, to pull those, 
petty tyrants from the height to which their 
vilhmies have raised them, and to give to so 
many millionsof mankind, a governmeiUfoijmletl 
upon the principles of virtue and justice," In- 
dia, thus over-run for ages past, and until the 
appearance of the British distracted by inter- 
nal wars and commotions, could not attach any 
hope of durability to ihe conquest of the grcdt- 
CHt or the best of their rulers: the people na- 
turally looked for a change of masters in the 
constant succession of wars or invasion; and 
these ephemeral conquerors had scarce time to 
establish a form of government for their newly 
acquired provinces, before they themselves 
Were compelled to look nearer homo, and fre- 
quently lo calculate upon an immediate sur- 
render of their Heeling conquests. Amidst 
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these vicissitudes of government and succession 
of rulers, all property was precarious, and the 
. people were naturally exposed to the severest 
laws and the most arbitrary exactions. A season 
of rapine past, they were possibly relieved I'm- a 
short time from a second visit, and enjoyed 
during this wretched calm of poverty but a 
short repose, until either their industry or opu- 
lence bentagain on then] asecoml visit from their 
rapacious masters. In this manner, sccimly to 
be found in no country or government of Ilin- 
dostan, all confidence was banished the land, 
and no man's property could be considered hiy 
own; the unwarlike and timid Indian .stooped 
or fled on the approach of danger, seldom daring 
to oppose force or strength to the "most unli- 
censed plunderer, or demand, 

Iivour first steps in India we were, na all wise 
nations should be, cautious in 7iot despising our 
enemy ; we proceeded with address and circum- 
spection, and were only at first desirous !o es- 
tablish Factories where we had been hurried into 
Governments; I say hurried, because, whenever 



we were compelled to -try our hand, and ap- 
plied with energy our resources or tactics 
against our enemies in India, \VG never failed 
to defeat them, and thus hecame sovereigns of 
countries before we ceased to be factors. 

Possibly better had it been for England, had 
she totid in the first instance a braver people to 
have contended with, which might have af- 
forded us equal commercial advantages, and, in 
the character of a more serious government and 
people, have checked the precipitance and am- 
bition of our early governments; but accident, 
and the nature of things in Asia, more than any 
desire on our part, has brought the load upon 
us: let us now see to carry it. 

The home authorities, particularly the Court 
of Directors, had been anxious to place men of 
moderate ambition, and of moderate minds, 
at the head of the Supreme. Government, ever 
since the close of the Marquis Wcllesley's ad- 
ministration. Affrighted at the grandeur and 
magnitude of that nobleman's plans, and thun- 
derstruck at the sudden pressure of his heavy 



demands without regard to the objects, the 
causes, and effects of his lordship's policy, they 
would have almost, in their own narrowness ol' 
calculation, revoked his deeds, and annulled 
that code of policy that was imperiously de- 
manded at the moment, and which alone saved 
India from French influence, and consequently 
the British interest from inevitable destruction. 
It was, in short, a contest between the British 
and French power in India ; the one or the other 
must have been triumphant ; the eyes of all the 
Native powers were steadily fixed upon the 
contending parties, and whoever dealt the blow 
with most success on his adversary, was sure 
to have had the respect at least, if not the ad- 
miration, of the surrounding states. 

The French government, on the subversion 
and overthrow of their power on (he coast of 
ludia, and the fall of their favourite Tippoo 
Sultan, turned their attention to a bold design 
upon central India, and, still in possession of 
Pondiclwrry, looked to .the port of Uallasorc, in 
CuUack, as a convenient key for the mirodm-- 



9 

lion of adventurers and military stores; and 
had this plan been as ably executed as it was 
devised, it would have been admirably calcu- 
lated to have recovered their fallen fortunes in 
the South; but the activity of our fleet, and 'the 
alacrity with which our land forces were moved 
10 the different points of attack, utterly defeated 
i hat project, and quickly terminated in the final 
dispersion of the French adventurers in those 
quarters. The In'ilish possessed the naval su- 
periority in the Indian Seas throughout this 
contest, with a numerous and well organised 
tinny ; the l/reuch had many officers of skill 
and talent entertained in the service of the 
Native states, and in command of corps; and 
they certainly seemed to be more the favourites 
than we were \vilh the different Native chiefs 
;;ml courts; the easy and happy versatility of thai" 
people adapting itself and assimilating more 
closely to the manners, languages, and dress of 
I he Eastern sovereigns. 

Such an aspect of affairs was sufficient to 
justify, on the part of the British government, 
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the utmost stretch of policy and means con- 
sistent with common forms of treaty; for 
there is no such condition as good faith with 
any Native power in Asia beyond its bare term, 
and the necessity of the moment. 

In the accomplishment of the Marquis Wcl- 
lesley's plans for the contest on our part, he 
very justly overlooked all minor considerations, 
and possibly, in his peremptory challenges and 
demands upon some of the Native governments, 
he might have overstepped the bounds of pru- 
dence and etiquette of European courts; but 
neither the season of the conflict, the character 
or order of things, and above all, the character 
of the enemy we had to cope with, rendered 
sxicli a scrupulous attention to positive forms 
necessary. The field was far off and wide; it 
only remained for his lordship to ascertain the 
disposition of the Native powers, whether they 
were friendly or hostile to us, to collect his 
means, and push at once the decision of the 
crisis. - The execution of the plan was as 
prompt as judicious, by first striking at the 



li 

fountain-head and rallying post of the French, 
in Tippoo; next at the dispersion of the French 
party atHydrabad; and latterly, defeating and 
dispersing the several trained and disciplined 
corps in the service of Scindca, Holkar, and the 
Rajah of Berar. Nothing short of the compre- 
hensive and vigorous mind of his lordship 
could have meditated these views, and nothing- 
hut the same energetic application of force 
could have ensured their complete execution. 
In the acquisition of territory and aggrandize- 
ment to our power that followed these mea- 
sures, we certainly extended our wings farther 
than they could well cover. But this was a 
consequence and not the object of the contest. 
Other noblemen, similarly situated with the 
Marquis Wellesley, would possibly have rested 
satisfied with the bare protection of our own 
territory, would have turned pale to have dreamt 
of his lordship's plans, and would have remained 
indifferent to any and all connections that the 
Native powers might wish to form, whether 
with European or Native powers. There is 



scarcely a Native prince in India who might not 
to-morrow be 'rendered a handle by any foreign 
power to disturb and supplant, not merely the. 
British government, but every other govern- 
ment, nay, every kind of established order or 
security. It became us then, and it becomes 
us as much now, to trust little to their treaties 
or their professions; whenever there is any 
danger or apprehension of intrigue or faction 
(imongst them, we must step forward to aid and 
steady them by our advice and firmness: it will 
never be sufficient for us to confine our views 
or political relations to the bare preservation of 
our possessions in India; we must look farther 
from us, and possess, not a remote, but an im- 
mediate interest and cause in the condition and 
changes of our neighbours; whatever affects 
them must, in its operation, bear upon us in 
some shape or other. 

The Marquis Wellesley had learned this by 
his insight, experience, and knowledge of the 
Native courts in India; his relations, therefore, 
were at once concise and absolute with these 
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powers; viz. "That under such weak Iwiuls 
the security of the British government and its 
allies is exposed to constant danger and en- 
croachment ; and that as yon cannot govern your 
own subjects, nor protect your own dominions, 
we invite and enjoin you to a community of 
interest with us; you shall rule your own sub- 
jects as you please, but we must be guardians as 
well as you of the internal stability and peace 
of your kingdom." 

Thus the Marquis Wellesley, when our armies 
in the former Mahratta war were opposed and 
impeded by the want of provisions and the aid of 
the Nizam's officers through his country, which 
he was bound by treaty to extend and observe, 
towards us, caused it at once to be intimated in 
public Durbar to the Nizam, that if our troops, 
in violation of existing treaties, met with any 
further difficulty in his dominions, the British 
government should consider him in the light of 
a public enemy, and act accordingly. This 
(inn lecture quickly brought the vacillating 
uml weak, monarch to his senses. The British 
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minister announced to him the orders lie had 
received, and requested a public Durbur for the 
occasion; and the. communication, vi'ry sorm 
extended its good effects to our several division 1 * 
proceeding through that country, who met with 
no further molestation. 

The Marquis Cornwallis succeeded' the Mar- 
quis Wellcsley as governor-general; nnd on his 
very arrival at Calcutta evinced, in his deport- 
ment to the Marquis Wcllcslcy, the disposition 
and- spirit of the home authorities, to husband 
the resources of the Company, and assume -u less 
lofty tone of government, It is said that Mar- 
quis Cormvallis, on his landing, refused entering 
the carnage of the Marquis Wcllesley until two 
or more of the horses were withdrawn; thus 
marking the proposed humility, of his ensuing 
administration. The Marquis Cornwall'^, in his 
advanced, age, certainly came out the last time 
but the shadow of his former character, which, 
though never very resplendent or shining, pos- 
sessed many of those sound and sober qualities 
which had endeared him so much to his country, 
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The fact was, the Marquis Cornwall is was too 
honest, too open, and too old, to have conducted 
the affairs of India in a critical moment, He 
brought out with him, both on the former oc- 
casion and the present, many traits of policy, 
wholesome and accordant enough to European 
tact, but altogether unsuitcd to the 'sphere of 
Asia. He would have stuck at stumbling-blocks 
where none existed ; he would have been shackled 
by scruples and niceties, where nothing but 
treachery and evasion harboured on the opposite 
side ; he would in vain have attempted to place 
the fair dealing and openness of the English 
character, in concert with the wily and deceit- 
ful potentate of India. The Marquis W. had 
been anxious, on the eve of his quitting the 
seat of Government, to have aided by subsidy 
or otherwise, the State of Jeypore, which we 
were bound to protect from encroachment or 
injury by treaty; but the line of conduct ex- 
pressly professed by Marquis C. was so oppo- 
site to it, that he Marquis W. had little hopes 
of seeing that measure carried iuto eftect. To 




save for the Company, to recall confidence, ,iml 
curtail as much as possible further acquisition 
of territory, were the only objects of Lord C's 
administration, all the other plans of the Muv- 
quis W. were cither neglected, or but partially 
fulfilled. It was on the above occasion, the 
discussion of the Jcypore subject, that Marquis 
Wellesley, at a public dinner at which SirCJ. U. 
was present, and the matter having been 
warmly debated, observed with considerable 
ardour, as if pointing his discourse to the Mip- 
posed adviser of Marquis C., " Any man llr.it 
shall dissuade the Marquis C. from the proposed 
measure will be a traitor to his country." 

Lord Cormvallis's death upset all those ideal 
schemes of reformation, which had been con- 
templated, and Sir G. B. merely held the reins 
of government until the accession of Lord Miii- 
to, whose whole character of administration 
may be comprised in a few words, economy to 
the Company, lukewavmness to the internal 
politics of India, and the reduction of the 
French and Dutch Islands. The laic Sir B. 
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Close recommended, on the advance of the Ma- 
clrns force towards Seronge in 1809, that mea- 
sures might be then taken to provide those 
States who might be well disposed towards us, 
with small detachments of our troops, to guard 
against the increasing and turbulent hordes that, 
were making such alarming advances in most of- 
those unsettled countries. Sir B. C. had long 
observed the numerous bodies that were col- 
lecting around the armies of Ameer Khan, Scin- 
deahj and Holkar, without occupation or em- 
ploy ; and he predicted in very forcible terms a 
general burst of those multitudes on all the sur- 
rounding countries, unless timely measureswere 
taken to divert them to more settled and honest 
pursuits : he particularly recommended that the 
detachment then under his command might be 
left to the north of the Narbudda; this advice 
however was totally disregarded, and he was 
ordered to return to the Deckan. That .want 
of protection to the frontier States, as has since 
been felt, has fully justified the correctness of 
Colonel Sir B. Close's conclusions; and in its 
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.consequences adding to the insolence and pride 
of our enemy, now left to themselves, they na- 
turally construed our supinencss into fear, and 
shortly afterwards poured down upon us those 
hordes of Pindarrces. 

In recurring; to the unfinished fahrii: of Mni'(|ui.s 
Wellcsley's government in India, and to the. evil* 
that have since occurred, wo might compare 
it to the state of anew house left without a 
.roof, and thus exposed to the inclemencies of 
the seasons and to every buttling M'ind, rotter- 
ing and crumbling away in its Mirface, and 
gradually attacked in its more solid parts, until 
the eye of its proprietor had been attracted la 
the rot ; who at length perceives thai, without 
remedy, the very foundation might become In- 
fected and give way, and, turning with alarm 
to the ablest artist lie can find, is compelled lr 
cover in his house with gold instead of stone, 
to remove and repair the imperfect parts, U 
unhinge and new knit together the half dls 
jointed and rotten beams, and even then in it: 
completion to apprehend, that this protracts 
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shelter to the building- has yet left within itsomc 
corrosive seeds of decay, or of instability to the 
-structure. Tippoo reduced, the French influ- 
ence annihilated in India, and the Mahratta 
States severally defeated' and brought to under- 
standing, could have been shaped or new mo- 
delled at that time to our pleasure, but left un- 
shackled by wholesome restraints, we dropped 
off suddenly from them, as if terrified at our 
own conduct, and thus impressed upon (hose 
States a reflection not very congenial to cordial 
or good faith : viz. that we had once chastised 
them, and that the very next step 'might be 
their total annihilation. It was natural for 
them, therefore, to brood over this theme in sul- 
lenness and displeasure, and in their own shallow 
schemes of independence, to practise every art 
or contrivance that might best restore their 
degraded sovereignties and connections. The 
able hand of Lord Moira has been happily ap- 
plied to recover our former imprudence, "and 
has infused an energy and spirit of adminis- 
tration throughout every branch of the Indian 
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system, that, if. but preserved by the succession 
of such characters as his Lordship to the govern- 
ment of India, we skill have little to appre- 
hend from any" revolution or event within its 
own immediate sphere. Earl Moira succeeded 
Lord Mmto as Governor General nearly at the 
commencement of the Pindarrec system in 1013. 
His Lordship soon perceived, that not only the 
Piudarreos, but most of the Native powers were 
ready and willing to rise against us. He pro- 
ceeded, however, dispassionately iuul coolly to 
the investigation of the subject; nor was there 
a single measure of coercion or interference 
adopted, until there no longer remained room to 
doubt the truth of the confederacy against us, 
Lord Moira very wisely, in his plan of destroy- 
ing the Piudarrees, was resolved to apply the 
axe at once to the root of the evil, to give over 
the hunting and chasing down of these free- 
booters, who invariably gave our troops the slip, 
to drive them all to their earths, and then 

springing his mines upon them, thus to explode 
the whole banditti. 



The wide and scattered pieces of dominion 
belonging to the several Mahratta States, de- 
manded in the first instance a considerable por- 
tion of his Lordship's attention. Some territories 
belonging to these powers, although nominally 
under their government, were yet too distant, 
complicated and not, exactly defined, to be re- 
garded with that care and interest which would 
have secured the prosperity of these countries 
and added to that of their neighbours. These 
loose particles of territory it was necessary to, 
dispose of, to Powers immediately in their 
own vicinity, and who had by experience 
rendered themselves worthy of the confidence 
of the British Government; giving in return 
for this interchange of territory, those lands 
and provinces which nominally belonged to 
the northern Mahratta States, lying to the 
southward of the Narhudda, thereby bringing 
the disjointed and remote fragments, claimed 
by these States, under a more compact and solid 
form, and preserving at the same time in this 
arrangement, a's far as practicable, a due equi- 
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poise iii the several powers. The whole wnr 
invited to look nearly to their own interest, lo 
wrest from the domination of licentious free- 
booters and Pindarrccs their newly acquired 
Provinces, and thus under their own eye, with 
the support of the British, to preserve a line of 
government, somewhat in harmony with secu- 
rity and order. 

In this plan, considerable territories were to 
be added to the State of .Ropiu.il, avid others of 
the Ragpoo t States; Ilolkar's possessions to he 
continued entire to him, to the west towards 
the River Chumbnl; Ameer Khan's win^s to he 
dipt; and Scindeah compelled to look nearer 
home, and to disband those hordes and rubble 
he entertained about him. These plans of luu 
Lordship, with a few hard rubs by the several 
forces of the Dcckan to the opposing- armies, 
shewed to the powers of Himlostan, that we 
were as able as determined to eradicate the pre- 
vailing system of general pillngc and spoliation 
throughout Tndia. 

In considering the character of tile Pindar- 
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recs, we shall find this Banditti, as all others, 
growing from amongst the dregs of the people, 
the dissolute and the idle, and gaining strength 
from the inactivity and corruption of their local 
governments. The number of the Pindarrccs 
was calculated by Sir J. Malcolm at twenty 
thousand; but so many had of late attached 
themselves in community of interest to that 
rabble, that we have little doubt a few years' 
further indifference lo llicir aggressions would 
have converted the greater part of the Native 
soldiery of Uiudostan into the same class and 
pursuits of life. 

The salutary effects of our example and con- 
duct at the butter-disposed Native States, in tlio 
oi'gaui/ation and pay of our troops, their disci- 
pline and ellieieney, rendered a similar adoption 
of easy practicability amongst the armed bo- 
dies of our allies, resembling heretofore more, 
a mob than an army, and better fitted for 
plunder, than any military achievement, living 
solely upon booty, extortion, or fraud; these 
loose troops, being gradually disbanded, and in- 
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traduced in smaller and select mini liens under 
mil 1 improved system, first paved tlic way for 
sonic stability and order of things amongst 
them. Again, the whole of Tippoo's army, thy 
several French corps and others, being thrown 
out.bf employ, and having possibly only a horse 
and their anus to look to for support these 
collecting together, betook themselves to the 
neighbouring sovereigns in Hindostan, who hud 
seldom the means, had they even the wish,- to 
refuse- them ' admittance, and who, coupling 
themselves with the troops. of their new ,,- 
Players, at length swelled out into those n,m,o 
rous masses of horse and foot, that shortly ,,ft cr 

unfed, every government they had any oonner- 
fon w,th into aggression on their ncighhours 
whose subjects and property plundered, they' 

restedmerely.ntilanotheropportunityofraph.e 
presented itse.f. : Thus, every government not 

under the protection of the British, became the 
these iniquities; and tln, a thi, 
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still restless for pillage, invited every one with- 
out employ to their side; and breaking oft' in 
small bodies under adventurous loaders, they at. 
length turned their attention to the Company's 
provinces; hence was given a new stock, and 
lilc as it were, to the rapacity and boldness of 
the Pmdarrecs. 

The alarming strength and strides .of (he 
Pimliirrces, from 10M to 18 1C, was, in its 
nature, that mode of warfare that would, of all 
others, have been best calculated to harass our 
government and impoverish the country; as it 
wan of that description which, in the enemy who 
practised it, required little or no resources to 
conduct it;; and rendered hopeless, at the same 
time, all eflbrtand expectation of our government 
being enabled to bring them to action, or so to 
consolidate their mass or their strength as to 
deal with them like any other enemy. The 
extensive plains of Hindoslan, and the impossi- 
bility of our small and .scattered detachments 
being every where ot the same time, with the 
dastardly spirit, of the inhabitants who fled be- 



lore them, invited and fuciliUiU-d alike; the 
ravages of this enemy; who at length, dragging 
into the vortex of this baneful association 
against us the neighhouriug States and Powers, 
plunged every Power in India into the calami- 
lies of \var. 

The undisciplined and partly unarmed crowds 
of the Pindarrces, mounted on small Imt hardy 
horses, .armed with a spear, a shield, a sword, 
and possibly one in twenty with an old pistol 
or matchlock, dashed across the Narhndda, and 
not meeting with the least opposition from 
regular troops, had only to shew themselves 
before the largest towns or villages, and to levy 
at pleasure their demands; these not complied 
with, they instantly fired the houses and plun- 
dered every particle of property, the niiHorablo 
inhabitants flying in all quarters and abandoning 
their families. An intelligent oiVicor writing to 
Mr. Pelric at Panang on this subject, observed, 
that notwithstanding the great alarm prevalent 
throughout every part of the country from the 
incursions of the Pindavrces, he was sure, that 
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had the services of three companies of Seapoys 
been timely employed on their first appearance 
1:o the- Northward, they would never have at- 
tempted a second invasion ; but; they were un- 
fortunately permitted, by a scries of successful 
irruptions, and the. apparent inactivity of the 
loeal authorities, to acquire, in number and 
character, an aspect, that in the year 1U15-10, 
Deemed not only to threaten desolation' to the 
Company 1 * lorritorie.s, but in like manner, 
striking terror into the neighbouring Native 
governments, compelled them, if not to aid 
directly, to allow them a free and uninterrupted 
passage through their several countries. Thus 
these hordes, by gradual steps, attained such a 
height of strength, and rapidity of movement to 
the, mo.st distant parts, that reluming annually 
with the plunder and spoil of the Company's pro- 
viders, and of their unopposmg victims, they 
not: only enriched themselves ami adherents, but 
holding out so templing an aUmement to the dis- 
affected, proud, and turbulent chnraetcrs in their 
range throughout India, they soon attached to 




their cause many of otherwise fairer qualities 
and .pretensions; but, generally speaking, 
the aggressions, resources and strength of the 
Pindarrees had been always overrated; and the 
want of a timely resistance and check to their 
incursions gained for them a degree of credit 
and fame of vigorous prosecution, which might 
have been at once crushed, even by a show of 
resistance. The territories subject to the Ma- 
dras presidency during the seasons of 1814, IS, 
18, suffered the most by the visits of this class;, 
they seldom met with the least opposition 
throughout their, desolating tour, and it not 
^frequently happened, that the civil and mill, 
tary officers, at the distant aqd smaller station*, 
too quickly abandoned their occupations, and 
joined ,n the general flight and despair. Had 
an .European, army invaded India, the' conster- 
. could, not have been greater; and this 
imprewion of danger and devastation at length 
reached the very walls of Madras itself. The 
governed Madras is said to have reported to 
Lord, Moira, the serious apprehensions enter- 
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tained by Ins government for the safety of tlid 
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Company's territories, on tlic descent of the Pin- 
dar rees towards the Giintoor district, and to have 
entreated his Lordship's advice as to the measures 
best to be adopted on the occasion. Lord Moira, 
on the receipt of that dispatch, is said to have 
observed, " Why, I believe, if the government 
house at Madras was on fire, Mr. E. would ask 
whether he should extinguish it or not." In 
the middle of 181(> the troops composing the 
garrison of Fort St. George were moved out, 
and encamped on the island outside Black Town 
wall. This imprudent step was taken, as was 
affirmed, to be in readiness to meet the Pimlar- 
rees, who were reported to be on .their road to 
Madras, although it was well known that not 
half a dozen of them were at that time within 
200 miles of the place. The Native inhabitants 
of all classes throughout Madras and its vvciuity 
were in the- utmost alarm, and looked for places 
of retreat and security for their property. It 
brought on Madras all the distresses, in imagi- 
nation, of Hvder Ally's invasion. " It was about 

* ** * 



this period that an idle rumour readied Madras 
of the urrwil of the Piiulafrces at UK- Mount; 
all was uproar, flight, and despair, to the. walls of 
Madras. This alarm originated in u'few Oho- 
hies and grass-cutters of thu artillery having 
mounted their Tuttoes, imd, in uioek iinitatuni 
of the Pimlavrces, gnlloppuiguboutaud playing 
with long ljunibnos in their hands in (he vi- 
cinity of flic Mount. Tlio elfeet was siuib.luiU'- 
cvcr, -that many of the civil servants and inliahi- 
tants OB the Mount road packed up and moved 
to the Fort. lor protection. Troopers, n\esseu- 
gers,&c. were seen gtdlopping to tlu^nverument 
liouse, and thence to the different public anthn- 
ritics. Such was the alarm in the guvcrnmcul: 
house that on the afternoon of that day, an old 
officer, . anxious to offer some advice to tlie, 
governor, rode smartly up to the government 
gardens, and on reaching the entrance, ob- 
served the younger son of the governor running 
with all possible speed into the house, who 
having got to a- place of security ventured to 
look back, and then uncovered in the old officer 




a face which he had before seen, when turning 
back again, he exclaimed, " Upon my word, Sir, 
I was so frightened, I took you for aPinclarree. 1 * 
These trifles merely to shew the general sense' 
of apprehension at that time from thePinclurvces. 
A detachment was shortly after this formed 
under the command of General Brown, and 
ordered to proceed towards Naggrcc Nose, 
about fifty miles from Madras, as an advanced 
post ; in the mean time the Madras detachment", 
under Colonel Walker, on- the Narbuclda, sur- 
prised several small bodies of this rabble enemy, 
and those that were not killed at the moment 
were handed over to the Seapoys, and quickly 
dispatched in the jungle. Amongst those taken 
\vcrc several men of inferior casts 3 Chucklers, 
Coolies, &c. who had formerly served at Madras, 
but had joined the Pindarrees on their approach 
to Guntoor. Colonel Walker had been, for a 
considerable time, expressly forbid by the Go- 
vernor General from crossing the Narbuclda in 
pursuit of the Pinclarrces; and scarcely a day 
passed but parties from each side met at the 




vivcr, und cither exchanged a few -shot.\ or 
uttered fhc most abusive tcnns toward. 1 * each 
other. This irregular kimlol'wavruvcouutiuuwl 
until the end of 1-816', with few incidents \voith 
mentioning, beyond a smart chacc and utlucl; 
of the Pindavrcos by Major Luhhhiftton', in whidi 
Captain Dark unfortunately Full; a handhonn; 
affair by Major Clark on the Ucngal bide; ami 
the cowardly murder, a Jittlc [jrior to this, of 
Lieutenant BoHon, lOth M, N. 1. \vlio was sur- 
prised when returning iVom hunting, [Hjrluialy 
unarmed, and was speared lo deal!) in (he must 
inhuman manner. 

The Karl of Moira had had now Milliciont in- 
sight and experience in tliu all airs of India to 
have formed the most uccumtc ooncUihions, us 
to the nature of the PimhuTecs, their designs, 
their comiectionswith theNalive States, and ihc 
fittest measures to effect the ruin of this dan- 
gerous body j and furnished at length with the 
fullest powers from home, to proceed on the 
task as he should think proper; he lost no time 
in taking advantage of the favourable MOUSOU of 
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the year, and of the advice and experience of 
those qualified to assist him. Sir John Mal- 
colm, K. C. B., who arrived at Madras in April 
1817, was invited round to Calcutta, and was 
put in possession of Lord Moiva's plan of ope- 
rations : he shared likewise in the most confi- 
dential communication and acquaintance with 
the secret advices from every British minister in 
India. Sir John Malcolm was heard to observe, 
that during- his eight days' stay in Calcutta he 
derived a greater insight into the politics and 
schemes of the whole of the Native powers in 
India, than he had acquired during the whole 
course -of his former political career. Histle- 
tention was of short duration at Calcutta, 
whence he returned to Madras, and, of course, 
put the government of that presidency, and Sir 
Thomas Hislop, commander in chief, in nearer 
possession of the views of the Governor General, 
and of those measures that were to be put to 
immediate trial in furtherance of the proposed 
object. Sir Thomas was requested to take the 
field as commander in chief of the army of the 
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Deckan; this force was subsequently formed 
into five divisions: the fust division under the 
personal command of Sir Thomas Hislop, the 
second under Brigadier-general Dovcton, the 
third, under Brigadicv-geneval Malcolm, the 
fourih.undcr Brigadier-general Smith, and the 
fifth imdev Lieutenant-colonel Adams, (,'. B. 
Many of the Madras corps were quickly moved 
in advance; and the briskest preparation.* wen- 
entered into hy Sir Thomas Ilislop, to enable 
him to take the field at the earliest period. In 
the mean time Sir John Malcolm started ahead 
for Hyderabad, where he arrived in the end of 
July, and announced his appointment at the 
British court of that capital, as political agent to 
the Governor General ; Sir Thomas Hislop and 
himself being invested with the fullest powers 
by the Earl of Moiva, totally independent of the 
residents at the Native courts. Sir J. Malcolm 
reviewed some corps at Hyderabad during 1m 
stay there, and immediately afterwards quitted 
that place for Poonah, where he remained but 
a few days, and thence returning to Hydera- 
bad, concluded his final atrangcmcnts with 
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his Excellency Sir T. Hislop, for assuming the" 
command of his division (the 3rd) in the field. 
Sir J. M. now moved by rapid stages to Nag- 
pore, the capital of Berar, where, as well as 
at Poonah, he had an opportunity of sounding 
and ascertaining die disposition of these two 
courts, 1 tt seems, however, that he did not 
altogether fathom the duplicity, the wily coun- 
cils, and the prepared treachery of these states, 
as his reports of his visit to Poonah and Nag- 

** 

pore to the kail of Moiia justified at least a 
reliance upon their pacific views and Intentions 
during the ensuing season of trial. He was 
aware of the ill-humour and sourness that pos- 
sessed the mind of the Peishwah, from a recent 
disagreement with the British resident at Poo- 
nah, and more so from the annexation of a con- 
siderable territory, to the Company, hi reference 
to some unfulfilled article, m the treaty of Bas- 
scin; but he had no doubt a little time, and a con- 
sideration of the Peinhwah's own interest, would 
smooth over and reconcile those trifling difficul- 
ties. Under (he, existing to in per, however, of 



both those states, and where there appeared su<-r 
just grounds of suspicion of their hostile view? 
to the British government, in having secretly 
connived at the PiiuUirrces, by encouragement 
and. shelter, and latterly becoming publicly 
identified with them, it would certainly have 
been more prudent to have strengthened the 
British force at both those places preparatory 
to advancing beyond them. At Nagporc there 
were only two weak battalions of M. N. I. (the 
20th and 24th), the escort of the Resident, 
with a small detail of European Artillery, tin: 
whole not exceeding 1200 effective men. At 
Poonah there was the Bombay K. lit. and two 
Native Bombay corps, with a small portion of 
artillery. At the former place the Arabs alone.* 
in the service of the 'Bcrar llajuli, exceeded 
3000, and he afterwards turned out a very for- 
midable train of artillery against General Dove- 
ton. The Peishwuh's brigade at Poonah alone 
nearly equalled the British force at that place ; 
and he had besides about 20,000 horse, and 
10,000 irregular foot, in its vicinity: that 
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Prince also furnished not a contemptible artil- 
lery at the hour of trial. It was, therefore, 
hazarding too much to have left thus exposed, 
those important points in the campaign ; for 
had cither the one or the other been carried by 
the enemy's first onset, the result might have 
been ruinous to our whole scheme of action. 
The atmy in advance under Sir T. Hislop was 
scarcely proportioned to the services for which 
it was dcHtincd beyond the Narbudda. It would 
be therefore impossible to have divided that 
army with any effect ; and to have retraced its 
steps would have been still more imprudent, 
without accomplishing, in some degree, the 
proposed object of our visit to Hindostan. 

The attack at 'Nag-pore on the 27th Nov. 
1017, was more desperate and resolute than well 
concerted. The British Resident, Mr. Jenkins, 
on the first alarm, took post with his little band 
on the top of a small eminence close to the 
residency called Scclabuldec. It seems in that 
affflii 1 the Arabs did every thing unaided by any 
other class of the Rajah's troops, with the ex- 
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ception of a loose body of horse,*who on this, 
as on all other occasions, seemed to place the 
summit of the Iv skill and bravery in :ui osten- 
tatious display of their agility in horsemanship. 
They seldom approached within 1'uc of out- 
troops; and on the near approach of danger in- 
variably betook themselves to flight. Thcru 
was another small hill contiguous to Scelahul- 
dee, on which our troops planted a six-puniulcr 
with a party of Seapoys. The Arabs, in an 
irregular line, assaulted both hills at once, uiul 
at some points carried their ground nearly in 
the mouths of the British musquelry. They 
were repeatedly driven back with considerable, 
loss from Sectabuldec; but were nevertheless 
determined to 'gain some advantage, and, after 
several repulse!, at length charged wilh ve~ 
cfoijblccl vigour, and carried the smaller emi- 
nence, the few of our men who escaped retreat- 
ing on the main hotly. From this spot, and 
from the captured gun, the enemy now opened 
a most galling and thick fire upon Sectabulde.e, 
in the course of which we lost several 
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and men. This firing continued for the greater 
part of the ensuing day, when a select detach- 
ment* volunteered to retake the gun on the 
hill, but whose efforts, after a most determined 
stand on both sides, proved unsuccessful. The 
Arabs after this repulse, now observing our fire 
to be more languid, and our troops nearly ex- 
hausted, aud vccvuited with fresh numbers to 
their aide from the city, seemed bent upon 
carrying Scctabuldce itself; Our troops In this 
protracted contest became knocked up and <lis- 
spiritcd; it was here the nerve and firmness of 
the European officers were put to the trial, when, 
after repeated charges and attacks, the troops, 
almost exhausted and in despair, would have 
resigned themselves to submission to the enemy. 
The Scapoys, apprehensive for the safety of their 
families, many of whom were outside the post, 
and about the Residency, and of course ex- 
posed to the fury of the enemy, Became almost 
indifl'crcnt: to their own existence, and had all 
but reconciled themselves to share the fate of 
. their \mhappy families. The Arabs Btill coiv 




tinned to push their attacks on the hill, a\ul f'voiii 
the fatigue and dreadful havock among.it oui- 
troops, the event now seemed doubtful; und it 
was as much as the officers could do to rally 
and cheer their men to a sUuul. This gloomy 
posture of affairs was happily relieved by 
the gallant and vigorous charge of .the ca- 
valry escort, under Captain Fitzgerald, of 
the Bengal army, on the Arabs, who were soon 
put to flight from {he small hill, the gun re- 
taken, and their distant cavalry in like manner, 
and in equal style, dispersed along 1 the plain. 
It \^as on that occasion that Captain Filxgeriihl, 
observing a favourable moment to act wivh his 
little body, sent to Colonel Scott, on the hill For 
his permission to charge. The Colonel disap- 
proved of the proposal, and returned a positive 
refusal to Captain F. with a peremptory injunc- 
tion not to attempt any thing of the kind at the 
hazard of his commission. Captain F. observed 
to the bearer of this message, " If it is only at 
the hazard of iny commission, here goes j" and 
he accordingly gave the word to charge, ami 
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thuseecmed the lingering and doubtful struggle. 
This fortunate event inspired fresh vigour and 
perseverance in the troops on the hill, who were 
now for the first moment after ti conflict of 
nearly two days, allowed to take a short res- 
pite, and inquire after their missing and 
wretched families. These however, did not 
suffer much, as the Arabs were so hotly engaged 
themselves, in their successive attacks, as not 
to leave much time for a thought, as to plunder, 
or the perpetration of more cruel purposes on 
those defenceless creatures. The loss on our 
>art was very heavy, nearly one half the de- 
tachment being killed or wounded. Amongst 
the former were Mr. Sotheby, assistant resident, 
Capt. Saddler, and Lieut and Adjut. Grant, 
of 24lh M. N. I. Lieut. Clarke of the 20th, 
and Mr. assistant surgeon Nevau. The Arabs 
must have also lost on their part great number.-*; 
and the impression made upon them by the 
charge of cavalry under Capt. Fitxgernld com- 
pelled them to keep aloof and desist from any 
further attempt on Sectabuldec. But even 
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against the Anvlw, ant! possessing as we did so 
advantageous a post, the day went linrd with 
us at Nagpore; and it may be said, Unit to the 
intrepid example and conduct of the Resident 
Mr. J. and the other European gentlemen and 
officers, during that arduous struggle, the -suc- 
cess of the contest must be mainly attributed. 

The rapid advance of General DovcUm's di- 
vision (2nd) on Nagpore, early in December, 
with the measures adopted by the British Re- 
sident, and the consequent attack by Gen. I). 
on the enemy's lines of defence near Nagporo, 
on the 16th December, soon reduced the Rajuh 
to submission, and left him without a single 
gun. The very judicious plan of attack by 
Gen. D. and the precision and alacrity with 
which each attacking column moved to its yoat, 
would have ensured success had the enemy even 
been perfectly on the alert or stood to their 
guns. The fact was, that on the evening pre- 
ceding the assault arid during the ensuing morn- 
ing (I8th), Mr. J. had been in negotiation w ith ' 
the Rajah for the surrender of kis artillery mid 
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other points. The troops had been (old off for 
several hours to their different posts, and General 
I), wus naturally anxious that matters should 
bo decided one way or other, cither to have 
quiet possession of the guns, and to allow the 
troops to break oil", or to bring the matter at 
once to an issue. In this painful procrastina- 
tion Gen. D. urged Mr.' J. to a speedy decision, 
intimating at the same time his determination 
not to postpone his attack beyond a specified 
hour. Matters were shortly afterwards brought 
to a train of .settlement by Mr. J. ; and thc'Ila- 
jah had actually sent orders for die surrender 
of his guns. In the mean time a few mutch- 
locks Had been fired from a small post near a 
pagoda, occupied in some force by the enemy, 
upon some of our people; which Gen. D. ob- 
serving, he quickly put the M. 1 2th L. I. in 
motion to dislodge the enemy from that spot. 
This corps, in moving towards the point of at- 
tack, had to pass some of the batteries, that lay 
partly concealed in the topes or groves; anil 
they hud not moved far when they received a 



heavy discharge of cannon from ons, and after- 
wards more of them. The whole line* was in- 

* General Doveton's force at Nngpofe on the Hill, !) 
cember, 18,7 : Six companies of tl,e Royal Sco, S , mi, ,. 
fBengal Cavalry, 22 ,1 reg. of Bengal N.l.-Madra, .room: 
t"o bngades of horse artillery, oth M. N. cavalry, two bri. 
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stantly put ju motion in consequence, find the 
plan of attack that luul been previously fixed 
upon by the General was carried into effect, 
with the utmost exactness and promptitude, by 
the brigadiers of divisions. The different co- 

lumns of attack of course sustained the weight 
of the several batteries opposed to them; but 
the affair was quickly decided, mid the whole 
of the g\ms taken easy possession of. Several 
of the guns luul the bullocks already huvncsscil 
to them, others with the bullocks at hand, and 
the enemy were about to retire to the city, 
when the above circumstance luckily hurried 
on the event", which thus prevented the llnjah 
from withdrawing and concealing his numerous 
tmiu for a future experiment. Gen, D. had 
attached to each of the Native corps (with the 
exception of the light corps) a company of the 
Royal Scots -in this attack. The loss on our 
part was trifling, being under two hundred 
njcu of all casualties, uo uilicers killed; and 
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much less '.than could have been expected, con- 
sidering the extensive and well-equipped train 
opposed, to us, of nearly eighty guns. Tlii; 
enemy suffered little or, nothing in their but- 
teries, as few of the guns were discharged but 
once,; and 'they timely took themselves to the 
city. Their cavalry' must have sustained a 
'more considerable loss from the pursuit ami 
activity of our cavalry and horse artillery. Se- 
veral elephants -and camels, with a quantity of 
plunder, fell into our hands on, this occasion. 

There still however remained another diffi- 
culty to be surmounted at Nagpore, and which 
ultimately cost us pretty smartly, nor did the 
execution of this service redound so happily to 
the credit of the troops employed. The Arabs, 
still numerous in the city, refused either to sub' 
nnt themselves to us, or obey the orders of the 
Rajah, until their demands and arrears of pay 
werefullyadjusted : it was consequently deemed 
Mceasary to afclj f orce for the reduction of the 
<%J and for this purpose it was desirable in 
the first instance to get possession of one of the, 
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gateways. This gateway was neither fbvtificd nor 
protected in any particular manner, eitUev by the 
strength of its own materials, its height, or any 
commanding post in its vicinity ; there were 
however, several houses immediately within 
the gateway, running parallel on each side 
of* the street. The Arabs with their match- 
locks were posted in small bodies in these 
houses; and confident in their number^ and 
the security of those houses from any external 
attack of artillery, they viewed with perfect 
indifference the fire of our battery upon this 
gateway, by which it was quickly breached at 
one tower. The ensuing morning- the super- 
intending; engineer, Lieut. Davica, having ex- 
amined the breach, and finding it practicable, 
was anxious to establish a lodgement on the 
tower : the morning was particularly favourable 
for the attack, as it rained very heavily, and it 
does not answer to expose matchlocks in such 
weather; and Lieut. IX obtained the leave of the 
General, but not without repeated solicitation, 
to make Ihe atk-mpl, with the detail of Euro- 
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!>eans,aiul some Seapoys coming off duty i] M 
morning. Tbo party was accordingly drawn 
out, with the miners and sappers, consisting of 
about thirty men from the M. E. R,, ] 1Vmu . 
The Arabs during this time had retired, in COIN 
sequence of the rain, fronr the, gateway to the 
inner houses. Licm. I), v/ith hi s p ftrfy , 

.""*!/ unpcrccivocl, to. the voiy bread, 01U | U : 
.gateway, and had ascended it with the advance 

w ; i *ealiV M quickly glvon by tl,c Ara I,,' 
who n.tautly started up, and opened a s ,,,a,t 

fe rf matchlocks from the doors and windows 
of the. houses on the head of the party. This 

cheeked our advance for a little ; several <,f the 
apper, and mine,, having- fallen, hlu , lhc ,.,; 
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Engineers, were both badly wounded. Lieute- 
nant Bell of the Royals was killed, with three 
of his men; and five of the miners and sappers 
shared the same fate. The Arabs, shortly after 
this repulse, sent back the body of Lieutenant 
B., and generously intimated at the same time, 
that the other killed and wounded might be 
withdrawn., Two other attacks had been made 
at the same time on other parts of the city; but 
that at the gateway having failed, and General 
D. not wishing to expose his troops to further 
loss, ordered them to be recalled, and made \ip 
his mind to desist from further operations until 
his heavy guns arrived. It became advisable, 
shortly after to enter into terms with the Arabs 
for the surrender of Nagpore. This measure 
was adopted at the instance of Mv. J. the Rest- 
dent, no doubt with a view of restoring order 
and tranquillity to the country ; but it had nei- 
ther the concurrence nor support of General 
Doveton, who was anxious to reduce the Arabs 
to unconditional surrender; particularly as his 
battering train, by which he could have quickly 
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effected it, was only a few marches from Niw 
pore. at the time, and the whole of his troop, 
were eager to retrieve the late fail lire at tin 
gateway. .The terms granted to the Arabs by 
Mr. J. were, the payment of arrears due to them 
by the Rajah (upwards of a lac of rupees), a 
safe escort for themselves and families to such 
places as they might wish to proceed to without 
the boundary of Berar, and the possession of 
their arms, A British officer, Lieut. Shcrri/r 
was also attached to them, who of course, hi his 
person, stood a sufficient guarantee for the ful- 
filment of these conditions, Lord Moira is said 
to have expressed great dissatisfaction at this 
arrangement, 'and with some justice, as flic evil 
effects of it were felt by us throughout the re- 
"amder of the campaign. About 1800 Anil,, 
" ed ff fi Nag pol , towards Khan-' 

but,there was scarce a day that ten or 
them did not separate themselves fr 
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had reached their, own capital, Mally. 



gaum, not one third of the original number 
had remained together. 

Nagpore, now deprived of its stubborn Arabs, 
was for u time restored to tranquillity and peace, 
and the Rajah Appa Sahib being' again seated 
under certain limitations on his ihrouc, seemed 
in better humour, and evinced in his outwavd 
demeanour a perfect reconciliation as to the past, 
and -a seeming gratitude for our great modera- 
tion us his conquerors; hut it will be hereafter 
perceived how perishing and Fallacious these 
hopes and appearances were, and that the link 
of the Miihriuta confederacy against us had not. 
as yet been effectually broken at the Bcrar 
court. 

The aflair at Poonah is next to be noticed, 
though anterior a lew days to that of Nagpore; and 
when we consider the Peishwah the head of the 
Mahratta .states, the extent, riches, and popu- 
lation of his dominions, the reputation, and fav- 
blaxoned name of the iVJahratta soldier for ages, 
the love and faith that seemed to pervade every 
subject of his country towards his title aud his 
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try's and then-sovereign's independence, we are 
almost ashamed to boast of our victory pver 
such a vaunting and pitiful mob. 

It seems that a strong- personal dislike had no 
small share in the origin of the misunderstand- 
ing between thePeishwah and the British Resi- 
dent at his court; this want of mutual confi- 
dence became gradually aggravated through 
neglect and suspicion of each other; and daily 
acquiring strength and a severity of character 
through the agency of their several creatures 
and hirelings, it at length attained a pitch of 
the keenest personal hatred and abhorrence. 
Ju such an unhappy temper of things, there 
were not wanting those whose views, treachery, 
or private interest, quickly attached them to one 
side or the other; and it was said that there was 
scarce an observation made eithev at the Resi- 
dent's table, or the Peishwah's zenana, that was 
not instantly and faithfully reported to the op- 
posite party. The ambassador of the Guicowar 
Rajah, who was present at the court of Poonali 
in 18H, fell under this imputation in the op i- 
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nion of the Pcisliwjih, as too closely concerned 
in these dealings, and shaving too nnieU in the 
confidence of the Hon. Mr. Elpliinslouc; and 
under this suspicion he shortly afterwards fell a 
sacrifice to the vengeance of that, court, having 
been put to death on quitting; a place of worship 
by some of the Peishwah's agents. Trimlnick- 
jee Daviglin, an adherent and minion of the 
Peishwah's, was the supposed murderer, but no 
doubt existed in the mind of the British Resi- 
dent, us to the previous sanction ami concur- 
rence of the Peishwah to the assassination. 
Such an act of perfidy could not escape the no- 
tice of the British court, and the person oi 
Trimbnckjee was in consequence demanded to 
be given up, and after a strenuous but fruitless 
endeavour to screen his creature, Jiadjec Row 
(the Peishwah) was compelled to surrender him. 
Trimbucltjee was accordingly conveyed to the 
fort of Tannah on the island of Salsettc, where 
he was committed to close confinement: he 
however shortly afterwards contrived to escape 
from Tannah; and unwilling to trust himself a 



second time at Poonah, he collected together a 
few horse, and continued a wanderer and a va- 
gabond through the Mabratta territory, until 
the period of the open rupture between the 
Peishwiih and the British government. These 
occurrences took place in 1814, 15. The es- 
cape of Tdmlnickjee from Tanuah was effected 
through the aid of a horse-keeper. On the 
night lixed on for the attempt, every thing- 
being in readiness for his reception outside the 
fort, Triinlnickjce late in the evening quitted 
his apartment for the purpose of visiting an out- 
house: the European sentry was called to eon- 
duct him to that place, and Trimbuckjce passed 
in, leaving the sentry outside. There was a lamp 
burning in this room, and our prisoner, a.s if in 
want of water or something else, called out for 
the Too tec, who presently (no doubt by previ- 
ous concert) passed also in, carrying with him 
a small basket and broom, which are commonly 
used for these places. Shortly after, the same 
person lo all appearance passed out again, and 
U-l'l the fort. -The sentry having waited a long 
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while outside, and thinking it WM {\M time fo f 
Tnmbuckjee to turn out, approached the door 
and soon Found that his man was gone. There' 
was a small window which looked c ,ut to the 
war of thi, place, but so, small as to , cavo 
^arcely * I^iMlity of a person forcing hhnself 
"''""hen on, of descending the high 

; 'e* aided by a ,ope and S ou,e person ' 
toa S s lsta , so;blltit]ms]]embcciifi| 

certa.BedwhetherTrimhucKjeoa 



. 
f^' 



ilhl ,tta horse, wl W pushed off 

for the mainland. lllOBOW , 
escape agitated 



(ju, in M.JJIJ, im.-iciy u.\ pi UMSL-U ins surprise ana 
regret at the estate of the prisoner, urging 
at the same time his inability to overtake and 
urrcbt him. The escape of Trimbviekjee, an' 
might be expected, only tended to widen the 
breach between the Pcishwah and the British 
government, iiml certainly accelerated, more 
than uny other event, the moment of actual 
hostilities between the two powers. The Poish- 
wah hemx'fovth thought himself bound to pro- 
vide for his favourite; and, under various 
pretences of (Celling disturbances, avul other 
measures of a public nature, he placed a con- 
siderable j'orcu under TnmlmckjeCj and made 
regular remittances to liim for its support; 
whilst it wan .said lli.U the leaders of the Pu\- 
ihirreeb liad been invited by Trimbuekjee liim- 
scli'to invade the Company's territories, Thev 
were promised the countenance and aid of the 
JVi.shwah's authority, and encouraged to renew 
ihcir system of pillage on a more enlarged and 
cxtcii.sivc scale. 'J'licsc plots bad been detected 
by the Uriii&li Hcbident at Poonah, and it be-/ 



came 'advisable to check their further progress. 
In the words of Lord Moira, " we were then con- 
strained to anticipate this incorrigible: plotter." 
We surrounded him in his capital, and obliged 
him to submit to terms which preserved the 
ancient appearances of connection, but deprived 
.him of much strength, should ho haxard ,,iiy 
future machinations. Tile .Pcishwah'.s capital 
thus in 1815 surrounded by a commanding 
force, and an army of observation of about 
12,000 men, being postal on the Tombudra 
"ver, under Sir, Thomas HLslop, tlmt Itr i llcc 
was compelled to swallow the bitter dran^i; 

of ass.gning over to us territory towards the 
-pport of a body of horse, which the Peishwah 
was bound by the treaty of Dassein to maintain, 
utwtach had not been enforced by n 
-From this measure the," 



contnn,ed to brood .over that 



of faith OH our side, it 'us on this revived ami 
compulsory demand on the Peishwah for the 
fulfilment of what he might have reasonably 
enough concluded to have been a remitted 
article in that treaty. The restoration of the 
Peishwah to his throne, and the consolidation 
of that empire by the Marquis Wellesle-y, was 
justly looked upon as the master-piece of that ' 
nobleman's administration. Why we should 
have so long omitted to enforce the full terms 
of the treaty of 1818, seems somewhat strange, 
and has a bad appearance, as it looks as if we 
searched out for that particular clause as a con- 
venient elue of bickering and quarrelling with 
the Peishwah. The allotment of the country 
in question in the vicinity of Danvar quickly 
generated the most implacable hatred and spirit 
of revenge, on Badjee Row's part, against us. 

The Peishwah, the acknowledged head of 
the Mahratta empire, lost no time, of course, in 
giving the alavm to the neighbouring states, 
calling on them to look at his degraded condi- 
tion under the British Government; that they had 
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nothing better themselves to expect; and that 
the moment was now arrived when they should 
with one heart and hand rescue their remaining 
independence, and see to vindicate rim me ml 
unsullied honour of the Mahratta compact, 1 1 (! 
called upon them, as their master, to follow his 
example, and strike against th B . British when I,, 
d.d. 'From this time, early in 1G10 U) Nnv 
'817, every scheme was set on fool, and every 

power ronsed up to anns, against v, S ; when Hud 
g-onr armies on the move in advance to U itl 

""> and thinking: to take ns nnawares, t | u , 
Power, of Poonah and tha Bcrar R,,),.,,; 
. ' " ne lrthe same moment, the ' 
"ght of their impoteney nponns. 
Towards the middle of October, 1017 )t w 
1 '" to the Hon. M,., " ' ' 

of horse, and 
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wah's artillery in the most efficient order and 
readiness. 

Mutters being now matured, in the PcisUwuli's 
opinion, for action, lie is said about this time 
(November 1017) to have intimated a desire to 
the Hon. Mr. E. that the European force at 
Voonah, on some idle plea or other, should be 
withdrawn. 

The Resident received the proposal with re- 
spect, and returned for answer, that he had no 
authority to order a single European away 
from Poonah ; that the European regiment was 
placed there by the Governor General, and 
could not be removed by any other authority. 
On the afternoon of the 5th of November, 
J017, ihc Hon. Mr. E. received information at 
the Residency, that large bodies of horse and 
armed men, with gims, &c. were moving out 
of the eity, and advancing in the direction of 
the Residency and cantonments. On this'ncws 
the lion. Mr. K. very coolly intimated to the 
gentlemen and officers of his family, wlio were 
ut table after tilHn, that they had better 



t soon finish their Vine, as they had no time to 
lose, the Peishwah's force being actually on 
the move towards them. The whole party 
therefore arose, and proceeded with the detach- 
ment at the Residency, and the escort, towards 
the cantonments. The troops, consisting of the 
B. E. R.,.the 2nd battalion of the Oth, and the 
1st of the 7th, were immediately put under 
arms, and drawn up in one line afc the Sun M -uni, 
the ground of the old cantonments. Shortly 
after, veral bodies of the enemy were seen 
Cawing ne^r, and, passing- in a cinuiitoiw rot.te 
m front of onr- line, seemed disposed to outflank 
our left The B. E. K. was on tho 
small detail of his Majesty's 05*1) 






advancing 



their gnus to the front; which Colonel B. ob- 
serving, and anxious to put part of his troops 
in motion and on the alert, he asked the Hon. 
Mr. E. it' he should now consider himself 
authorized to act against the enemy. To this 
Mr. E. replied, "No, Colonel J3ur, not yet; 
let us wait for the first blow." Shortly after 
the enemy opened a few guns on our line, and 
their cavalry commenced to move; on which 
the llou. Mr. K., addressing himself to Colonel 
lUu-j said, " Now, Colonel, you may act as you 
please." The action, if it can be so called, now 
commenced, the enemy having opened all their 
guns, but with very little effect, and their in- 
fantry doing little better execution by a loose 
and irregular /Ire on our line. The enemy's 
cavalry .seemed determined to break our line on 
the right ;. but observing the Europeans posted 
there, they wheeled off, and passed on, receiving 
a few smart volleys from the European regi- 
ment; and coining upon the 7th Ji. N. I. on 
the left, they made a partial, but bold dasli at 
that corps, and for a moment put them m con- 
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fusion. The Hon. Mr. E. observing the attempt 
upon our left, rode with ail possible spec,! to 
the, European regiment, and requested the ser- 
vices of ,1 couple of companies to the support of 
the left. The, appearance of these, and the 
exertion and gallantly of the of/leers and men 
of theVth, soon restored the left to order, com- 
pelling the masses of the cavalry to fall back 
and the enemy finding thomaelveg' unequal Co 
any serious impression upon the British line 

gradually ,lrew off fo,. that evening a ,,d cou' 

tmued the following day to hover about ,!,. 

Ime without a second attack, and without 
omg us any mischief. Dllring t ,, e ^ ^ 
he afternoon of the 5th, several mM bodies of 

tt enemy proceeded, to the plunder of th. 

R-'dency and cantonments, and demolished 

every h ouse and trace of om , ]iu1e 

van to the very g , ave8 of the tleil(1| { 

house of Captain F.alon 6 escaped destmction. 
- was there a sing,e article of plate or fu m - 

-ovedorinjuredinthatoffieer-squarter - 
Th office, -I- was in command at the time 




of the Pcishwah's own brigade (every mnu of 
whom had been sworn sonic time before, agree- 
ably to their several faiths, to he true and faith- 
ful to the Pcishwah, and not one of whom kept 
this solemn oath of allegiance,) was considered 
a great favourite at court, and his tables were 
scarcely able lo contain the rteh presents of 
plate, in gold and silver, that had been made 
him by the Pcishwah ; and this prince was 
weak ettimgh MOW to expect lh;it Captain 1'. 
could not he forgetful of such marked kind- 
nesses and bounty, and had accordingly given 
positive orders not only to spare Captain F.'s 
hou.se from being plundered, but to place people 
over it for its .security and protection. The 
attack commenced at three o'clock. Our loss 
\vas reported to be, 1 llavaldar, 1 Naick, 15 Sea- 
poys, and 1 private of the European regiment, 
killed; \ Lieutenant, 1 Jenuulav, and 55 pri- 
vates, wounded. The enemy left about 500 
dead on the fidd. 

The Peisluvah'.s army now increased tp mrm- 
hers ; and lie oiidonvourcd to organize its 

r 




undisciplined crowds into separate corps and 
bodies for the prosecution of the war. His 
army lay nearly upon the same ground as on 
5th November, close to Kivkec, when lirig.-gen. 
arrived in its vicinity with a very .smart 
force under his command ; hut after a .seemingly 
unnecessary delay, and a number of pauses ami 
doubts, that officer, did not rhink proper to take 
tl\e opportunity offered of trying the slrongih 
of the enemy. The chief doubt was as to tht* 
practicability of crossing our gnus over a ford 
that intervened between the two armies. The 
General consulted with those about; him ; some 
said the river was fordable for guns, others the 
contrary. The artillery ofliccr is said to have 
given it as his opinion that the guns could pass. 
Parties, however, of our infantry had certainly 
passed over, and cleared the opposite bank of u 
few matchlock men who came down t'o air.my 
us. The attempt was not made ; and a by- 
stander observed, during this painful suspension 
of active measures, the British Resident, who 
was present, labouring under the greatest dis- 



appointment and distress of mind. At one 
moment it was supposed that the General would 
advance; the next he changed his mind; at 
length, somewhat perplexed, he is said to have 
moved quickly up to the Hon. Mr. E., and, 
striking his hat a-gainst his knee, to have ex- 
claimed, "No, it is too much to risk on a 
single engagement ; the Imard is too great : 
we must reserve, ourselves for a surer occasion." 
This opportunity lost of bunging the enemy to 
action, not only gave the Peishwah time to 
revolve in his mind on his condition, but must, 
have added also not u little to the enemy's in- 
solence and confidence; and before any other 
opportunity offered to engage that army, Badjcc 
How had put his whole army in motion, and 
led our several detachments in pursuit of him 
for some thousand miles. Thus commenced a 
march of many months, Which cost the public 
more money, and a greater suspense, with 
more distress mul suiVering to the troops em- 
ployed, than all the other operations of the 
campaign put together. The Pcishwah had 

F '2 
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110 w finally taken farewell of his capital, which 
had fallen into our hands with little opposition, 
and without any considerable loss*. 

In the mean time the news of the insurrec- 
tion, and of hostilities with the Uritish power, 
spread through every part of the, Peislnvab's 
dominions; and all British subjects were or- 
dered to be taken nj>, and prevented from 
passing through his territories. Several olViccrs 
were accordingly intercepted, and either put to 
death ov taken -prisoners. Captain Vau^han, 
15th M. N. I. -and his brother, a young adven- 
turer, were surprised by a body of horse on their 
route from Bombay, and both having been shol, 
were afterwards hanged from a tree. Lieut. 
Warrc, of Madras Artillery, was also overtaken 
by a body, and most inhumanly put to death. 

* The Hon. Mr. E. at the close of the Iniiurreclum m 
loonaii, wan heard Uo observe, thai during lli whulo pro- 
grcss of tho conspiracy, ami throughout nil his sociot 
researches,^ result taught him, that ho had m, t Kami H 
single word of truth from nuy Mal.raiiaomploycd by him 
wuh the exception of one man whom Ko always B' 
and him he never believed. 
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Li cuts. Hunter and Morisoii, likewise of the 
Madias establishment, were taken prisoners after 
a very resolute and stout resistance; and having 
undergone a variety of adventures, severities, 
and condemnations, were at last spared their 

lives, and conveyed, blindfolded, to the top of 

\ 

the hill-fort of Wussita, whence they were 
afterwards released. But the mercy shewn to 
these officers arose, no doubt, from the imme- 
diate communication made to the Peishwah 
direct by the Hon. Afr. E. that the British 
government would hold his person responsible 
for any injury or undue cruelty inflicted upon 
these officers. These officers are indebted also, 
in a great measure, for the lenity shewn them 
to the good offices and intercession of Major 
Pinto, a Portuguese gentleman in the Peish- 

wah's service. 

It was at this period, January 1st, 181 8, that 
a battalion of Bombay N. I- 2nd of the 1st, 
with a brigade of six-poimdcrsanda detachment 
of irregular horse, had been ordered by Colonel 
Bur from Scroor to Poonah, and had come on 
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its first march suddenly upon llie IVisluvah'.s 
whole army, encamped close to the village oi' 
Covygawm. Captain Staunton, the senior oll'i- 
cer, on observing the, enemy's army, crossed the 
small vivcv in front of the village, am! threw his 
small detachment into it, very properly pre- 
ferring the occupation of that village to any 
attempt of retracing his steps m the, face of, or 
to a resistance, on the plain against, such mutual 
numbers; but in doing this he omitted UUintf 
possession of the Gurrhce (ov small fort) that 
Iny within the village, anil which, IVoin il* 
elevation, commanded every part of i(. The 
reason assigned for this oversight was the total 
want of water in the Onrrhee, and the impru- 
dence of dividing too much his little band. 
The appearance of the British detachment soon 
attracted Badjcc How's notice, and u large body 
of Arabs were detached accordingly to titlark 
and drive them from the village.' The Arabs 
advanced with the greatest gallantry and coot- 
ness to the very walls and gateway of the 
village, receiving the repeated volleys of our 
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Hues from within the walls au,d houses. Tlicy 
quickly perceived the advantage of the Gvivv- 
hec ; and after a persevering and vigorous 
attack at the gateway of the village, they 
forced their entrain ce, and gained possession of 
the little fort, whence they continued to annoy 
mid distress our party move than from any 
other point during the conflict. The irregular 
cavalry on our side of course dismounted, and 
joined their companions for the defence of the 
village; and our two guns, after the greatest 
exertions, were at length posted so as to scour 
and protect the' gateway. Nothing could be 
a fairer trial of hravcry, discipline, and cool- 
ness, than the contest now became. The Arabs 
were slain in doxcns by the steady and advan- 
tageous (ire from the valla, and cut clown in 
C(jual numbers by volleys of grape from the aix- 
poundcrs whilst attempting the gateway. They 
frequently presented themselves at the gate- 
way, and seemed bent to tarry, or render 
useless, those destructive engines; and wcro 
as frequently mowed down and tompclled to 



72 

, """' f t! " European, | lat , fallcil 
the 8 ,, ns , and the fcw tl]at . ren 

eco, 1 m 11 , 1 



x u, stw; , lml 

!*, observing the slackness of (nl , Srv 
,edoub,od thei,e Xe nion S) and at iength 
11th 



tho swo,| ,, (lil( 
office,. coll]1MMlillg t|)c iinm ^ 

I t CW-olnv Mad,,s S e,vice, slm ,, (1 ^ 
Ate, and the editing 1U Kl, ftl ,.io UsA ,,, lMou . 
^Qhi. hB , i,. oft'," 






, 

u 



' 



73 

ministers, " Why, if my \vholc army is unabk- to 
destroy or to rout a single battalion of their o\vii 
countrymen, what can they do against nil the 
Fariugecs, and the other armies that will pre- 
sently encompass us?" The minister in reply 
whispered, " True, Maharaj ; but you had as well 
keep that sentiment to yourself." The Arahs, 
still pushing' their ground, had now got posses- 
sion of u house in which were two British offi- 
cers badly wounded, Lieut. Swauston, and Mr. 
Assistant Surgeon AVyngate : the Arabs did no I. 
Hccm disposed to put them to death, as they. are 
commonly wout to do, hut Mr, W. on the ap- 
proach of the Arabs near him, seems to have* 
pvovokcd unintentionally, some way or other, 
their resentment, and he was quickly dispatched ; 
but they offered no violence to Lieut. S. Lieut. 
Paulson, adjt. of the Native corps, and a man 
oC prodigious strength, was shortly after thi.s 
i 1 1 used upon by the Arabs, and brought down no 
less than live of ilu'.m by ihc butt of a mnsquct 
alone; but the brave fellow at length fell co- 
vered with wounds, and soon after expired. 
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The contest was thus obstinately continued to 
the afternoon of tho 'day i and although our 
troop, still held their posts, and repulsed every 
effort of the Arabs to dislodge them, the un- 
cejpmg. fatigue and want of water, wit h tllo 
fresh :bodies of Arabs pouring in, Bnd littlc 
hopes of relief to then.selves-these hardship., 
ly pressed, and, dispirited ,nany of then, , 

and .observing, their numerous comrades drop- 
P>% .bout .them,: they, would have almost rl 
signed themselves to a similar fate. Every c* 

Wt IMd "-rvivlug European ofii- 

j Seapoy , Qf 
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the troops to maintain their 
reputation they had a.rea 
Towards the close O f tho 
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apprehensive of the too near approach of Gen. 
Smith's army, ordered the attack to be discon- 
linucil; and the Avabs being recalled, lie on 
that evening- l>rokc ground with liis whole army*. 
Captain Stnunton had early on the moniingof the 
*2d of January, contrived to dispatch a messen- 
ger to Col, Bui, to inform him of his condition, 
and calling on him for aid: the messenger be- 
longed to the irregular horse, and managed, with 
;i great deal of dexterity and courage, to pass 
througli* several bodies of the enemy on his 
route to l?oonah; he at one time unexpectedly 
came on their advanced piquet in a Nullah, and 
with singular presence of mind commenced 
ringing his horse, brandishing his spear, and 
proclaiming idoud the titles and valour of the 
1'cishwah ; the piquet, of course taking him for 
one of their own purty, did not trouble them- 
selves about him, when he suddenly dashed 

* Our low at (!oryguwm \VEIH mil so heavy ns might bo ex- 
ported : LictilH. Clhiuliolm untl 1'alii.wn, niul Mr. Assistant 
Silicon Wyit^iUc, \vuvc. killed, niul about 100 hilled nml 
\vomleiU>rilio vwftlca niul 



across the Nullah, and left, them in the greatest 
surprise and disappointment. Col. Uur, on re- 
ceipt of the message, detached a body of troops 
to the relief of Corygawm under Lieut.-col. C.; 
but, singular as it-may appear, with orders not to 
proceed nearer than ten miles of the place, us if 
merely to shew the enemy that reinforcements 
were advancing, hut without much rcgnrd to 
the safety or lives of ihc remaining little hand ; 
and the above detachment proceeded accord- 
ingly to a fixed point, and without effecting any 
thing, turned right about again, thus leaving 
Capt. '$. and his poor fellows to their fate. 
Luckily the Pcisbwah, os above staled, had re- 
called his troops from the attack, ami moved on". 
Gen. Smith's force had now come close upon 
the Peishwalfs army, and that force marched, 
for days and days together, completely sur- 
rounded by the numerous cnvah-y of the IVish- 
\vah, who kept at a civil distance from the 
British line, and only now and then made at- 
tacks upon the baggage and the rear ; but when- 
ever they came \vithm-musqnct-shol of any 



77 



purf of our line, they as quickly disappeared, ' 
seldom or ever leaving any of their killed or 
wounded behind them. The enemy's line had 
frequently received repeated and sudden rounds 
of "Tape and musquctry, and seemed instantly 
to take to flight, and in such a hurry as scarcely 
to leave time for a thought as to their casualties; 
nevertheless they seldom left a single man or 
horse behind them to shew ihe effect of our 
close and well-directed lire. The Mahruttas 
possess extraordinary skill in horsemanship, and 
HO intimate, an acquaintance with their horses, 
that they can make these animals almost do any 
thing-, even in full speed, in hulling, wheeling, 
&e. ; they likewise use the spear with remarkable 
destcvity, sometimes hi full gallop, grasping 
(heir spears short, and quickly sticking the point 
in the ground, still holding the handle, they 
turn their horsu suddenly round it, thus perform- 
ing on the point of a spear, as on a pivot, the 
same circle round and round again. Their horses 
likewise never leave the particular class or body 
in which (hey liclong; so that, if the ruler 
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should be knocked oft; away gallops the animal 
after its fellows, never separating itself from the 
main body. The Mahrattas take to llic hYld, 
without distinction, horses, marcs, fillies, &c. ; 
ami you may sec bodies of these nibble ic treat- 
ing or flying across the country, with nearly 
half the number of their horses unmounted in 
their retinue; every Mahvatta bruits hi.s own 
horse and his own amis with him to ihc hVld, 
and possibly in the interest they possess in this 
private equipment \vc shall find llieii' usual 
shyness to expose themselves, or over to make 
a bold vigorous attack. But if armies or troops 
eould be frightened by appearances, these hordes 
of Mahrattas would dishcarUm the bravest, ac- 
tually darkening the plains with their numbers, 
and clouding the horizon with dust for miles 
and miles around. A little fighting, however, 
goes a great way with these as with most of the 
other Native powers in India; and after tnsling 
a season or two of the bitterness and hardships 
of an active campaign, they are generally well 
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inclined to skulk off with their poor and worn- 
down animals to their villages. The Pcishwah 
was now proclaimed throughout his dominions 
a traitor to llic British government; and the Hon. 
Mr. E. proceeded to the quiet possession juul 
settlement of his country, that wretched sove- 
reign and his family being closely pursued and- 
hemmed in by two or three different armies. 

We had left Sir John Malcolm on 'his visit 
to the court of llerar, and shall now resume the 
operations under Sir T. Uislop. His Excellency 
arrived from Madras about the middle of Au- 
gust at Hyderabad, where he was received by 
the whole of the troops at that station, drawn 
out in a line of nearly two miles, and extending 
to the very entrance of the Residency. His 
Excellency uvriveil about one o'clock oi' the 
day, amidst a grand procession of the nobles, 
ministers, &c. of the Nizam's court, all mounted 
upon elephants caparisoned aud decorated in the 
most costly and rich manner, and surrounded 
himself by die whole of his personal and the 
gnu-nil staff. 
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e days after, Sir Thotmis hiul tliu lionoui 
of being introduced, with the whole of his suite 
aud followers, to the Nizam, and on a subsequent 
day to the prime minister, Chundah Lull ; on the, 
latter occasion |, e was received by thb corps of 
women under presented arms, who aro kept 
for the protection of the Nizam's serugli,,; 
both these visits his Excellency was , receive,! 
'"lost courteously, and presents were distributed 
to In, suite to the amount of a lab and a half of 
''"Pees. The Nizam is said to have looked much 
dejected and' in low spirits; he received the 
Party in a small room with acarce any furniture 
rftoratio ; lilted himself in a plain white 
'u S hn dress, seated upon a con)mfln 

and surrounded by his ministers and few nobles 
he spoke iitt,, nor -did he seem altogcthe o 
'ndth enatHfeof : tllev ., t fe 

hs court of H 1P A ' 

anrf, i '. n]K w 
c.suchan,n fluxofl , (lcoats 




Many of the Madras corps had now proceeded 
in advance on the Taptec river, and others more 
forward on the Narbudda; and his Excellency 
whilst at Hyderabad ordered a further contin- 
gent of Jiuropcans in the head quarters of the 
Madras European Regiment to join a squadron 
of !J2d dragoons, and two brigades of horse 
artillery, and the 3d light infantry, that were 
destined for his personal escort; This detach- 
ment started on the 27th of August, under the 
command of the Hon. Licut.-col. Murray; bur 
the rains having set-in a Few days after, they 
became exposed to the most severe and incle- 
ment monsoon that had been known for years, 
and until the end of October underwent greater 
hardships and distresses than any other detach- 
ment on advance. The detachment had made 
but three marches when they were brought \ip 
by the sudden descent and overflowing of the 
Monzoora river, which continued impassable, 
circumstanced as they were, for upwards of 20 
days. This river, within 30 miles of the Ni- 
xam's capital. WUR always regarded as one nf the 



most vapid and diflicult streams in the country; 
but, nevertheless, there was not even a basket- 
boat, ov raft of any description, iu readiness to 
expedite the transport of the gum and provi- 
sions, nor was there the least preparation made 
or thought of to meet the arrival of our troops 
and the existing exigency. It was in vain to 
seek for wood to fowi rafts ; none was to ho 
had 'dry, and none of any description except 
the date-tree : the pioneers had completed some 
basket-boats, but no hides were to be had to 
cover them ; every expedient was tried to puss 
the camels, by the purchase of village cots and 
chatties, and fastening them above their backs, 
these animals being unable to swim. The rain 
fctilldcscendccl in torrents for about 12dnys with- 
out intermission; and the detachment at length 
became perfectly insulated, and cut off from 
any further attempt at passing, until the 20jh 
day, when the calmness of the weather enabled 
them to get huddled over, in. basket-boats and 
rafts, a stream not exceeding eighty yards wide. 
His Excellency Sir T. Hislop had remained 



behind at Hyderabad ; tuul it was vcvy fortunate 
he had done so, as lie experienced there an alarm- 
ing attack of illness a few days after the inarch of 
his escort, and which had at one time assumed 
the most dangerous symptoms. The detach- 
ment, having crossed the Monxoora, now stepped 
out, weather permitting or not, but seldom 
marched above seven or eight miles in a day 
from the dreadful state of the country, men, 
ofiiecrs, and till struggling knee-deep for days 
us well as they could through the mud, generally 
leaving a gun or two, and more than once 
the whole of the horse artillery guns buried 
up to the axles in the deep cotton-ground, 
and compelled to be left there until elephants, 

*i> 

planks, Sec. were sent out to disengage them. 
The detachment in their progress had been cut 
oft*, no less than throe different times in the 
course of ton days, from thciv tents nml bag- 
gage at different small streams, but which, from 
the torrents of rain, had swelled to the largest 
rivers, and to the- depth of fifteen or twenty 
feet. On one occasion the force had noi 
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crossed n small .rivulet knee-deep above.; 
hour, when the flood descended, mid i u tv 
hours after it : rase, to :such a height as barely 
give footing to the largest elephants. None , 
the tents, or baggage, with the exception 
.those of the messes, had come np ; and tli 
whole of the troops were exposed that day an 
night, and the succeeding day, without the leas 
shelter, and scarcely, any nourishment. 

The detachment now became,, as might b. 
expected sickly, fevers n , K l dysentery spreadim 
amongst them; and the scai ,tys lw ,y O f lilc( ,| 
cmes.an,l regular dooley meil , f umishfld 

Wing Hyderabad, was fo.n.d lan.entably de- 
e-ent. increasing sicl , 






and 



at length 



leaving vneueiacnment scarcely twenty uooleys, 
and half of these carried on the heads of those 
villagers, whence they repeatedly precipitated 
the wretched occupants headlong into a river 
or a bed of mud, some of whom actually 
perished in this manner before they reached 
the ground of encampment. Village cavts were 
afterwards substituted for the want of dooleys; 
but the state aiul condition of four or five 
sick men thrown upon one of these carts may 
easily he imagined without bedding', and ex- 
posed either to incessant rain, or to a killing 
ajul vertical sun, and frequently unable to hold 
qu, or bear the motion of the cart tumbling 
oft', and obliged to remain so on the road, until 
possibly at the close of the day they are missed, 
and a doolcy sent back for them. 

Lieut.-col. Murray's detachment thus con- 
trived to pull through the mud as far as the 
Godavary river at Nnmlcrc. At this place" "we 
were much gratified by a visit to the Scik 
College, where there are upwards. .of three 
hundred of that class instructed in matters of 
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their religion, and the whole establishment is 
seemingly conducted with great regularity and 
application. .The .sages who preside there de- 
liver out their lectures from their respective 
stalls,: occupying .at a convenient distance from 
each other two sides of the hall of audience 
These instructors .appeared venerable, pious, im d 
rospectaWe old men, seated upon carpets, and 
"X'vng large and richly embroidered pillow., 
before them, whence , fronr their books they 
covered out -their discourses to their hearers. 
Ihe Seik student always appears in public 

well dressed ;and in stature, deportment, and 
hahHv strikes the Visitor at once with a pre- 
I ioiv^bisftvou, They are gc ,J % 
^11, of elegant symm,.^ mid ihthcir ooun ^ 
nances alone carryta^ wessio] , ef e| . 
- 



. generally ,,ress in d a rk , cloth 
blue ttrtovtod; ni , on.,,, occasions 

* a SWMd 8M Sllle](l " and m anv of 
em: 



the .greatest dexterity, a 



this difference, that the plate of the former is 
perfectly flat on both sides, and not above the 
eighth of an inch in thickness. These arc com- - 
monly carried in a dozen or two on tljc upper 
ball or crest of the turban, where they sit close 
together, and quite at hand for service. In 
using these, missile weapons, the fore finger of 
the right hand is introduced into its cavity iu 
the centre, and the inner edge brought to rest 
firmly on the hall of the same finger ; the thumb 
is applied outside and over the edge (which is 
as sharp as a common knife), merely to direct 
the aim. The right leg is then drawn hack, 
and the Soik, raising his arm above his head, 
and inclining his body downwards, discharges 
it in a hovixoiunl direction, just as a hoy skims 
a shct of writer with a .slate. These weapons 
fly through the air faster. than the eye can fol- 
low them, and the Scik makes as sure of hitting 
an object the .she of a man at seventy ov eighty 
yards, as the best marksman could with a rifle. 
These weapons are used with best effect 
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the -UIUBL iinAMuusiawu pvoois 01 llns lact, the 
whole of- them still retaining the marks of the 
overflow by a thick line of Icnvcs and rubbish 
along the branches of lUc loftiest trees in the 
A-illa^. Upwards of twenty villages had been 
entirely swept away between this place and the 
mouth of the vivei at llujahuuiwlvy dnving that 
season, A Jogcc, or Hindoo devotee, had at 
Waudere occupied a small shrine, or place of 
worship, on the most elcvivled ptut of the town, 
iincl projecting somewhat towards the river. 
He had resided in this cell for years together, 
never extending his commerce with mim or the 
world beyond an occasional descent for a small 
supply of rice, or oil to trim his lamp with. 
lie had betni accustomed to expect the vise of 
the river as usual, and took no further notice of 
it this year than formerly. The waters, how- 
ever, htul risen unusually high, uud iu the 
course of' a single night washed the- walls of his 
abode, and tliu following morning overflowed 
the floor of the little tcumlc. The inhabitants 
on the towers of Nundcrc observed the (lunger 
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of their holy muu, ami scut off a raft for him 

but this he positively refused to ast-end, nni 

said he would never abandon hi.s deity. It i: 

iu vain to endeavour to prevail upon people o 

this mind ; and towards the evening he \vn: 

seen sitting on the very pinnacle of the cci 

with a few of his favourite idols in his hands 

the flood having risen; and on the following 

morning 1 the deluded man was missing al 

together, not a vestige of his abode to be seen 

The detachment had now crossed the Ooda 

very, There arc excellent boats nt Nnmlurc 

and the natives of that place possess exlvaordi 

nary skill and case in swimming that broad nn< 

rapid river. They wiJI pass over at ihc sunn 

time -tbree or four horses : having a pico 

of light wood, or a dried pumpkin -shell 

fastened loosely under their armpits, and JioJd 

ing the single cords by which the horses ar 

held (from the mulcv jaw) in one hand, or b; 

the teeth, these fellows kick out, and beathij 

the stream with the other arm, they lead th 

horses, with the greatest safety, across th 



91 

river. They will singly manage the most stub- 
born or restive horse, closing upon him whilst 
lie plunges and paws at the swimmer, and, if 
necessary, mounting on his back, or holding 
him by the neck, and sometimes by the tail, 
flogging him at the same time with a rope's-end. 
The bullocks swim over of their own accord, 
provided one leads the way ; but should lh\s 
leader, which frequently happens, suddenly turn 
about in the water, the whole, as it' by word of 
command, right-about also, and thus present an 
amusing scene, where there may he two or three 
hundred in his retinue at a time, the bullock- 
drivers abusing the leader in the strangest terms 
for this detention ; but the moment the leader 
turns again, so do the whole body, imitating 
exactly hi's motions. The docility of these ani- 
mals, and their discipline amongst themselves, 
may be observed with a great deal of enter- 
tainment at the Company's bullock-farm uenv 
Sciingapatam, where there are .frequently, from, 
ten to fifteen thousand bullocks kept for public 
purposes. Amidst, this vast herd the keepers 



select :t bullock of particular' cast ov breed fiom 
amongst their own droves, each drove having 
from three to six hundred belonging to it. This 
favourite bullock is immediately decorated with 
a tawdry covering of particoloured slutt*, hung 
all over with small bells and beads of cowries, 
or of ivory, with old buttons, and not mi fre- 
quently with small bits of looking-glass stuck 
in dainur or wax. His horns in like manner 
are surrounded with neatly worked brass rings, 
and frequently tipped with. the same. Thus 
ornamented by the keeper, its authority soon 
"becomes acknowledged by the whole herd; and 
the keeper now, through his new deputy alone, 
directs all the movements and government of 
his charge. The whole of the bullocks at the 
farm are. turned out promiscuously to feed 
along the extensive grounds, where they graze 
without any interruption for weeks together. 
But when it becomes necessary to select bul- 
locks of a certain breed, cither for gnn-carriagc 
or grain (the same bullock not answering for 
both), the keepers arc directed to furnish so 



many : on tins they Imve only to summon their 
lenders, who instantly obey the call, when every 
bullock of that particular herd turns out, -and 
follows his master without failure. The re- 
quired number is then taken away, and the 
chief and remainder return to their pasture. 

His Excellency SirT. Hislop with his staff 
overtook the detachment at Nundere, and start- 
ing a-hcad with the squadron of the 22d dra- 
goons, the command of the detachment devolved 
upon Major Andrews, M, E. H. the Hon. Licut- 
col. Murray having accompanied his Excel- 
lency. Our detachment now stepped out, and 
marched for 24 days in succession, halting but 
one day, the 20th of October, at Bassein, aver- 
aging 14 miles a day. During this march the 
horse artillery guns broke down twice ; and 
although they were separated, with a view of 
accelerating their junction with the army on 
the NarbmUhi, they were nevertheless passed 
by the infantry, and left some miles in the rear 
of Mulkaponr, the II. A. ofiiccrs fairly acknow- 
ledging that the horses were knocked up and 
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could proceed no. faster. Wo had now gained 
theTaptee river, and the following day passing. 
to the eastward of Asseerghur, we entered the 
Charwah Jungle, and quicidy after reached 
his Excellency's camp, Sir T, HJ,^ nt Hl ,,.. 
dah, where we arrived on the lath of Noveni- 
fcr. In our march through the Charwnh Jmitelc 
we lost several followers by tigers; the.se ani- 

">ls are very numerous m that tract, and more 
thau commonly bold and greedy, A Seapoy 
with the advanced guar ( l , WM knockal do 
ndd some distance, on our second ,,,!, 
<t. The man was af terwards 
had left sueh deep n . rk , 
g penetrated the ,< 



nte first lnstance> and 
eb lood|iu hoi . s 

'ly a s poor a chauce of 
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if the army, we found assembled there the fol- 
lowing force, including our own detachment: 
viz. four brigades of horse artillery; the rocket 
corps; one squadron of M. M. 22d dragoons; 
3d, 4th and 8th M. Native cavalry ; three bri- 
gades of six-pounders, including the Russel 
brigade guns; the Hank companies of H. M. 
Royal Scots; the M. K. regiment; the rifle 
corps ; the 3d light infantry ; a battalion of the 
Oth Native infantry; ditto of the 7th N". I. ; 
both battalions 14th Native infantry; the 16th 
and the 17th light infantry ; the Russel brigade, 
and about 3000 of the Mysore irregular horse ; 
and the 1st battalion of the Madras pioneers. 

Sir John Malcolm was also in camp with his 
political assistants and staff. The army re- 
muined at Hurilah -to the end of November, 
without any thing particular occurring beyond 
the news of the treaty with Scindcah, and the 
execution of a trooper of the Oth AT. N. cavalry 
for the murder of Major O'Donnel of that corps. 
It was on this ground that 'the news of the in- 
surrection at Poonah reached his Excellency 



Sir P. l-I, s lop, who shortly after in consequent 
detached Lieut,eol. Deacon with the Whligl 
"'ftry, the gdlopper guns of the eth N e- 
and a party of Mysore liorse to cover fh 
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;butllclKlriliot] ; iiu 

* S) when ho , ms ti,y returned 
llency's eamp (l eilving hig Slm ,. 

detachment beyond the river) m A 

t , '' 1UK| ll; . was no\v 
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nnt! of: 



preventing a junction between that and the 
Bcrur Rajah's forces'; but the* ill-advised step 
was happily arrested without any material de- 
triment to the object of the campaign. The 
Karl Rloira disapproved in very strong terms 
of the retirement oi' the army from Ilurdah; 
and with great reason, as such a step at so cri- 
tical a moment was certainly but too well cal- 
culated to inspire confidence into our enemies 
north of the Narbndda, and to postpone the 
accomplishment of the grand scale of action 
that was in contemplation by his Lordship. 

Sir John Malcolm now joined his own de- 
tachment again across the river, and proceeded 
nearly in a northerly direction by Seronge, 
thereby, in co-operation with sonic of the Bengal 
divisions, hemming in and closing up to the 
westward the followers and adherents of IIol* 
kar; whilst the army under Sir T. llislop, and 
Lieut. -col. Deacon's Detachment, more to the 
south and west: of the Narbudda, prevented 
any parly from proceeding to the aid of the 
Pcishwah. The fort of Ilindia, on the left, bank 
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of the Navbudda, which commands the only 
ford in that quarter, anil "the passage-boats of 
the river, was now taken possession of, agree- 
ably to an article in the late treaty withScinclcah, 
by his Excellency, who threw in for its gar- 
rison a brigade of guns, a company of M. K. H. 
and the 7th- Native infantry xmder Major Hcnth ; 
and these arrangements being- effected, the 
army commenced crossing the Narbudcla on 
the 30th of. November, and had completely 
passed it on the 3d of the ensuing month. 
Himlia was formerly a town of considerable note, 
but now only bears the ruinous and dccnyed 
vestiges of its ancient extent and splendour. 
The Narbudcla presents here a new and grand 
sight to the visitor, in its deep, rugged, and ex- 
tensive bed, running east and west open to the 
.eye for several miles, Its waters had now sub- 
sided from the effects of the late monsoon; but 
its variegated bed of islands covered with the 
thickest herbage, of naked and bold rocks, its 
lakes at different points, and the smooth and 
deep green stream that washed the off bank, fur- 



:vcl of its bed. From llindia the eye is im- 
ledmtcly attracted to a beautiful pagoda ou 
lu opposite side of the river; to the right of 
>hich lies the Dnrrah, or tributary estate, of 
"hcetoOj a celebrated leader of Piudarrccs. It 
/as at this spot, that the Kmpeior Amungxebc 
LI former days passed on 1m expedition to the 
)eckau; ami the people of the place point out 
o the visitor the marks of that proud cueiny 
>n every part of the above pagoda. The whole of 
he figures below, and many parts of its rich 'and 
lighly sculptured works, certainly bear the marks 
)f having been broken off and defaced ; and 
the pilgrims at the pagoda jiflirm, that the Deity 
\v&9 so much oflended at the insult thus offered 
to his temple, as to cause it to turn nway its 
face in shame from the sun, and to look to the 
west, to which, however the tale may be, it 
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certainly at present points, and contrary to the 
general order of all Hindoo places of worship. 

The army under his Excellency had now 
reached, by slow marches, close to Ougein, the 
capital of Scindeah, without any kind of inter. 
wptionj and Sir J. Malcolm inclining with his 

detachment to the west, was instructed so to 
hapehis route as to meet his Excellency's army 
.at the above place. Sir John visited his Excel 

'teey on the JUh of December, within one 
march of Ougein; and .the two armies the fol- 
lowing m oming .broke ground together, and 

encamped on the left bank of the Sepm river 
which washes, the. wall, of that capital. The' 
combmed army remained- on this .ground for 
"ays. The ba 2 ars in the town during i 

' t8VWe allc ! d . * habitant, -cold Rnd 
their communications with us, scarce 

?!> he seen in the streets at a 

seemed to have entertained a 
opim&n O f t h e Bhye ,, 
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looked on our six-pounders as they passed their 
gates with contempt and disdain ; but, the mo- 
ment they heard the news of the victory at Ma- 
hidpore, and the total discomfiture of Holkar's 
army, they with true Oriental fickleness at once 
changed their conduct, exposed their most va- 
Uiablc articles for sale, and even advanced a 
large loan in money to our army. The army 
of Hojkar had been assembled at Mali id pore, 
about 24 miles from Ougein, with the Regent 
Queen Toolsie Bhye and the court of Holkar; 
and that princess, in nominal charge of the go r 
vernment during the minority of Mulhar Row 
Holkar, had some days previous to the arrival of 
our army at Ougein, sent out Vakeels in terms 
of good faith and confidence to the camp of jjir 
John Malcolm. She professed the greatest re- 
gard and admiration for the, British government, 
and expressed a hope that the same pacific views 
which led Sir John to her court on a former 
occasion, would be attended with equal success 
at the present unwelcome and alarming crisis. 
Sir John of course returned a polite acknow* 



lodgment tor this civility, and recommended 
the BUyc to scud hcv Vakeels to the camp of 
his Excellency Sir T. Hislop on its arrival at 
Ougein. The Vakeels from llolkar's court ac- 
cordingly arrived in camp, and negotiations on 
the first day seemed to wear the most promising 
features of accommodation and peace. His Ex- 
cellency Sir Thomas held a numerous levee on 
the occasion, and the Vakeels \vevc received 
at his tent with all due parade and attention. 
The kindest professions and good ofllccs were 
interchanged, and presents of Pawn, and other 
trifling forms of Eastern custom, passed between 
the head Vakeel and his Excellency. Sir John 
in his usual good humour preserved mirth and 
merriment amongst them; but he no doubt 
knew too well that all these professions, and this 
dissimulation on the part of Hollar's court, at 
least was mere nonsense, and that we must have 
a fight for it. The two armies were too near 
.each other, and the plots and designs on both 
sides too materially at stake, to be decided in 
any other way than by strength ofavm. 



There is every reason to suppose that the 
Uhye herself had no wish to proceed to hostili- 
ties with, us; but her single voice had little or 
no controul over her haughty and factious 
Sirdars. Amongst these military leaders, Ram 
Dien and Iloshnn Khun, were the most turbu- 
lent, and seemed confident in their numbers, 
and their artillery j and possibly the recollec- 
tion of the disastrous, retreat* of the British 
detachment before this army, at a former period, 
might have not a little spurred on their pride, 
and given a keenness for a second experiment. 
Negotiations were however repeated, and car- 
ried on with seeming frankness and sincerity, 
until the news of the affair at Poonah had 
reached Ilolkar's court, when the Bhyc again 
changed Uev nVnul, ami vet used to cuter into any 
positive engagement or treaty with us, which 
did not embrace the fortune of Schuleah, and 
guarantee the solidity and preservation of the 
Mahrattu compact ; and she is said to have cx- 

' " The Hon. Col, M. 
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pressed her fixed determination to support awl 
replace Badjcc Row on his throne again, us fin 
as her ability and aid could cflcct it. WheUiei 
these were the sentiments of the Hhye herself! 
or of her military council, is of little importance 
such language was sufficient to damp and efliici 
the heretofore favourable appearance of llic no 
gociation. Amongst the articles proposed by n 
in the treaty with the Uhyc, was the shit' f/m 
non of the- establishment of a Resident at he 
court, ami the cession of Giinlmxh. us a depot 
to neither of which, however, the court of Hoi 
kar would consent. 

The Vakeels were desired to oppose tin 
former firmly, but that they might wave to i 
subsequent period the consideration of the latter 
The Bhye is even said of her own free will t< 
have made a solemn oatb, in the presence of he 
chiefs, that as long as she lived, or had powci 
she would never admit a British Resident ti 
her court; that she considered them as mcrel 
placed at Native courts to undermine and suj: 
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plant the established order of things, and to 
seduce the subjects from allegiance- to their law- 
ful sovereigns. 

Ameer Khan was urgent for peace, and had 
instructed Gufloor Khan to declare publicly in 
the Bhye's durbar, " That war with the English 
would be the vuin of the Mate, anil that his 
troops should not engage in it." Toolsie Bhye, 
in consequence of this intimation, and from the 
advice of some more sober people about her, 
again relaxed from her hostile disposition, and 
expressed an anxiety that young Holkar should 
he placed under the protection, and at the dis- 
posal, of the British government; that they, 
her Sirdars, nil knew, by sad experience, how 
hopeless any contest must prove to them, or to 
any other Native power, against a British army; 
and that, hard as were the conditions of the 
British government,, they were preferable to 
absolute ruin and degradation. These senti- 
ments, but loo just and true, cost the unfortu- 
nate woman dear; a murderous gang having on 
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her body mto the river. 
She 'had been 
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on parade that morning, amounted to about 
5500. 

The army moved from Ongcin by slow 
marches, and arrived within eight miles of 
Mahidporc on the morning of the 19th of De- 
cember. Negotiations were still carrying on, 
but with so many difficulties, and such apparent 
insincerity, that little was to be expected from 
them to the point. The ground that our army 
now lay upon was most difficult, the whole 
force being broken up into small detachments 
and patches, from the number of ravines and 
nullahs running in every direction through it; 
and had the enemy posted themselves on this 
ground with their numerous artillery and in- 
fantry, they would have coT.L us much more 
severely than we afterwards experienced. Their 
masses of cavalry might have thrown themselves 
between Ougcin and these hills, and again be- 
tween Mahidporc and the same position; and 
they would at all events }\\ t \* thus harassed 
our rear, and cut oft' all supplies. 

Even here the Vakeels again visited Sir 
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ground; ..the order to prepare for action being 
previously given, a strong detachment having 
been also told off for the cover of the baggage. 
The road towards Mah'ulpore was narrow imd 
intricate, winding through several hills, and so 
covered with large round stones as to render 
the footing particularly difficult both for horses 
and men. The army bad not proceeded above 
four miles, when several volleys of nnisquctry 
announced the baggage to have been attacked, 
and quickly after the fire of the six-pounders 
was heard in the same quarter. Sir John had 
passed a-head of the aviny with ihc 16th L. I. a 
couple of gallopper guns, and some cavalry, and 
had taken possession of a small village on the 
light bunk of the Sepva, and to the left hand of 
the ford, which village now became open. to 
the view of the army at the extremity of an 
extensive and flat plain ; the pagoda of that 
village, and the towers of the fort of Mahidporc, 
being the only objects that attracted the eye. 
On advancing, however, we soon got command 
of a nearer and greater view ; the baggage 
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beyond the Sepva, and running in an irregular 
crescent on both sides of a small hill, having 
their left on the Sepva, and their right extend- 
ing in a curve beyond the ford, and inclining 
on the river in that quarter also. Their infantry 
were drawn up in a line behind the hill j and 
behind these again were to be observed their 
masses of cavalry, and their encampment. 

The horse artillery had now reached an avenue 
which runs along the right bank of the river to 
the fort of Mahidpoic; and opening a fw guns 
on the right, whilst the other guns descended 
the ford, the enemy in their turn opened several 
of their guns on those points, as well as on the 
line advancing at a distance. 

Th$ viflc corps imdcr Major Snow was em- 
ployed at first in keeping- back the enemy's 
small fire from the ofi' bank of the river, but 
was soon withdrawn from the avenue, and 
pushed across the ford with the 3rd light in- 
fantry, when, entering a deep ravine, that ran 
with its head towards the right of the enemy's 
guns, they proceeded lo the very extremity of 
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direction, the greater part of them burst of 
expended themselves amongst our own men, 
thereby causing as much confusion as we had 
suffered from the enemy's fire in that quarter. 
The enemy's cavalry were now put in motion, 
the baek ground of the camp being entirely 
enveloped in one vast cloud of dust. The light 
corps and the horse-artillery now brought to a 
stand, the whole of the latter being silenced, 
and the head of the British line having- reached 
the ford, the leading corps were eased on" to the 
le''t, giving room to the European brigade to 
pass, some plan of action at length having 
been fixed upon. The enemy had by this time 
opened all their guns on the different parts of 
our line and ford, the fire on the latter becoming 
particularly -severe and galling, and several men 
falling' under it. The European brigade, under 
Licut.-col. Scott, had now crossed the ford, the 
oilier corps following in succession, and the 
whole obtaining shelter for a while under the 
opposite bank of the river, where his Kxccllc-ucy 
Sir T. Ilislop with the greater part of the staff," 

i 



were also, they formed themselves into lino 
along the rugged bed of the river as well as 
they could. Lieut-cols. Conway and Blacker 
(the adjutant and quarter-master generals) were 
i the mean time actively employed with their 
own staff; in disposing, and telling off the corps 
for their several destinations; and Sir John 
Malcolm no,, coming up, gave the. order for 
"e European brigade to move up, and .form 
then^lvea on the top of the bank ; instructions 
wvmg beer, previously nf to. the foot arti!- 
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the enemy's guns to the left ; Lieut-col. Scott, 
with the Hon. JLieut.-col. Murray (as a volun- 
teer) taking the lead, Sir John himself putting 
the central corps in a similar movement Th'd 
enemy now dealt their round and chain-shot in 
quick succession. In the mean time the three 
light corps had emerged from the Nullah; 
those on the left also quickly forming thein- 
sclves into line. The whole line may now be 
considered as moving* in an oblique direction 
on the enemy's guns, which, as we approached, 
seemed somewhat to slacken their fire ; and 
allowing us to come within grape-shot distance, 
the whole British front received, as if by signal, 
a most destructive and furious discharge of 
grape, chain, and round together, which, by its 
weight alone, staggered for a moment the' ad- 
vance of our Hue. The cheering, however, 
instantly set our steps in advance again; and 
regardless of the fury imd quickly -repeated 
volleys, we closed on them, and giving a volley 
of mnsquctry, announced that we were at hand ; 
when the enemy's left, throwing down their 
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enemy's infantry at Mahidpovc amounted to 
about 1600, being tbe broken remains of eleven 
regular battalions ; their artillery to upwards of 
2000; and about 1200 matchlock men from 
Ougein. Holkar's cavalry amounted to up r 
wards of 15,000, with 8,000 of Ameer Khan's 
under Gnffoor Khan, and 4000 Pindarrees and 
Loottccs of different descriptions. The action' 
commenced at half-past eleven, and ended at 
half-past one, to the entire discomfiture of 
Holkar's army. The afternoon of the 21st De- 
cember had set in with heavy rain, which con- 
tinued until the evening of the 22nd, the whole 
army, but particularly the wounded, suffering 
much from the bitterness and cold of the 
night, scarce a tent standing in the camp. The 
enemy's loss in killed and wounded amounted 
to about 2300, and that on our side to upwards 
of 800, of whom thirty-eight were officers. Our 
killed amounted to 174, of whom three were 
officers': Licuts. Column, M. E. 11.; M'Lcod, 
R. S.; and Lieut. Glen, 3rd L. I. Many of 
the wounded officers died shortly afterwards 
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upwards of 30,000, stood to their ground, and 
supported the artillery by a charge on our left 
and to the rear, when we had advanced far on 
the plain, they would have sold the clay dearly to 
us, if not gained it altogether. There was no 
corps in reserve, and although our cavalry, not 
.exceeding 1*200 regular, might have broken the 
enemy at the point of contact, still those had 
noit crossed until the infantry was half advanced 
on the plain with their rear to the left entirely 
open, and the moment of that possible contin- 
gency had passed*. The distance of ihc guns 

* Had the light corps, instead oF being seated in the Nul- 
lah, been directed to tho right rtnd left vmdcr the bank of 
the river, particularly to tho right, whoro an open pathway, 
sufficient for three abretiat, ran to l!ie very flank of tjio 
enemy's left guns on the Sepra, they would In this point 
at least Invo completely taken tho enemy unawares, and 
might Jmvo of themselves carried tho principnl battery 
there, before the enemy couhl have had lime to wheel 
rb it nd their guns on thorn. The other light corps should 
have been put m motion in open distance to Uto loft of the 
horse artillery, and might Imve gradually outflanked the 
ciwmy'H right (is long as our artillery continued to. piny. 
Hut, placed ns they wcro, they could bo neither useful as 
light or heavy corps; and there they stuck until tho ad- 
vance of the right of our line enabled thorn, in drawing on" 



P>ey well knocked U p by the time they closed 
upon. the.iV and, could not :h^e very quickly 
formed up, , or recruited their! breath so as to 
kean effectual stand against a fresh attack 
ont: r ea^But 1 ucki,y:fbr l , S)tlle , ei] , 

ved -off .^thout firing, a' shot; and 
was the indignation "of Holkar's artillery 
is sudden defection of theiricommdesAom 
the, that they actually at the conhnoncement 
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gcthcv escape the calamities of that day, as the 
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Mysore horse pursued and overtook many of 
them, who were quickly dispatched, and their 
horses and property plundered; and it was after- 
wards perceived that the direction of the flying 
enemy was marked for miles around from the 
scene of action hy dozens of their dead bodies 
exposed along- the plains. Young llotkar had 
moved ofl' with his ministers in the early part of 
the action; hut the Mysore hqrsc nevertheless 
contrived hy the celerity of their pursuit to 
overtake and capture the most valuable part of 
the escort, the regalia and jewels of the court, 
amounting, as was affirmed by the agents of 
Jlolkar, to between 7<> and 80 lacs of rupees. 
There is no doubt us to the seizure of the above 
property by the Mysore horse, but not to such 
an amoimlj and the circumstance afterwards 
oxcitcd -not a litllo discussion throughout the 
regular army. A committee had been appointed 
by his Excellency to investigate 'the business, 



but the pressure ot inovu unpuiuun, uuu^o wua 
unfavourable to. the inquiry at the time, inde- 
pendent of the obstacles that had been thrown 
in their way under a thousand unmeaning and 
idle pretences. Some officers of consequence in 
the camp seemed' to support the title of the 
Mysore cavalry to the property captured j these 
maintained, that had not that body seixcd tho 
valuables, the enemy would of course have now 
possessed them ; that it was our interest to har- 
vass the enemy by every means as much as 
possible, and to this effect it was advisable to 
hold out as much encouragement, if not an ex- 
clusive right by the captors to all property taken 
under such circumstances. The inquiry fell to 
the ground at that time, owing to the xvnnt of 
assistance on the part of those who could a fiord 
it, and not a little to the evasive tone of corre- 
spondence which was th.cn assumed by sonic, 
through motives of a prudent or partial ten- 
dency. It seems, however, that Lord Moira, 
has taken the business into his considera- 
tion, and that- already, through the activity 
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amount of that property has been dUco ^ 
dum* fl, m tf. Myso] . e < 

rh,s has been the second instance of the Mysore 
^7 havjn * de Kmelv masters of the 
lwfl,r, W pf the wmy , during the late ,e^ 
vice.; the former seizure from a detaohmen't of 
Madras- troops ;u,,der Jfcjor R. M 'J)o W all on 
H"' 



: ' avai 'y Pi,ce to claim and 

any off th e whole of the enemy's plunder. 
^ord Mpira commended Major M'D.'s forbear- 
nee, but lost no time in compelling the.My- 
M-e government to return : e very rupee of the 
roperty for the use of the army. 
Any man at ajl acquainted with the nature 
t: the, troops in India, will at once draw the 
attnptian between the regular army and the 
Wlwyand irregular troops of our allies. The ' 
ie performs its various duties on fixed, and de 
'mwed principles of discipline and subordi- 
tWJ the pthej ir. its , vejy nature: proftsses 
cl displays the very contrary qualities : tbeone. 




character as the Mysore horse are in fact 
nothing more or less, on these occasions, than so 
many Loot tecs or Pimlavvces, every man his own 
master, and every man for himself as to what 
he can take or get. Our regular cavalry at Ma- 
hidpore had been recalled from the pursuit, and, 
on grounds superior to all private consideration, 
reserved for future call or emergency. The 
whole camp of n regular army is restored to 
as perfect order and harmony in an hour after an 
action as it was an hour before ; even on the 
/jeld of batllc on the 21 si, when the British lino 
hud passed the guns, and stood in readiness for 
a second assault, the above irregular cavalry 
were solely busy in plundering and packing up 
on their horses the enemy's tents and property. 
Whilst therefore such invaluable benefits from a 
regular army arc preserved to a state, and en- 
forecd through the exertions and at the general 
consent of the whole body, it is not to bo sup- 
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posed that government will be unmindful of 
their just and fair pretensions, or acquiesce lor a 
moment in the position that the fruits of their 
valour ov achievements should be transferred to 
a body of men, who had as much to say to the 
action at Mahidporc.as their friends in Mysore 
had. At the same time, it would not be gene- 
rous to exclude altogether from some partici- 
pation those who may have been instrumental, 
through their activity and bravery, in discom- 
fiting the enemy. There requires to be some 
rule laid down for such cases where regular and 
irregular troops arc employed together; hut that 
will be no easy plan to devise, so long as the 
latter body are maintained and employed under 
their present loose and defective system. These 
bodies are entertained by our allies for limited 
periods, or at will, and arc severally paid ac- 
cording to the goodness of their horses, the cfli- 
cicncy of the man lumscU', and the completeness 
of his arms and equipments. Some receive 
monthly 40 rupees, others 35, and 30. Each 
man provides forage, grain, &c. for his horse-, 



and must be ready at all times for service. 
These bodies generally bring up the rear of our 
armies, are useful in conveying expresses, fu'r- 
nishing bazar-guards, escorting supplies, and in 
short save the regular cavalry from numberless 
detached alid harrassiug little duties; they al- 
ways pitch on the flanks, or to the rcav of the 
camp, and do not in any way fall within the 
rules or discipline of the army, such us mount- 
ing guard, piquets, courts martial, ov otherwise. 
They frequently flank the army on the line of 
march, and during the march they never neg- 
lect securing at pleasure whatever may be use- 
ful to themselves or horses ; and they may be 
constantly observed on- coining to the ground 
with bundles of straw, choolum, &c. or bags of 
grain suspended by the saddle, for which they 
seldom ov ever pay, anft whenever they do pay, 
it is by throwing the villagers a mere apology, 
Should they not meet with these articles on the 
march, they start from their encampment in the 
course of the day, by_tens or so, and, as distance 
is nothing to them, they will move off 10 or 




15 miles, and are sure to return loaded iu the 
evening- with the richest pvodnce of the country. 
I myself was on one occasion an eye-witness 
to the rapacity of a party of the Mysore horse, 
close to Muiulcssoor, when, being on pixjuct 
about three miles off camp, my attention was 
called by the cries of the inhabitants from the 
tops of the houses and walls of a village close at 
hand. I instantly proceeded with a few Sea- 
poys to the gate of the village, which had been 
already broken open; and on entering- 1 found 
a body of the above horse dismounted inside the 
village, pulling down the houses for the sake 
of fire-wood alone, which they threw over the 
walls to their mounted comrades outside: fillina' 

' o 

likewise their bags, chatties, &c. with grain and 
oil, and iu short devoting the village to down- 
right plunder: most of the inhabitants having 
lied and concealed themselves, they Iwd already 
demolished five or six small houses, and such 
was the alarm in the village, that the families 
had all collected in a .small house on one of the 
turrets, probably expecting a worse fate, I of 



hut it never went farther. In this manner 
tlicse bodies of irregular horse act through the 
country, whenever they are removed from the 
observation of their superiors. Nor is it pretended 
to confine this remark to the Mysore horse 
only: it wjll apply generally to all Asiatics 
in our service; who, were it not for the restraint 
ami vigilance imposed upon them, would turn 
their hand precisely in the same way over their 
timid and weak countrymen. Thus this pusill- 
animous people become the dupes and objects 
of every one who wishes to peck at them, flying 
in despair, and abandoning, on the most trifling 
appearance, of danger, their families, houses, 
and their property and thus at the hour of trial, 
or of danger to our possessions in India, to what- 
ever perfection or attachment we may attain 
amongst the Natives, this dastardly and imbe- 
cile spirit would hut too well encourage ami. in- 
vigorate the first advances of our enemy, who 



might, ;it the very sound of their name alone, 
find themselves already masters of the richest 
towns and provinces. Hence- we can but Jit 
best compare our dominions in the East to a 
vast expan.se of 1 wafers, on which may he met 
detached and distinct bodies of opposition, but. 
these encountered or avoided, the easy and 
yielding element will be alike open to all, and 
in its very nature alone will for' ever set, ;it de- 
fiance all human ingenuity or skill towards ren- 
dering it either stable or permanent. 

On .oviv crossing the Tuptee and Kavbudda 
rivers in advance, and getting imo our enemy's 
country, we had all supplies of beef, mutton, 
and gram of all kinds, nuicU cheapev than in 
our own even the cattle, &c. eonsmned by us 
in the Held being seldom paid (or, the wretched 
inhabitants llec'mg, on the very report of ouv 
army, from their villages; and the numerous 
hordes of camp-followers with our armies 
spreading fuv uud wide, over the country, and 
devastating every field or village they came 
on. AVc require 11 check upon this .system of 

1C 




these cannot come by their support 
These rascals, aiming themselves with spears, 
old miisqiiets, swords, Sec. form into bodies of 
ten or twenty, and released from all restraint, 
dash away from our camp from ten to twenty 
miles, and seizing horses, cows, goats, &c. they 
drive them along the reav of the Hue of march 
until they have escaped all suspicion, when 
they there send in their booty to the bazars j 
and procuring the cattle themselves at so "cheap 
;i MIC, they dispose of them at a corresponding' 
K-duciion to our bazar-men, who also of course 
lind too near an interest in collusion to bring 
the ofit'iidcrs to justice; and consequently 
these vagabonds continue with impunity in 
Mich practices, frequently adding murder to 
them when they are at alt opposed; and when- 
ever the fruits of the country are not sufficiently 
inviting to their hands, they commonly recoil 
uj>on imr camp, and form themselves into so 
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many gangs of nightly robbers. Hence the 
disgrace that frequently follows our arum's in 
passing through the territories of our allies or 
enemies; and to the same cause \ve may attri- 
bute the scarcity and deavm'ss ouv troops have 
constantly experienced in provisions, IVoin the 
consumption of the above idle and licentious 
rabble. Our military police should apply a bet- 
ter corrective, if not root out, this system attach- 
ing to our field armies. livery man or woman 
without employ, and without some kind of pass 
from the police or their master, found in the 
camp, should be whipped out and turned back. 
This commenced on at; the first starting of a 
force, could be easily continued and kept on : 
it would be some remedy, at all events, of 
an evil, the weight of which we may at one 
day feel ' in such description of people con- 
suming thfee times as much as oui lighting 
numbers. I am sure the number of followers 
accompanying our armies under his Excellency 
Sir T. II. and Sir J, Malcolm at this juncture 
at Ougcin, fell little short of 200,000 people, 

K 2 
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when our number of troops was not upwards of 
8000 altogether. The mass of followers, with' 
cattle, baggage, &c. cover the plains UH far as the 
eye can reach; demolishing every Held of peas 
and grain they come across. They are infinitely 
worse than swarms of locusts, for they carry 
' off roots and all with them; and after passing- 
through a field of 'peas, you can descry for 
miles a moving field of peas, each of the.se 
creatures with a bundle on the head or the tur- 
ban. This of course more generally happens 
m an enemy's country; but an Indian army, 
m its very nature at present, cannot p ufis through 
any' country without heavy and material injury 
being done to it, . 

' We had left the Mysore horse in the supposed 
possession of tlie regalia of Holkar's court and 
-hall now proceed to the'subsequcnt operations 
of the army under hia fcccelleacjr SirT. Hislop. 
The whole of the sick and wounded of the 
army, as a]so the lattw j the ^ 

thrown into Mahidpore, where a field-hospital 
established, and the 6th N. I. placed there 



as a garrison, his Excellency broke ground 
with the army again, in a northerly direction, 
towards Ihe Chnmbul river. Sir J. Malcolm 
bad marched \viib a light detachment on the 
28th December in pursuit of the enemy, and 
bad just closed on their heels in the vicinity of 
Mundessoor when he was recalled by Sir Thomas 
Hislop. On the army reaching the Chmyibul, 
wo fell in with Sir W. Kiev's detachment from 
Bombay, consisting of the 4?th foot, 1 7th light 
dragoons, and two battalions of IS. N. I. with 
some artillery ; and alter an interchange of 
civilities between the commanders of the two 
armies, Sir W, Kicr proceeded with his force 
in a north-westerly direction; and the Madras 
army, a few marches afterwards, took up its 
ground at Mundessoor. jVegociations were 
shortly afterwards entered into with the minis- 
ters of young Holkar; and it was at length 
agreed to, that we should have our own way., 
and a day was according!}' appointed for the 
reception of young Ilolkar, in his Excellency's 
camp, and for his being placed under the pro- 
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tcction of Major Agnew, Sir John Malcolm 
political assistant. The detachment of the Bei 
gal army under Gen. T. Brown was now als 
closing to the westward ; and that officer, 
few days after our arrival at Alundessoor, mad 
himself master of the fbrtof Ramjmoru, after 
smart, but short resistance. The news of tli 
victory at Mahidporc following so quickly tli 
late discomfiture of the Peishwah and the Raja 
of Bcrar, seemed now to paralyze all f'urtlu 
effort or opposition with the remaining Mai 

vatta powers (Scindcah and Ameer Khan) again; 

\ 
the British government. And they theinse-lvt 

being closely watched by the several IJcngr 
divisions, and cut off from all comnmnicatio 
with each other, or with the Southern Mai 1 
ratta states, now assumecl'a tone of the utmos 
humility and submission to the Karl Moir; 
A nicer Khan consented to the surrender of hi 
artillery (which, however, were far from bcinj 
in an efficient state, as we were obliged to sem 
out carts to bving them in); and Scindeah pro 
needed to the dismission of the rabble ahon 
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him, chiefly consisting of loose and predatory 
troops. 

The PimlniTces, by these repeated blows on 
their musters and protectors, being now driven 
from their nests, took in small bodies to dif- 
ferent parts of the country; and finding 1 every 
door and every hope of relief shut against them, 
they quickly fell an easy prey to our surround- 
ing light detachments; or, reduced to the lowest 
plight, they abandoned their horses and arms, 
some taking to the jungles, and others seeking 
refuge in the villages, heartily sickened of their 
late occupations. Amongst these bodies, Chee- 
too, a celebrated I'indiirree leader, having col- 
lected a small body of his gang, was resolved to 
push across the Narbudda, and try his fortune 
in the South ; and had with this view arrived 
within twenty miles of Hiiidiu, when Major 
Heath, commanding at that place, having re- 
ceived the information, lie instantly detached 
the company of the M. E. 11. with a wing of 
the 7th M. N. I. to surprise him. Checloo (ay 
encamped close, under a village, and our party 
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up to the spot undiscovered at midnight. 
The detachment then separated for the attack, 
\vi(h the view of sin-rounding the enemy if 
possible; but the darkness oi' the night, added 
lo our ignorance of the difficulties thai opposed 
this movement, from the. nature of the ground 
and the thickness of the jungle, defeated in a 
great measure the complete, success of thn ser- 
vice. The troops, however, moved on as well 
as they could; but some of them firing before 
the others had reached their ground, the enemy 
took the alarm, and fled in all directions, leaving 
their whole camp and property behind them ; 
and this seasonable blow checked every future 
' attempt by that banditti ut crossing the Nar- 
budda. 

Lord Moiva, from the important consequences 
of the battle at Mahidpore, and the successes 
attending our armies south of the Narhudda, 
was no\v enabled to calculate upon a quicker 
termination to the campaign than he was at. first 
led to apprehend ; and his .Excellency Sii'T. li. 
was authorized to rccroas the Narhudda with 
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his army, and be there guided as matters should 
luru ii]). The 1st division accordingly broke 
ground about the end of January, 1810*, and 
taking a route via Indore (the capital of IIol- 
kar), we passed for some days in succession 
through plains of the richest and most beauti- 
ful .cultivation possible to be imagined. Here 
wheat, peas, poppies, and grain, grow in sepa- 
rate fields iu the greatest luxuriance, and over a 
sheet of country, between Munde.s.soor and In- 
dorc, oi' nearly one hundred miles, and scarce a. 
hillock to be seen the whole way. There was 
, scarcely a path-way even left for travellers ; 
and we were on several occasions compelled to 
march through cultivated fields, and not un- 
frequcntly to pitch our encampment in the 
midst of them. The villages are small in this 
part of the country, and the population very 

* Leaving Sir ,f. Miilcolm Micro with a brigade of horse 
artillery, tlu; :lril I.. C., ihc 1st battalion 1 lih M. I., and the 
KusKcl, brigade ; and tliaL ofliccr shortly afterwards look up 
hid ground ul Mhmv, not far Iroin Imlwu, and WHS employed 
from this period in the soulcim'iit of that country, and ilift 
c.stablislimcnl of a court for young Ilolkar. 



sinned chiefly between the capitals of Ougcm 
and Iiulorc. 

At both these capitals the tombs of the 
Scindeah and Holkar families are the only ob- 
jects well worthy of the attention of the visitor. 
The tombs of the Holkav family ut Indore five 
certainly grand and beautiful ; situated on the 
bank of a clear and broad river, surrounded and 
interspersed with mango and other tvccs, their 
effect Is pleasing- and striking from the souths'idc. 
Hut even these tombs arc now much neglected, 
and chiefly occupied by Jogccs, Fakecrs, and 
impostors, who, on the presence of any person 
of rank or consequence, and for a small dona- 
tion, will gratify the curiosity and passions of 
their visitors at the same time, by inviting thi- 
ther bands of dancing girls from I ml ore, and 
thus prostituting those sacred abodes of the 
dead to the most sensual and depraved grati- 
fications. 

It seems apprehensions were entertained about 
this time of an intended insurrection at .Hydra- 
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bad, in the general confederacy against us. Nu- 
merous bodies of horse and foot had been pour- 
ing into the city for several clays ; but the timely 
and vigilant measures adopted by -Air. llussel, 
the Resident, with an augmented and com- 
manding force under Brig.-gcn. S. A. Floycr, 
stilled mid defeated the attempts that were no 
doubt ripening against us at that capital. 
* . The army under Sir T. Hislop left Indorc on 
2nd February, HUH; and on its first march 
descended the Indore Glmut, a winding and 
terrific, descent amongst hills to the low country 
on the Narbndda. Al Mundessoor we had the 
thermometer, during the month of January, fre- 
quently as low as 34 and 30, and commonly 
every morning and evening at 40 and. a little 
upwards, whilst the range varied from these 
degrees in the course of the day from eleven 
a.m. to four p.m. to 80, and 92-y3 ;. but 
descending the ghaut, -which must be some 
thousands of feet above the low country, the 
transition from heat to cold was inuch more 
perceptible, and quicker, and attacked almost 
every man and auinml in camp with violent 



country, the sun becoming- powerful, and the 

* * 

ground covered with thick and luxuriant grass 
and herbage, these acted upon by a vertical 
heat in their effects quickly generated levers, 
bowel complaints, &c. amongst the men. The 
direction of ihe descent of the troops was en- 
trusted by 1m Excellency to Lie lit. -col. Con- 
way. The length of the ghaut' was about eight 
miles to the bottom, the road narrow and dif- 
ficult, and almost impassable for carriage of 
any description. AVe had not proceeded above 
half 1 way when we were attacked by numerous 
bodies of the Bbccls, or hill robbers, who infest 
that mountainous and wild tract that runs im- 
mediately north of the Narbudda, some hun- 
dred miles east and west of it. These robbers 
are generally armed with bows and arrows, and 
sometimes with matchlocks, and exact at all the 
different ghauts a certain toll from all bodies 
of merchants and others who pass these nar- 
row ways. But iwlividvials proceeding alone, 
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or even in small parties, arc commonly robbed 
altogether, juul if they make the least opposition 
are murdered also. The Bhccls Shewed them- 
selves in considerable numbers OH the tops and 
skies of the hills as we descended, and discharged 
a few matchlocks and arrows at our line; some 
or' them even ventured to come nearer down the 
hi 1 1 ; hut a few of them being- knocked over hy our 
light infantry, and finding that we were too 
numerous for them, they retired, and allowed us 
to pass unmolested. These IJhcels in like nmn- 
ner occupy all the passes or ghauts along the 
Taplec river, in the Peckan, and along the ex- 
tensive range of the western ghauts of India; 
and so troublesome had they become of late to 
our communications and tnppals, or posts, that 
it was found expedient to pay them an an- 
nual uihutc for a free uud unmolested passage 
to our several runners and agents. Some of 
these bodies receive annually from us three or 
four thousand rupees, others two, and so on; 
and ever since this contract has been formed 
with these fellows, our messengers and. people 




have never suffered the least hindrance or in 
jury. The Bhccls reside entirely amongst, tli 
hills, seldom visiting the low country, excqj 
for the purposes of procuring- arms, cloth, &c 
They have their small villages in the retire' 
and distant recesses of the mountains, and gent 
rally cultivate sufficient rice and sugar-cane t 
answer their own consumption. Oi' this elas 
of' people there are certainly not less thu 
10,000 immediately north or' the Narbnddr 
and between that and the Dcckan, in a lin 
from Dowlutabad to Ellichpoor. The army ha 
now reached the Narbmlda, and passed at a for 
about 60 miles west of I-Jindiu; and thcnc 
bending our course .southward, we reached th 
fovt of Seudwuh on' the top, and command in 
a ghaut of that name. This fort was agreed t 
i>e, sin-rendered to us by the late treaty wit 
Holkar; and the Killedar being duly summone< 
the garrison turned out with their arms, an 
the British union was hoisted on the ensuhv 
day. The 2d battalion of the 14th N. I. wit 
a brigade of guns, was thrown into it as a ga; 
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rison ; but that. place, completely surrounded 
witli jungle, proved in the course of six mouths 
a grave to nearly UuU' that detachment. His 
Excellency now descended with the remainder 
of the force the Scndwah Ghaut, and had made 
but the second or third march from that place 
\vhen we were drawn up suddenly by the fort 
of Tahiair, on the river Taptce, on the 20th of 
February. It was intended to have passed the 
Tapteeon that morning-, and to have encamped 
on the led hunk of it, but the, garrison of that 
place having fired upon some of our people who 
were going in advance, the line was of course 
halted; and a smart iiring having ensued be- 
l\\'ecu the piquets and the enemy, the ground 
of encampment for the day was taken up to the 
nort-ii-west of the fort, and at the distance of 
about a mile. Ilia Excellency SirT. Hislop on 
the first report of the business had gone a-head, 
and is said to have sent a written message to 
the Killedar, intimating that unless he imme- 
diately opened the gates and surrendered the 
place, he would hang him : it does not seem to 
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have been clearly ascertained whether this mes- 
sage cvcv got to the Killcdar, or was even re- 
ceived or delivered into the fort; hut threats of 
that kind are frequently made, use of to induce 
the enemy to suvvcmler, and to frighten him 
into submission, without any real intention of 
carrvino- them into execution. NVe had heard 

tl O 

nothing of Tahuiir until we euiue upon it, nor 
docs it appear to have been expressly ceded to 
us in the treaty with IlolUar; and in (act iu> 
person, in the camp .seemed to know any thing 
whatever of such a place being before us. Hos- 
tilities however having commenced, the fool. 
artillery, ami .some of the horse artillery guns 
with the howitzers, were brought up and placed 
on the most advantageous situutum -for cannon- 
ading the gateway. The fort itself is situated 
upon one of those abrupt mounds of earth that 
had- been formed from the main land through 
the overflowing- of the Taptec, its own bed 
being unequal to its waters in the rainy seasons, 
the loose and rich mould giving way in masses, 
and presenting at these particular places preci- 
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pices of from 80 to 100 feet in height. The 
west face of. the fort is washed by the Taptcc, 
and a deep nullah or ravine runs completely 
round the fort, thus rendering the place, inde- 
pendent of its masonry, a hold of considerable 
strength. The inner fort itself is an irregular 
square; and, standing inside, the walls do not 
exceed 16 feet or so in height, whilst outside 
they arc carried down to the very bottom 
of the face of llie mouml, which on the 
side nearest the Taptce is upwards of 70 feet 
high. The fort; slopes gradually towards the 
land side to the east, where the principal en- 
trance is ; and between the square of the fort 
itself and the outer gate there arc four other 
gates, each of these being situated somewhat 
lower than its neighbour as you descend out- 
wards. There is u ford on each side of Talnair 
across the Taptce, both of them commanded 
by the fort; and the approach on the northern 
side being cut off by one of those rugged and 
deep nullahs, formed also by the waters of the 
river, renders the situation of Talnair capable 

i*. 
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of great resistance. There are, however, many 
good approaches to it, in the windings of the 
smaller cavities and ravines, whence our nuis- 
qnetry during that day kept up an ineffectual 
fire at the enemy, who, screened behind their 
battlements, and firing from loop-holes, caused 
a much smarter loss on our side, having wounded 
a great number of our men, with four officers, 
and killed two or three Scupoys. Our six- 
poimders were posted on a rising ground nearly 
opposite the outer gate, at which they fired for 
the greater part of the day with scarce any ef- 
fect, the shots either passing through the gate, . 
or buiying themselves in the mud of the walls 
on its flanks. The enemy ou their part conti- 
nued to serve their only gun on the south turret 
of the fort without doing us much injury; but 
the Arabs, with their matchlocks, had made 
some excellent shots, and towards mid-day 
amongst others had brought down a quarter- 
master serjeant of the H. A. not far from the 
place where Sir T. Hislop ,was standing. His 
Excellency was quite indignant at this prcsump* 
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tion of a haiulful of men opposing his army, 
and ho became exceedingly angry when he saw 
the above scrjcant killed; and taming round, 
he addressed his Persian interpreter Capt. B. 
near him, and said, (e Now what does this fel- 
low deserve to bu done with?" to which that 
officer replied, " Me should be hanged, Sir. 11 
The firing on both sides was now continued 
towards the close of the day. In the mean time 
the flank companies of the II. S. and M. E. II. 
had been ordered down in the early part of the 
day, under command of Major Gordon of the 
former corps, to stand by as a storming-party. 
There was, however, no opening- or breach ef- 
fected, nor was there much hope of one being 
made with the six-pounders, as. independent of 
their uufituess for such purposes, there wove- not 
twenty more shot in the camp. Towards the 
evening the enemy seemed to have reflected 
more seriously upon their condition, and had 
accordingly at about five p. in. hoisted a white 
Hag from the fort for cowl, or a parley- 
This signal was observed and attended to by 
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us; and some of the pioneers under its prote< 
tion emerged from the ravines, and proccede 
directly up" to the outward gate; ihc cncnn 
even on this hasty approach, not offering ll: 
least violence or firing ut them : and the pioneei 
immediately set to work at opening the gati 
but finding that strongly barred, they cffecte 
a small opening to its right, ;uul introducing 
few men, the gate itself was shortly after throw 
open, to the whole body, the flag of truce sti 
flying, and some of the Arabs shewing then 
selves on the walls. The party under Maj< 
Gordon was now moved up, we ma}' suppoi 
with a view of taking possession of the for: 
and was halted ovitsidc the third gate. T! 
head of the pioneers, with a number of idler 
and people who had no business there, had no 
reached the inner gate of all ; the wicket of whit 
having been opened, the Killcdar with ten i 
eleven attendants came out, and delivered liii 
self a prisoner to one of the pioneer officers, ni 
shortly after meeting with the Aclj.-gencn 
he spoke to him, saying, " Whatever fault me 
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have been committed, I am theguilty person, but 
let the garrison nuclei-stand what terms they are 
to have:" and he was thence conveyed to his Ex- 
cellency. Major Gordon with the head of his 
party, with the Hon. Lieut-col. Murray, now- 
moved on, and six or seven of them entered the 
wicket, without the least opposition; a few 
Arabs standing in front of the gate, others on 
the wall, and in other parts of the fort, moving 
about in a careless manner. Lient.-col, M. and 
Major G. and Capt.M'Grcgorof the R. S. being 
inside, a word of command from a staff offi- 
cer of distinction, outside the gate, was given 
to disarm the Arabs;- and the same expression 
being repeated once or twice in a vehement 
manner, the Hon. Col. M. held out his hand to 
an Arab, signifying that he demanded his arms; 
and which the Arab observing, he drew off, 
beckoning that he would not deliver up his 
matchlock: on this Lieut.-col. M. put his band 
to the hilt of his sword, as if to alarm the Arab, 
when others of the H. S. behind forcibly seizing 
the matchlocks of some of the Arabs, these with 
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one voice exclaimed aloud in their own lan- 
guage 'their honour and their faith,' and draw- 
ing their daggers, instantly set upon as many 
of those inside as they could get at, of whom 
five were killed; and Lieut-col. M., dreadfully 
wounded, was just saved, having been dragged 
away from without the gateway. The head of 
the party outside now fell back in some confu- 
sion; but the wicket still remaining open^ and, 
all opposition having ceased, they again ad- 
vanced, and entering the fort, commenced -a 
general slaughter of every one they met with, 
only two out of about 180 people having- es- 
caped. Amongst our killed were. Major Gor- 
don, and Capt. M'Gregor of the R oya l Scots - 
with three men of that corps. Some of the 

Arabs, observing this attack, collected together 
on one of the towersj and ^ a J 

feeble ^stance, whilst , ^ in 

themselves into the riv 
dashed top ieces , 



taken inside and 
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was instantly put into execution, the unfortu- 
nate man having been dispatched by a musquct 
out of humanity by an oflicer present ; and his 
body was afterwards suspended from the bat- 
tlements of Talnair. We have no doubt the 
above lamentable catastrophe occurred entirely 
through want of regularity and arrangement in 
conducting if, and in particular in neglecting 
to send some person a-hcad of the party, who 
could have spoken to the Arabs, and brought 
matters to a clear understanding. No Arab 
will allow himself, or has ever stooped to the 
indignity and disgrace of having his arms 
wrested by force from him : he will ground his 
arms of his own accord, according to the cus- 
tom of war; but he will rather suffer death than 
permit force to be used in depriving him of 

them. Neither the Hon. Licut.-col. M. nor 



Major G. was capable of speaking a word to 
them: the Commander-in-chief had his esta- 
blished interpreters by humeU'; there were also 
many of the Company's officers who might have 
been employed, and would have thus prevented 
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one of the most needless, butchering, ami di; 
graceful scenes that has over occurred in India 
Nor can the fate that awaited, and \vas alter 
wards in cool blood dealt out to the unfbrlunat 
Killedar redound a whit move to our justice c 
our humanity. The natives of India have the! 
prejudices in war as well as in every thing- else 
they have certain forms and ideas of honour i 
defending a place and in giving it up, nor \vi 
they recede from them until scrupulously ol 
served. They, for instance, look upon it as 
disgrace to give up a place without sonic kin 
of defence, and they generally (ire a gun or s 
before they will surrender, and sometimes 
gun without a shot, even whcrc.thcyposscs.se 
the means of a stout opposition. The garriso 
of Talnair composed chiefly of Arabs, percen 
ing on our arrival that we hud no large guns 1 
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breach their walls, grew bold in their secnrit 
and -defence until evening, when, possibly ca 
dilating upon an escalade by night, they pn 
posed fair terms of surrender, and hoisted a fla 
of truce: this was virtually accepted by us, an 
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acting under its cover we proceeded with rash- 
ness, :iml without any plan, to seize on the garri- 
son, who, inspired with a natural and becoming 
resolution, would not stoop to dishonour, and 
in resisting the attempts had thus involved 
themselrcs and their families in a merciless de- 
struction. Their leader for nearly the same 
reasons defended his post for his master, and 
when he had surrendered himself to our faith, 
is handed over to the executioner, and in cool 
form dispatched. The general impression 
through the British camp was, that we had 
acted treacherously on this occasion; but the 
execution of the Kiltcdar, a Bramin and nearly 
related to some of the first families in the coun- 
try, and his having been exposed naked from 
the walls, branded our name with an idea of 
barbarity and injustice, that in that quarter of 
India will not he easily ctfaccd or forgotten. 
Sir T, Hihlop supposed, or more probably was 
led to think so by some of those about him, that 
the garrison acted treacherously upon the head 
of our party, in first admitting them through 
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the wicket, and then setting upon them; but, 
however Sir T. Hislop's well-known humanity 
ami moderation may acquit him (and we have 
good reason to know, that he was not the most 
morally culpable in that transaction) of a wan- 
ton or premeditated shedding of blood, -still, in 
the affair of Talnair, his name as the chief 
commander .must remain attached to it, and 
surely not under the most nattering colours. 

The army left Talnair a few days after hav- 
ing thrown into it a detachment of the 10th 
light infantry. We shall now turn our eyes 
to the South. Badjec Row's army, on its first 
starting from the vicinity of Poonah, took its 
route by Gungtorry, and thence in an easterly 
direction towards the river Wurdah, not far 
from Kagpore, with a view of co-operating 
with the still disaffected troops of the Rajah of 
Berar; whilst the armies under Brigadier-gen. 
Dovcton and Smith pursued him by different 
tracks and directions, but without ever coming 
upon him ; and the Peishwah, finding that mat- 
ters were not favourable to him at Nagpore, 
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struck South towards the Godavevy river, and 
betaking his steps to his own country again, he 
shortly after, in 1'ebruary 1818, g;ivc Brig.- 
gen. Smith an opportunity of a brush with his 
cavalry near the village of Ashtee. On the 
first appearance of the enemy under Gocklah, 
our cavalry, consisting of two squadrons of 
H. M. 22d dragoons, the 2d and 7th M. N. C. 
formed up in open column of, half squadrons; 
the 7th hi front, the dragoons in the centre, and 
the *2d Native cavalry in the rear; and moved 
on towards the enemy, who, prepared iu a solid 
mass, were seen advancing on our left flank, 
and seemingly with an intention of charging 
the centre; but on nearer approach perceiv- 
ing the centre to be occupied by the Euro- 
peans, they quickly brought their right shoul- 
ders forward, and dealt a most furious blow 
with their whole weight on the 7th cavalry, 
who were broken and put into sonic confusion 
by it. The 22d dragoons, however, in their turn 
charged to the off flank in support of that 
corps, and penetrating the centre and rear of 



the enemy, soon checker! their impetuosity : the 
2d cavalry at the same time advancing, and 
in good order, to the support of both, the 
enemy were driven hack, and soon took to 
night in every direction. Our cavalry followed 
up the pursuit, and suddenly coming upon a deep 
nullah crowded with elephants, &c. they got 
possession of the whole of the Satara family ; 
these arc legitimate sovereigns of the Mahvatta 
empire. In this affair Gocklahfell with several 
of his men.* General Smith t after this re- 

* List of casualties in thy cavalry. brigade in the affair with 
the enemy, commanded by Bngudier-general Smith, C. B. 
Camp Gupall, Asluec, 20lh February, 1818. 
HJi Majesty's 'J2d dragoons, : killed, 3 regimental horses : 

wounded, 1 lieutenant, 1 trumpeter, 13 privates, total 15; 

1 ofiicc-r's horse, 13 regimental horses : missing, 1 officer's 
horse, 7 regimental ho^es. 

2(1 Light Cavalry : killed, 1 regimental horses: wounded, 
\ trumpeter, 1 private, lolal 2 ; 4- regimental horses: mis- 
sing, 7 rcgiinenliil horses. 

Ttli Light Cavalry : killed, I private ; total 1 : wounded, 

2 privates, total 2; 5 regimental horses: missing, 7 regl- 
nipntal horses. 

Oilictr wounded, Lieut. War and, 22d dragoons, slightly, 
t Urigadicr-general Smith, during his pursue of Budjee 
Row, formed one of the Bombay N. Corps into a Light Corpa, 
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sumcd the pursuit of the Peishwah, who again 
struck off to the north-east; and Uri^.-ffen. D. 
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\\:as in the mean time invited off his truck to 
meet his Excellency Sir Thomas Hislop on his 
arrival at the Godavery. His Excellency's force 
had now reached Parola, a little to the south of 
the Tap tee, u'hcn an express from Viziapour 
announced that Badjee Row's army was in that 
neighbourhood. The army accordingly stepped 
out, and marched on that day twenty-seven 
miles, and in the three succeeding days fifty- 
two, when coming to the bottom of the Casa- 
bary Ghaut, we there learned that Badjee Row 
had left the vicinity of Viziapour about three 
weeks before. The army now ascended the 
ghaut, and marching nearly south on the Goda- 
very, we reached Pultuniba on that river on the 
15th of March, where his Excellency intimated 
his intention of retiring; and Gen. D.'s force 

and mounting them on tattoes, or small horses, llius managed- 
to Iteep always at hand with the cavalry a body of infnniry, 
in evmt of overtaking the enemy- This system might in 
India be much improved upon, particularly in desultory 
kinds of warfare, such as with the Pindarrees, &c. 
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having arrived at the same place- a day after, 
Sir Thomas Hislop detached that olliccr again 
with a smart detachment in pursuit- of Uadjee 
How, placing at the same time a force under 
Lieut.-col. A. McDowell for the reduction of 
the Peish wall's posts in Gungtorry and Khan- 
cleish. This detachment consisted of two weak 
companies of the .Royal .Scots; three ditto of 
the M. E. ft. ; a battalion of 2d N. I. and 13th 
N. I.; with a battering train of two 1(J and 
two 12-pounders, and a few mortars howitzers, 
with some engineer officers, and a detachment 
of pioneers. This force was shortly ixftcv rein- 
forced by a body of about three hundred of the 
Poonah irregular horse ; and moving- on Dow- 
lutahad, we remained close to it a few days for 
further instructions from his Excellency Sir T. 
.Hislop, who had gone a-head on a visit to the 
caves of Ellora. During our stay at Serisgaun 
we had likewise an opportunity of being gra- 
tified by a sight of these wonderful excavations, 
On approaching these caves from the westward, 
and when- you arrive near the bottom of the 
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range of hills in which they arc formed, 'the 
entrances of these caves have much the appear- 
ance of so many gloomy prison windows or cells 
along the bottom of the hill. The approach 
on the N. W. side is over broken and tedious 
ground, intersected by a number of ravines and 
nullahs, through which it is necessary for the 
visitor to have a conductor. At a small and 
beautiful pagod'a not far from the caves, and on 
the bank of a deep nullah, built of red granite, 
and in my opinion, in point of art and design, 
far excelling the best or' the caves, the visitor 
may always find people willing to conduct him 
to the caves for a small present. Out of about 
twenty caves, there are lour or five only worth 
looking at ; having seen these, you in fact see 
them all, none of the others offering any greater 
variety of sculpture or of figures. The first, 
and we believe the .largest, cave, or rather hall, 
cut from the base of the mountain, is about 170 
yards in length, 17 broad, and about 26 feet in 
height, with a row of 16 pillars left from the 
rock, running from one end to the other, lia 
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front of this hall there is a small uiul beautiful 
pagoda, cut in 'like manner from the solid rock ; 
its portico, vestibule, and different doors being 
all from one piece, and .supported by elephants, 
tigers, &c. cut also from the rock. Atany of 
tlie.se figures, and the exterior work of ihe 
pagoda, display a most exquisite and finished 
use of the chisscl; nor is admiration less on 
visiting the interior of the hall and pagoda, 
which in their various figures and sculpture, 
particularly in the former (although on minute 
examination somewhat obscene), in like manner 
ponrtray a rare excellence in that art. But 
notwithstanding the supernatural agency at- 
tached to these caves, we think we can trace 
their execution to more plain and simple causes. 
The first of these works must have commenced 
from the upper surface of the hill. You may 
fancy to yourself three sides of a square being 
marked on the side of a hill ; and the upper line 
of course being the deepest in substance to the 
bottom of the hill, was probably commenced on 
in the first instance. The work m this wauuer 
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entered upon, there was nothing hut jjcvsevcv- 
ance and common labour required in clearing 
u\vay and removing as fast as possible the 
broken stones and rubbish, until reaching an 
assumed point for the very summit of the pa- 
god;*, the workmen proceeded, shaping accor- 
dingly the dome and ornaments at their leisure, 
and thus gradually clearing and working down 
to the very bottom of the pagoda'; in the mean 
time keeping the perpendicular line of the three 
sides as straight as possible, so as to form a con- 
venient area, or square, round the pagoda, which 
lies in its centre. The external part of the 
pagoda being now finished, the avtist of course 
set to, and formed from the mass of the solid 
body the entrance, portico, and interior; and 
these, all finished, they next set to the rear side 
of the square, or the side nearest the centre of 
the hill, and commencing. at the proposed height, 
they endeavoured first to remove one shelf of 
the stratum of which these hills are formed, and 
then working lower down, and leaving the vocfc 
untouched for the line of pillars, in this man- 
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ner, by indefatigable labour and pcrsevcranc 
they must have accomplished its perfcctio 
The whole of the hills running from Dowlut 
bad, as well as those to the north of it, and 
the neighbourhood of Mulcaporc, are form 
of a stratum of the above kind, winning in 
straight line for miles along the hills, and soi 
from three to six feet in thickness and Ic 
and separated from its neighbour by a thin la) 
of a loose and brittle stone ; so that to wort 
cave in the sides of any of these hills, the wo 
is already half done, and it only remains fov t 
workmen to penetrate the surface, and cut t 
sides and back, the layer or stratum itsi 
above and below, to any length and depth t 
artist may choose, being easily removed, Ne 
to the above cave the Carpenter's Hall, as it 
called, -is worth visiting, from its roof alou 
the hall itself being scooped out of the so] 
rock, and the ceiling of it precisely rescmbJii 
the inverted hull, of a small vessel, the keel a: 
ribs being cut to the most exact distance a 
nicety to it. 
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Lieutenant-colonel M'Dowcll had now re- 
ceived his final instructions from the Com- 
mander-in-chief; and C.apt. Briggs, one of 
the Hon. Mr. Elphinstonc's assistants, having 
joined the detachment as Civil Commissioner 
-for the settlement ol' the countries that might 
be reduced, the detachment quitted Serisgaun, 
and after a few marches took up its ground 
before the fort of Unkie-Tunkie on the 5th 
April, 1018. Ncgoeiations had been opened 
on the preceding day with the Killedar of that 
fort, whose master, a Rajah in the vicinity, had 
been summoned a short time before to attend 
on Badjce Row in his flight, and who now, 
finding that matters were going against the 
Peishwtth, hud sent orders to the Killedav to 
deliver up the place to the British government, 
as the only hope of retaining his country. On 
arriving therefore at Unkie, and matters not 
being fully settled, Col. M 'Dowel 1 ordered a 
couple. of six-pounders to the gate of the Pettah 
Gate, which was instantly opened, and the sur- 
render cflcctcd ; and a party from the detach- 
er 2 



meut ascending the lofty and beautiful battle- 
ments of Unkie, the British flag- was thus easily 
hoisted on the very summit. The whole of 
the guns on the top had been loaded, and the 
matches lighted; nor was it' without the greatest 
tlilliculty, and a handsome gratuity, that the 
Killcdar prevailed upon the garrison to retire, . 
without giving our camp the benefit of a volley. 
The garrison amounted to about 300 men, with 
about 40 guns of different descriptions ; and on 
examining the works, the well-furnished ma- 
gazines and stores of that beautiful ami strong 
fortress, we had every reason to he gratified at 
its easy and bloodless conquest. The shape of 
the lull is nearly square, being a solid rock 
rising irom another hill, whose sides gradually 
decline towards the low country and the Pettah. 
The rock itself is scarped on its four sides to a 
perpendicular fall of from 150 to 200 feet and 
upwards, thus presenting on its four quarters an 
inaccessible and bluff'rock, and so smooth in 
some parts, that you would take it to be a work 
of art. The upper circumference of the hill is 
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us nearly as possible ;iu English mile, and per- 
fectly flat, with the exception of the eastern 
quarter, whence rises another small hill of about 
ISO feet above its own base ; the summit of this 
little cone, which is willed Tvmldc, being 
exactly 900 feet above the level of the low 
country. The ascent to Uukie is very diffi- 
cult, being guarded on the right by a chain 
of works which unites another hill to' the east 
of it, called Palca, with Unkie itself; and the 
ascent to the latter place being directly under 
fire of several pieces of cannon, and over a steep 
and craggy' way, about a mile from the Pcttah 
to its lower gate, would render an approach hi 
this quarter us desperate as difficult. The lower 
gateway is exceedingly well built, and with its 
curtains, towers, &c. presents an independent 
work of itself by no means contemptible. Pass- 
ing this gateway, the farther ascent is through 
a number, of difficult and intricate windings, 
and by flights of steps cut out of the solid rock, 
and affording but a low and small parapet to 
the left hand " as you ascend, * to protect you 



from the giddy and dangerous precipice I 
ncath. Coming at length to the last flight 
steps, the entrance is protected by a stro 
gateway and works; passing through whi 

you mount by narrow and winding stairs si 



more shallow, and to, the edge of the roc 
and protected by similar gate and works on 
top; so that half a dozen men, standing on t 
top of this latter gateway, would be able, wi 
stones alone, to keep back any body, howcA 
numerous; and this being the only way to t 
top, so long as it should be protected, would s 
all further effort of approach at defiance. T 
latter flight of steps is just broad enough 
admit a single man at a time, being in um- 
ber between (JO and 70: with a large quantity 
dry wood on both the gates, to fire' the gat 
ways if necessary. This measure, if had i 
course to, would in a few minutes bury bo 
gateways and the passage in a heap of ruii 
and fire, and stop all possible access a st( 
higher. On reaching , the summit of the ,hi 
the eye is extremely gratified by the extcm'n 



lf>7 

view of the Khauclcish and Gungtorry countries; 
nor is the gratification less in visiting the nu- 
merous and different magazines, granaries, and 
armouries, &c. all hewn from the rock, and iti 
their depth and various recesses setting defiance 
to the ordinary effects of bombardment, or any 
other practice in the use of war. Some of these 
cells are from 20 to 50 feet under the surface of 
the rock; and the approach to them is by nar- 
row and winding (lights of steps, with wells of 
the purest spring-water from the rock at the 
different turnings and chambers. There are 
likewise on the surface of the rock two large 
tanks or ponds of water, cut from the rock; 
and at the western extremity the remains of an 
extensive and beautiful palace. The guns are 
disposed in different parts and angles on the 
hill, with two or three extensive batteries cut 
also from the rock to the east face half way 
down the scarp, and commanding the Approach 
and entrance to the gateway. Here, as also 
at the base of Palca facing the Pettah (which is 
embraced in the angle of the two hills, Unkie 
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and PalcaVmay be seen the same use of tl 
chissel and art as before described at EUor; 
and the whole of the forts in, Guugtorvy at 
Khandcish bear with little vuvicty the mar 
and traces of that persevering and wonderf 
class of artificers, Unkie-Tunkie is considcrab 
tlie strongest and best-furnished hill fort in til 
quarter, or perhaps in India; and the curiusi 
of the visitor may be satisfied to its full by 
few days' minute examination and attention 
every part of it. The detachment got abc 
12,000 rupees in cash, and realized about 520,0 
more from prize sale ; bv\t all this, with the otl 
handsome prize property subsequently taken, 
this detachment, went to the general fund 
the army. 

The force now proceeded in three marcl 
to Chandorc; and two days after, passing thcr 
over a difficult ghaut, they took up their grou 
on the 8th April, opposite the hill-fort of K 
ilcir, distant about 10 miles from Chando 
to the N. W. behind a range of hills. 1 
civil commissioner had gone a-head the p 
ceding clay, and summoned the place to 3 
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vender; but the dncmy refusal to pay any 
attention to him, and fired a few matchlocks at 
the party. Lieut.-col. M'Dowcll took up his 
ground at about two miles distance from the 
fort; and Lieut. Davies, the engineer, proceeded 
to reconnoitre. Rnjdcir stands upon the hack 
of a chain of small hills, rising from their rear 
about 400 feet above their tops ; its shape 
somewhat resembles a lion crouching, and its 
sides are scarped in the same manner as those of 
Unkic-Tunkie, with but one entrance to the 
N. JE, front. The Imsc of Uajcleir runs to the 
N. W. in a projecting neck of land, which is 
naturally strong, and fortified by a wall of dry 
stones, and a well-built gateway 'to 'the east- 
ward of it. The next .step is to the second hill, 
and further down a third ; these three points 
thus presenting a chain of posts capable of 
great defence, and being in fact so many out- 
posts to Rajdcir itself. In the valley between 
these posts and Hajdeir lies the Pettah, with 
Indric, another hill-fort overhanging it to the 
right/ and the 'left of all being cut off from 
the western hills hy a deep ravine, with u 
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llhcel village at the lowc* angle of it. T, 
enemy in the course of the day shewed tUci 
selves in great numbers on the tops of t 
range of hills, and on the principal out-pos 
and some of them descending the hills dro 
back our followers and people from eolle< 
ing grass, &c. Lieut, Davies had now fixi 
upon the plan of attack; which was, to g 
possession of the upper out-post in the first i 
stance, and then to be guided as circiunstanc 
might -turn up ; and the following mornii 
being fixed upon for the attack, a party of H 
Europeans of 11. S. and M. E. R. with 300 S( 
poys under the command of Major Andrews 
M. E. R. ascended the heights at about thr 
o'clock a. m. ; gained the first and second hi 
unperceivcd by day-break, the enemy havii 
drawn off from these points during the nig] 
and took shelter on the oft 1 side of the seeos 
hill from the fire of Rajdeir, and the rcmainh 
principal out-post. Our guns in the mean th 
having been placed in battery at the foot of t 
hill opposite the Bheel village, opened a ft 
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guns and howitzers at break of day on the out- 
post, which it was our object to carry, but with- 
out much effect, from its great elevation and 
distance, being upwards of 700 feet above the 
plain, and retiring itself back considerably 
amongst the hills. Some shells did nevertheless 
handsome execution; and it was decided by 
Lieut-col. M'Dpwell, thatthewholcparty should 
start from their cover at nine o'clock (10th April), 
and proceed to the attack at a signal of three 
salvoes from the battcvy. Preparations having 
been accordingly made, and the parties told off 
foi their scvcml destinations, at the signal given, 
the troops as above under Major A., with En- 
sign Nattcs of the engineers, moved on in the 
most regular am! gallant style, and ascending 
the hill, which was exceedingly difficult of foot- 
ing and steep, and little short .of a mile, under 
a furious discharge of guns, Gmgall's rockets, 
&c. from the upper forts, and a few volleys of 
matchlocks from the lower work, they carried 
the latter without the necessity of escalade, the 
enemy abandoning it, and retreating 911 Rajdeir, 
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In this affair we had but one ofliccr and a lew 
men wounded, and none killed. The enemy, 
still. secure in their main hold, now endeavoured 
to render our new post as disagreeable as pos- 
sible, by a constant and thick fire from a couple 
of guns, and hundreds of matchlocks, during- the 
remainder of the day. Lieut. Davics immedi- 
ately set to work with his men, in the i'aee of 
the whole of this fire, and marked out his line 
for further operations : in this his eflbrts were 
well supported by the sappers and miners anil 
pioneers, who run out their gabions, and plied 
with the most praiseworthy zeal to effect his 
wishes; the enemy firing- repeated volleys upon 
them. Towards the evening, the enemy per- 
ceiving a new work nearly constructed, aiul 
judging from our zeal and intrepidity alone of 
our determination to carry the place, hoisted 
a flag of truce towards sunset, and entered 
into terms for its surrender. On the flag being- 
first hoisted, a Native ofliccr was sent by Major 
Andrews to ascertain what they desired; and on 
his reaching the bottom of the rock, they hailed 
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him as loud as they could ; amongst other ques- 
tions, asking him what was the object of the 
work we were constructing (the appearance of 
the gabions and sand-bags being quite new to 
them): the Native officer replied with a good 
deal of readiness, that we were working a large 
hole behind it, and that we should be under the 
rock itself in the course of the night, and blow 

them all to the cr 1. These simple people 

actually believed it, although ouv trenches were 
upwards of 300 .yards from them, and on the 
surface of a hard and solid rock ; and they 
begged the Native officer to go back and do the 
best he could for them. Shortly after, two 
Jcmidars came down and treated with Major A. 
for the surrender in two hours; the garrison to 
be permitted to retire with their private property 
and arms. But these could scarcely have re- 
turned, when a sudden explosion took place on 
the hill, and in a short time extended in a ge- 
neral conflagration to the whole of the buildings 
on it The night was calm, the moon very 
bright, and the size and grandeur of -the rock, 



with the stillness of every thing below, and ( 
furious blaze, and shrieks and yells of the peoj: 
on the hill, gave to the whole scene a picture 
the most extravagant romance. It seems, so 
misunderstanding had taken place between i 
Killcdav and the head Jemidar with regard 
the payment of arrears; but whether the lat 
meditated mischief by the explosion, ov : 
former set fire to the magazine himself, in or 
to hurry the garrison out of the place, and t! 
save what he could, is uncertain ; the grer 
probability is, however, that the fire was a< 
dental, and caused by some of the gam, 
going in quest of money or property at this i 
ment of disorder, and thus falling suddc 
upon some loose powder, it exploded in 
above manner. The wretched families, hor. 
cows, &c. now came crowding down hcadlt 
the narrow passage; and some on fire, otl 
dead, presented altogether a scene of misery ; 
suffering the most distressing. Many of 
garrison had descended and got ofF by a 1J1 
track on the off side of the hill ; but the gre; 
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part came down by the regular gateway, endea- 
vouring to save their families, and many of them 
in vain searching and calling out for those that 
were no more. A few companies of Seapoys 
had been moved to the gateway for the purpose 
of taking possession of the fort when it might 
be vacated by the enemy. The officer who 
made the terms with the garrison, was actuated 
as well by feelings and principles of humanity 
as those of duty. The surrender of such a place 
on the terms granted to the garrison was most 
advantageous to us, and exceeded the expecta- 
tions of the most sanguine; but what will be the 
astonishment of those who hear it, that the eva- 
cuation of Rajdeir, and the mercy shewn to the 
miserable enemy amidst the flames, was actually 
reported to Madras, and circulated to the reproach 
of the officer so humanely performing his duty, 
for having allowed so excellent an opportunity 
of distinguishing himself to have passed blood- 
leas through his fingers? but, thank God! the 
spirit and general practice of the British govern- 
ment is far above the profession or encourage- 
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mcnt of such crimes, wliicli can only bcrcsorU 
to, or perpetrated, through the rapacity or ins 
lence of those unused. to conquer or to govcr 
The public approval of the affair at Tahmir I 
Marquis Hastings, .which had now been pr 
n'uilgatcd through the Madras army, filled ccrta 
gentlemen with a glee and exultation of spiri 
uliknown to them in the ordinary gladness 
the heart, and gave, we arc sorry to say, 
public stamp and sanction for similar outrag 
on like occasions; but we must suppose tli 
the Marquis himself judged merely on the a 

s tract report of that lamentable business, ai 

* 

on the grounds of the perfidy and treachery ; 
tachcd to the Arabs. 

Amongst the rums of the buildings of II 
deir we collected about 50,000 rupees; and t 
detachment leaving there a small party, i 
turned to Chundove, and thence proceeded i 
the reduction of Trimbuck beyond Nasuc 
The country from Chamjore to Nasuck equ; 
perhaps any like space of country in India, 
beauty and fertility, being a rich, flat, \v> 
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watered, and interspersed the whole way about 
HO miles with gentle rising grounds, populous 
villages, and the most extensive topes of mango 
trcos. We passed through this country in 
m niches of from 14 to 16 miles daily, and ar- 
rived at Nassuck on the 19th of April. Licur.- 
c-ol. M'Dowcll, ignorant of the strength of the 
town, 'or the disposition of the inhabitants, took 
up hifC ground of encampment at a civil distance 
from it; hut it was afterwards ascertained that 
the whole of the aimed part of the population 
had retired a few days before to Trimbuck, and 
that those who remained were to all appearance 
friendly disposed to us. It was here ascertained 
by the Prize Committee, that considerable trea- 
sure in jewels, the property of Badjce Row, was 
concealed in Nassuck. The President therefore 
sought permission from Capt. B. to search 
such parts of the palaces, or the town, as might 
be likely to contain valuables. But the Com- 
missioner refused compliance with the request, 
on the grounds of the town being 1 unfortified, 
and the place having quietly surrendered to us. 
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The detachment halted a few days at Nassuck; 
and moving towards Trimbuck, took up its 
Around in front of tluvt tremendous ami won- 

D 

derful hill-fort, on the 2nd of April. Trimbuck, 
like all the other forts in. Gnngtorry, is in its 
high and inaccessible scarp, impregnable to any 
army or artillery, however numerous or well 
served. It lies about 20 miles west of Nassuck, 
and distant about 00 miles nearly in a direct 
line from Damaou on the Western Coast. . It is 
ten miles round its base, and about four round 
its upper surface. Its entrance to the south-west 
side is by a large and well-built- gateway, with 
recesses one within the other for the distance 
of about 300 yards, and inclining iu Its prin- 
cipal and last gateway to a nook or angle, 
formed of two projecting precipices of the hill, 
completely securing this gateway from any 
effect of artillery, and from the tops and bat- 
tlements of the gateway all approach to it 
would be rendered impossible and hopeless. 
Lieut. Dayics, having reconnoitred that side, 
was resolved to commence his operations on the 
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oft-side, or north-cast, the ground of which was 
more favourable for the construction of our bat- 
teries, but the only access to which was by 
mil-row and winding- stairs cut from the rock,, 
and barely sufficient for one man to ascend at 
a time. This passage may be best compared to 
three sides of a chimney with nearly 200 steps, 
each furnished with a groove or nich by which 
to hold on as you ascend; and by the time the 
-visitor gets hall-way up, it would be at the 
hazard of his life for him to look back, so ap- 
pall ing and frightful is the steep giddy preci- 
pice beneath of from to 700 feet. The pas- 
sage is cut into the rock from four to six, feet 
deep, thus affording support on each side, with 
grooves also on the side by which to sustain 
yourself; but the flight of stairs in some places 
, is so straight and dangerous, that for fear of gid- 
diness and the apprehension of slipping' no person 
would from common curiosity only attempt it. 
The top of this passage is surmounted -by a 
building, the ascent through which is by 
winding stairs cut through the body of the 
N 2 
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rock to a ilepth of not less than 20 feet, and 
about feet in width, protected nt its mouth 
by a double gateway, from which the further 
ascent is through a hatchway. These winding 
stairs arc covered over by the above building, 
the beams of which cross the stairs overhead, 
and which, if knocked down, would only add 
strength to the place, by its ruins tumbling in, 
and burying- the passage, gateway, and all 
in its destruction. We made this mistake: 
as the building in question presented a very 
imposing appearance, having in front and ovcv 
the passage a large window, which we tool; 
for the principal door or entrance; and our 
guns being placed in battery, on the second 
day utter our arrival, a little in front of the 
village of Tvimhuck, we accordingly buttered 
at that building for a whole 'day, doing, as 
we thought, vast execution ; but on getting 
possession of the place, we were soon mi- 
deceived, and observed that every shot that 
hit it was only calculated to obstruct the pas-! 
sage, and consequently to defeat' our object. 
On taking up our ground the first morning-, 
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the enemy refused to attend to the summons 
of the Commissioner, find returned an abusive 
answer. They shortly after opened a few 
guns, compelling the Engineers to fall baqk, 
killing three Scapoys, and wounding' some 
others. That evening the village of Trim- 
buck (which is commanded by the hill) was 
taken quiet possession of; and the same night 
two heavy 'pieces of ordnance, with a few 
howitzers, being placed in battery, we opened 
on the hill early the following morning, and 
kept it up during the whole day, hut, as above 
described, with little effect. A party of Sca- 
poys, with two six-pounders, had been sent in 
the mean time to the oil-side of the hill, to over- 
look the gateway, and to amuse the enemy in 
that quarter. 

Towards mid-day on the third day of our ope- 
rations, the enemy's fire had ceased altogether, 
and not a man of them was to be seen for hours 
together on the hill, or along the works. This 
general silence, and' the disappearance of the 
enemy for the time, seemed to justify a sup- 
position that they were withdrawing, or at least 
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tliiit they were in a humour to give up; 
Licut.-col M'Dowcll, anxious during thisp 
to take possession of a garden and loose v 
that lay in a curve at the base of the bill 
dercd a small party of Europeans (R. S.) 
Seapoys to ascend the slope of the hill al 
the town, nnd, proceeding to the right, to 
possession of it. There was in this no ini 
di-.ite hazard or danger, had the orders g 
been attended to ; but the officer conimanc 1 
Major M'B., instead of leading the part; 
the point desired, moved straight forward 
his whole body to the foot of the prcci 
itself, and directly to the entrance of the 
sage up the hill ; which the enemy obsen 
they on a sudden opened such a tlischarg 
gingalls, matchlocks, rockets, &c, with a sh< 
of stones, that, bounding and cracking to p ; 
along the abrupt sides of Trimbuck, nearly 
rooHshctl the whole detachment before 
could withdraw. Seven or eight men 1 
killed, some of them crushed to atoms b) 
stones, and about thirty severely woun 
Amongst these Major M'B. himsclfj and a 1 
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after Ensign Lake, of the Engineers, \vhilst 
making for the garden, which those who re- 
mained at length got possession of, finding in 
it tolerably good cover amongst the rains of 
sonic houses and behind the, trees the enemy 
still peppering at them till the close of the day. 
Towards the afternoon, however, the enemy, 
either fancying, from our desperate and rash 
enterprise of the morning, that we really had 
intended an attempt by the narrow passage, and 
that no dit'licuUies, heights, or crevices could 
resist our ingenuity or skill, or suspecting that 
we were doing no good in the garden, one of 
them was lowered by a rope down the side of 
the hill, so as to come within hail of our party; 
and this fellow called out, that the Killedar 
was willing to treat with Colonel M'D. The 
usual demands of payment of arrears were made, 
but of course rejected ; and a Jcmidar of the 
garrison coming down the following morning-, 
terms were entered into for the surrender of the 
placp, vis. that the enemy should retire with 
their arms and private property: and Jn the 
course of the day the garrison turned out be- 
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twcen -1 anil 500 of the linest men we had yet 
seen a mixture of Rajpoots, Mahrattas, and 
a few Seedecs or Abpsinians. On examining 
their snms, we found their artillery not to have 

D ' 

been quite so scientific as their practice at first 
led us to suppose. There were several shells 
that had been brought in the time of the Mo- 
gul government from Damaon, lying carelessly 
about the place ; and some of these being filled 
with loose powder, without a fuze or any other 
stopper, were run down with the usual charge 
of powder, and fired at vis. This gun gave of 
course a double report, the shell bursting the 
very moment it left the gun ; nor could we 
below fancy what was the cause of it, never 
being able to see where, the shot struck, or 
what became of it ; but on getting on the bill, 
we soon discovered the reason, and the mouth 
ot' that gun was torn to pieces by this foolish 
practice. 

The sacred river of the Gunga, or Godavery, 
takes its rise on the top of Tiimbuck, whence 
it issues in single drops from the rock, and at 
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its fountain-head is guarded wiih a small pa- 
goda, with a number of Hindoo Idols about il. 
This stream runs down the side of Triwbuck, 
and is received at the bottom by a similar 
group of figures, and with the same veneration. 
It thence takes its cov\rsc through the town 
ofTrimbuek to Nassnck, its bed from the foot 
of the bill to the latter place being paved or 
flagged completely across, and in the middle 
decorated with pagodas, baths, and small cas- 
cades nearly the whole way. The viver at Nas- 
' suck discovers a larger body of water, having 
some of the most beautiful and chaste pagodas 
on its banks and iu the bed of the river; and 
the town, being principally inhabited by Bra- 
mins, strongly reminds the visitor of similar 
scenes at Madura, Scnngham, and Conjaveram. 
The town of Nassnck is also very considerable, 
and possesses, with the two palaces of Badjcc 
Row, some handsome and spacious buildings; 
these, with the gardens and vineyards in its 
vicinity, rendering Nassuck accusing spot of 
residence. The palaces possess nothing par- 
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licular to 1)c mentioned beyond the novelty 
the style and mode of building of an eastc 
palace. The rooms of the new palace arc 
low, and contracted in size, without design 
taste, with the exception of the hall for Nautcl 
or dancing-girls, which is alone remarkable 
its beautiful carved work in wood. All t 
other apartments are small, retiring one witl 
the other, and communicating one floor abc 
the other by dark and narrow passages, q 
in all the intricacy and mazes of chambc 
cells, &c. conveying a pretty good idea of 1 
cramped and narrow contrivances and minds 
the people themselves. 

There was no prize or property of any i 
scription taken at Trimbuck ; and a small pa 
being thrown in for its garrison, the dctai 
ment retraced its steps to the vicinity of N 
suck, where it remained u few days, Capt. 
intimating to Col. M'D. that he had busin 
of importance to transact that would dcti 
them there for a short time. It seems that I 
lion. Mr. Elphinstonc had sent notice to Ca 
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13. of treasure being concealed in Nassuck, and 
with every particular regarding; its place of 
concealment so exact, that the very house where 
it was buried was found out, and entered into 
before the occupants had any suspicion of it 
themselves. This secret was not, however, made 
known to Col. M'D. by the Civil Commissioner 
until Capt. B. thought it prudent' to call on that 
oiliccr for his assistance, and a party of the 
troops to secure the property. AVe give Col. 
M'D.'s account of the transaction in his own 
words*. It will be sullicicnt here merely to 
mention, that the whole detachment had been 
detained for days at Nassuck evidently with 
the sole object of securing that property, and in 
prejudice of other important services ; that it 
was dug up by the pioneers of the detachment, 
and the house surrounded and guarded at the 
time by a company of Scapoys from it. The 
treasure in jewels was estimated by Uiuljcc 
How's agents at 70 lacs of rupees ; but we un- 
derstand they have not realized as yet above 

* Sec Appendix. 
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half that sum. It seems the Marquis of lJa> 
ings sticks at the decision of that pvopevty 
belonging- to the Jinny, and the matter i 
mains as yet undecided. 

The detachment now marched for Cha 
dorc again, where it was intended to ha 1 
taken up our monsoon ground ; but the sc 
son still continuing favourable for active op 
rations, we moved, into the Khamleish, ai 
took up our ground before the fortress 
Malligawm on the 15th May. Malligawin 
the capital of Khiimlcish, and distant about .' 
miles from Chandore. It lias always been co 
side-reel a place of great strength and impo 
tancc, being the chief scat of the Arab settle 
in India; and has a proverbial saying- attache 
to it in that country : u Get but possession 
Malligawm, and you have Khandeish by tl 
nose." The-dny before the arrival of the fan 
before Malligawm, the KilledarGopal How 1? 
IJahawdar paid a visit of ceremony to the Cn 
Commissioner and Lieut. -col. M'D., welcome 
the arrival of the British, and in the course < 
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the conference said that there would be no dif- 
ficulty in entering at once into possession of rhe 
place, that the garrison were composed of a 
handful of Arabs not exceeding 100 in the 
fort, that there were a few more in the Pcttah, 
hut that they were all so divided amongst them- 
selves, that they would make no opposition to 
us. And in reply to some question that had been 
put to him regarding the strength of the place, 
its ditches, &c. he described it as a contemptible 
hole, with a ditch not above the depth of his 
knee running round it; and this wily and de- 
ceitful old Bramin, as if to add sincerity to his 
statement, offered to remain himself in our camp, 
but which was declined, and he returned. AVc 
could see distinctly, 12 miles off, the lofty and 
beautiful battlements of Malligawm ; and soon 
found to our cost the want of information, and 
the deception practised on us by the old KHlc- 
dar; and that, instead of attempting that fortress 
with four heavy guns, a few mortars and howit- 
zers, and little above 900 men (the total strength 
of musqucls with us), it would have been no dis- 
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credit to any of our first armies to have takci 
up its ground before It. This fort is sitimtci 
nearly in the centre of a rich and extensive plaii: 
without a rising ground of any description fo 
miles around it, and is built on the left bank o 
the.Moosum river, which joins the Gnirnr 
about two miles to the' south below the foil 
It consists of an inner castle or fort of about a 
hundred yards square, the walls of which av 
above 45 'feet high and ten broad, with a bai 
tlcmcnt rising from, the top of about six fee 
high, and four in thickness, thereby giving 
platform for guns all round; square ports, n 
scmbling the ports of a ship, being let throng 
the battlements, and the battlement itself fin 
nished with loop-holes in every direction. Ti 
dependent of this there arc eight towers, fou 
corner and four centre, on which were plante 
guns of larger dimensions ; the whole wall buil 
of a blueish granite and of the very best imi 
sonry. Without this castle is a corrcspondin. 
inclosure, at the distance of about 50 feet froi 
its wal), and 'its sides being parallel to those c 
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the castle, carried completely round. The height 
of this second wall is about twelve feet, and 
three hi thickness, in front of which was built, 
all round the inclosurc, a line of stabling; thus 
furnishing a convenient covering for horses or 
other purposes, this wall being in like manner 
furnished with loop-holes, and looking into 
every part of the ditch, which is immediately 
outside it, and sunk from it, to a depth of 
25 feet, and 25 feet broad, extremely, well 
built and finished. Beyond the ditch, running 
level with the edge of the counter-scarp, was a 
second enclosure or garden about 70. feet from 
the ditch, and terminating the whole work by a 
strong and thick-built wall carried completely 
round, and from 18 to 20 feet in height from 
the inside, but not above 12 outside, having in 
like manner at its different angles and curtains, 
towers, on which were planted smaller pieces of 
artillery. These, several works communicated 
with each other by gateways, and a bridge for 
the two outward enclosures, and by six gates 
from the second enclosure to the castle. All 



tlie.se gateways arc built in the strongest 
nor, and of the height of the castle wall i 
the gates leading to the castle being in 
entrances to three distinct squares, and ' 
squares, presenting- of themselves so many 
pendent works as you enter, could he defe 
as well backwards as forwards one after 
other. It would have been madness to 
attempted these gateways. The town, or 
tah, lies to the east side of the fort, and is 
separated from it by a narrow street. Oi 
approach of the detachment to Alulligf 
Cnpt. B. resting upon the information de: 
from the Killcdar, recommended Col. M'l 
ell to march the detachment through the 
at once; but Col. M'Dowell of course 
not accede to the suggestion, which would 
involved the whole detachment in confu 
Taking therefore a route at a convenient 
tancc, we took up our ground for that day a 
a mile in front of the Pcttah, many o1 
Arabs shewing themselves along the hedge; 

bouses all armed <mrl ready, but offer in > 

. * i. 
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violence or injury whatever to any of our 
people, who were merely beckoned to keep off. 
The place was summoned on that day, but MO 
attention was paid to it, and the force shifted 
its ground on the Kith to the west, side of the 
fort, it being-determined to carry on operations 
from that quarter. The pioneers were now sot 
to work in a tope on the right hank of the 
Moosnin, and opposite the fort, when a few of 
the Arahs crossed over and compelled them lo 
ahandon it, killing one of them. The Arahs 
were, hmrcvor, obliged to fill I buck in tlic/r 
turn on the arrival of a covering party; and the 
pioneers resumed (hnir work. On the JGth of 
May, arrangements were made for commencing 
operations in this tope; and Uoui. Davies with 
the other engineer oiViccrs, having already 
marked out: the ground for two enfilading but- 
teries on the right and left: of the lope, so as lo 
knock off the defences of the curtains on the 
south-west angle or tower of the fort, they 
towards the afternoon set lo, in like manner, in 
the lope itself, in marking out the parallels 

o 
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and the approaches towards the bank o 
river, on which it was resolved to plac< 
breaching battery. The plan laid clow: 
Lieut. Davies for the reduction of Mallig 
was breaching in the first instance the 
wall, opposite to the left curtain of the s 
west tower of the castle, On the outward b 
being effected, it was proposed to have m 
lodgment on it; and ascertaining the exnct 
tion of the ditch, of which Lieut. Dav'ies 
fully apprised, to have carried on our ft 
operations as might be deemed advisable, 
wards sunset on the 18th, the different wo 
parties were at their posts, and the whol< 
set to work about half an hour after. The 
ing was perfectly calm, and the moon hi 
just got up, threw its still feeble light tin 
the deep mango trees on those working b 
and rendered the whole scene -as interest!] 
it was solemn. The advanced sentries 
thrown out on the bank of the river, an 
work went on briskly till about seven o'c 
when the fire and alarm was quickly give 




195 

the Seapoys on a body of Arabs who appeared 
along the hedges to the left, and were crossing 
the river. The firing increased ; and the Arabs 
shewing themselves on the advanced part of the 
tope, a general confusion ensued amongst those 
working there, the dooley bearers, &c. throwing 
down their loads and flying in every direction. 
The advanced sentries had now fallen back upon 
the main body of the covering party; and the 
Arabs in the mean time gaining ground from 
tree to tree, and keeping at a stand the covering 
party of 170 Seapoys under a subaltern, they at 
length made themselves masters of the tope, the 
work becoming entirely abandoned. Luckily 
the quickest news of this check was intimated 
to Major Andrews of the M. E. R. by an officer 
of that corps who had been looking on, when 
the Major instantly put himself with the same 
officer at' the head of 60 men, who were para- 
ding for duty at the moment, and proceeding 
towards the tope, they were there joined by 
Lieut. Davies. Being now on the edge of the 
tope, this party drew up, the Arabs to be seen 

o 2 



distinctly behind the tvccs from the burning- 
of their notches; and tlic word of command 
being given, they dashed right at them, and in 
the course of twenty minutes drove the Arabs 
completely out of the tope; hut. unable to re- 
strain their own impetuosity, they followed them 
into the river, and close under the walls of the 
fort, which now, crowded with Arabs, opened a 
most furious fire of matchlocks upon them, 
(opening at the same time all their heavy guns 
upon the camp). Major A. with several of the 
men having been wounded and withdrawn, 
Col. M'Dowell now arriving in the tope ordered 
the paity to be recalled. It was at this mo- 
ment when the order was given to fall back, 
that Lieut. Dimes received his mortal wound 
by a chance shot from the walls of the fort. Me 
was in the aet of tinning round to return, when 
the fatal ball passing through his neck laid that 
brave fellow low. He was still heard to ex- 
claim, " At them, my boys, at them ;" and being- 
lifted by some of the men, he breathed his last 
on reaching the tope. Thus terminated his 



career this gallant and distinguished officer : zea- 
lously devoted to his profession and to the ser- 
vice, hold, enterprising', and acfivc, lie .seemed 
only to require the maturity of manhood and of 
experience to have rendered him the most solid 
ornament and value to the service. His remains 
were altcmlcd to the grave by every officer off 
duty in the eamp ; and it may be truly said that 
there was scarce a dry eye on the occasion. 

lltussM ynmh, rc^nnHul of tliy doom, 
Aerial I>;ui<U sii;ill built! ttiy lomb, 

With shadmvy irophk-s crown'd: 
Whilst .Honour balliml in irars shall rove 
To siyli thy iKimc iliro' every gi'ovo, 

Ami fiilL Ins heroes round. CUI.UKS. 

There was but one man of the M. E. 11. killed 
and 17 wounded ; the most of these received 
their wounds from the walls, the Arabs bclo\v 
retiring as our party pushed on ; some of them 
however closed with the Kuropeaus, and left 
the deep marks of their daggers behind them. 
The Arabs left three of their dead bodies in the 
river, but contrived to carry off with them the 
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dead European; this they generally make a 
point of doing if they can. By ten o'clock on 
that night all was dead silence again in the 
fort, scarce a shot was fired; the Arabs seemed 
to be not a little mortified at this repulse; and 
our parties bad now resumed their work again. 
Their fire, however, on the camp caused some 
loss, and the greatest consternation, some people 
and cattle being' killed and wounded; and they 
continued the two following days to gratify us. 
hy a few' dozen of rounds or so, the Colonel 
being fool-hardy enough to keep his ground, 
nor would he strike a single tent in the camp 
until several serious accidents had occurred, arid 
compelled him to shift his ground on the fourth 
morning after our arrival; the Arabs giving us 
as we struck our tents a few smart volleys. By 
the following morning the two enfilading bat- 
teries being finished; and the guns placed in 
them, two 18-poun tiers in one, and two 12- 
pounders in the other, these opened together on 
the curtains of the south-west angle, dismount- 
ing in a few rounds a large brass gun from that 
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tower, but without any material effect on the 
curtains or battlements, from the goodness and 
strength of their materials. The trenches in the 
tope being now finished, ami the breaching bat- 
tery prepared, the above guns were moved into 
it by the 23d, the places of these being substi- 
tuted by mortars and howitzers. The duties 
and conduct of the siege had from this time de- 
volved on Ensign Nattcs of the Engineers, and 
the breaching battery had now opened upon 
the outer work, and had brought down a con- 
siderable part of it the following day. The 
enemy had in the mean time made an attack 
upon our left post in the day-time, and flanking 
it from some old houses on the left, put our 
party with two six-pounders, and a detachment 
of Seapoys, into a little confusion; but this was 
quickly redeemed by a supporting party of Sea- 
poys charging, and driving them at once out of 
these houses. \Ve had now moved that post 
higher up the river to the left, and commanding 
the gateway of the outer fort and part of the 
Pettah. The enemy were very jealous of this 
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spot, and kept ;i numerous body of matchlock 
men constantly on the look-out against it. The 
breach im the outer wall being now effected, it 
was expected rlmt we should have attempted 
a. lodgment there, as had been originally de- 
signed; I>ut tliis plan was abandoned from the 
difficulty of the ground, which was found to bo 
rocky; and Lieut. -col. Crosdiil or' the artillery 
st't tn, bu'Hchin^ the inner wall of all of the. 
cattle, clearing with the shot the surface of the 
outer breach, the .shot afterwards taking the 
imiiu wall behind as low as possible. "All the 
shut, however, pa.-sed clear of the intermediate. 
or stable wall on ihc oft-side of the ditch. We 
had no ecitain information where the dilch was 
situated, it was generally supposed to have been 
immediately within the outer wall; nor was any 
attempt to reconnoitre ov ascertain the fact 
made, until the night preceding i| ie unsuccess- 
ful assault; and that then obtained tlnou-Hi 

tt 

hurry was found to be uncertain and could not 
be relied on. The main wall by the 27th of 
May had been well shaken, and it now com- 
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menccd mouldering and giving- way to the shot 
in large pieces. The guns were now nearly 
destroyed, the vents having melted away to a 
size to receive the Iwml of um;m, vuul it being 
unsafe to fire them otherwise than by attaching 
the match to a long bamhoo and standing aloof 

o o 

from them, half the force of the powder dis- 
charging itself by the vent alone. Our shot 
was also entirely expended, and that which we 
were now using was partly of beaien iron, 
- brought from UnkieTnnkie. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the shortness of the distance from our bat- 
tery to the main wall of the castle, not exceed- 
ing 250 vanls. and the effects of our former 

D . ' 

home shot, with the rooting and shaking lire 
from the damaged guns, at length on the after- 
noon of the 2flth of May brought down the 
centre of the inner curtain, and presented to the 
eye a most complete breach, its rubbish with 
thiit of the outer breach seemingly mixed toge- 
ther, and offering the most inviting appearance 
for an attack. Nothing more at all events could 
now be done by the "artillery until they had 
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other guns and ammunition; and Ensign Mattes, 
with the concurrence of the officer commanding 
the artillery, reported the breach to be practi- 
cable, and recommended that an immediate as- 
sault should he made. Lieut.-col. M'Dowell, 
still doubtful in his own mind as to the ditch, 
was against making the attack until some cer- 
tain information was obtained regarding it; hut 
Ensign Nattes still urging the necessity of an 
attack, and having addressed a public letter to 
Lieut.-col. M'Dowell on the subject, the latter 
officer at length acceded to it, and it was ac- 
cordingly decided to assault the Pettah and the 
breach together on the following* morning (the 
29th.) The 17th or Chicacole L. I. had now ar- 
rived in camp; and Major Greenhill, 17th L.I. was 
appointed to command the attack on the breach, 
and Lieut.-col. Stewart, 13th N. I. that on the 
P.ettah. The storming party consisted of 100 
Europeans from R. S. and M. E. R. with three 
subaltern officers, 300 of 17th L. I. and the light 
companies of the 2d and 13th N. I. ; and that 
for the Pettah, of a small complement of Eu- 
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ropcans, and the remainder of the 2d and 13th 
N. I. The hour fixed for the attack was 5 
a. m. On the evening of the 28th, Lieut. 
Egfin, 13th N. I. an active and zealous officer,, 
was brought down by a matchlock in the left 
post, and expired shortly afterwards. 

The several parties having been told off for 
their destinations, that under Lieut. - col. S. 
started from its ground above our left post at 
the appointed hour, and crossing- the river, got 
quiet possession of the Pettah, the Arabs having 
previously withdrawn to the fort, with the ex- 
ception of a few who still occupied one or two 
houses in it, and who, through our own negli- 
gence, were allowed to escape; and a few shells' 
being thrown from the tope or grove on and 
about the breach, Major Grecnhill's party in 
like manner, with Ensign Nattcs, the miners 
and sappers with ladders, Sec. and each man 
furnished with a small bundle of hay, pushed 
across the river, the Arabs until this time not 
firing a single shot; and our party gaining the 
off side of the river, and closing under the wall 







to the left, quickly ascended- the outer broach, 
Ensign Nattcs being a little a-hcad, when that 
officer looking 1 over the breach, he liad just 
time to turn rouml and say, "Totally iuipvaeti- 
cablc," receiving at that instant no less than 
live bullets, and dropping lifeless. Major (ireen- 
hill, with tho heatl of the party, however, shoved 
aver the ladders, but these were scixed by ihe 
Arabs inside, whicli i>-avc our people, I'roni the. 
darkness oi' Uic movning, reason lo suppose that 
the ditch must be there, and that of conr.se, 
further piogivs.s was impossible ; the Arabs at 
tin's time having crowded to ihc walls and 
battlements, and opening a thick and furious 
lire on those about the breach as \vcll as on our 
'trenches, whence we eutleavov\ved lo keep them 
under as well as we could. Major G, bad now 
formed his party under cover of the wall, and 
being badly wounded himself* in the leg-, re- 
turned to report the failure of the attack to 
Lieut.-col. M'D., who of course decided upon 
the recall of the troops; and the assistant tjuar- 
tcr-niastcr-geiicral passing over in a very hand- 
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.some manner under a smart fire, intimated the 
Colonel's orders to the party, the whole of 
whom fell back to the trenches, leaving about 
the breach :md in the bed of the river about 
20 killed and wounded. Amongst the former, 
Capt. Kennedy of 17th N. I. and Lieut. Wil- 
kinson, 13th N. I. and about 70 more wounded 
of those who returned. Possibly with the dif- 
ficulties that would have opposed their further 
advance, it was as well the party had not got 
in, as even inside the outer breach they would 
have been as far as ever from success, and must 
have lost a considerable number of men before 
they got any kind of .shelter, and which only 
existed for them in the ruins of_an old mud 
fort at the eastern extremitv of the garden. 

** O 

We now hoisted a flag of truce, in order 
to withdraw the killed and wounded, which 
the Arabs instantly paid attention to; and all 
firing having ceased (although it briskened on 
the Pettah side), we withdrew our killed and 
wounded, nor did the Arabs either strip the 
dead or wounded, but merely compelling the 



dooley men to hand up the musqucts, and set 
fire to the bundles of hay which we had carried 
over, they desired them to retire. The flag of 
truce being withdrawn, the firing was again 
resumed on both sides; and Lieut.-col. M'D. 
finding that nothing move could he done on 
that side of the river, moved the detachment 
a few days after to the east side of" the fort 
again, resolving to blockade it until the arrival 
of a fresh battering train. A detachment of 
the Poonah horse had now arrived under Capt, 
Swanston, from near Poonah, to act-under Col. 
M'D., and these were posted to the N. W. of 
the fort, the Russel brigade being to their 
right. A stockade was however constructed 
to the right of the old breaching-battery, to 
overlook the enemy in that quarter ; and in 
this spot Ensign Purton, who had succeeded 
Ensign Nattes as superintending engineer, was 
a few days after disabled for immediate duty 
by a matchlock-wound in the head. - The Arabs 
on the day following our change of position, 
on the 1st June, sent out to propose terms of 
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surrender ; and the only conditions they de- 
manded were, that they might be permitted 
to retire with their arms and private property 
wherever they wished; but Col, M'D. would 
listen to nothing but unconditional surrender, 
and the conference broke off. The Nuggur 
train, with a battalion of 4th 13. N. I. and a 
proportion of artillery, having been put in mo- 
tion by the lion. Mr. E. some days prior to 
the date of the assault, they were now dose at 
hand, and arriving early in Juno, the whole of 
the mortars and howitzers, eleven in number, 
being- placed in battery, opened on the 10th 
of that month, awl about U o'clock ou the 
following day two or three of the shells falling 
on nearly the same spot, communicated with 
the enemy's magazine, which blowing up in u 
most tremendous and grand explosion, buried 
the whole fort for some minutes in a thick 
smoke, and which, on clearing off, presented 
the curtain to the left of the N. E. tower com- 
pletely earned away, leaving a chasm of nearly 
from the comer to the centre tower. The 
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enemy nevertheless shewed the greatest bravery 
and presence of mind, by rushing down to the 
outer walls and gates with pikes, swords, &c. 
prepared for a stand ; and this certainly would 
have been the moment for attack had sufficient 
troops been at hand; but the camp was about 
two miles off, and the day closing in, we were 
obliged to rest satisfied with the injury we had 
already done them, still continuing to serve 
them a few shells during the day. Towards 
the evening two Jemidars again came out; and 
after a tedious and obstinate stand on both 
sides, it was agreed that the garrison should 
march out and surrender their arms. lint pre- 
vious to admitting Licut.-col. M'U. to hoist 
our colours in the fort, they demanded from 
him a written paper to the above purport, that 
they should have protection for themselves and 
families to their destination. The pnper was 
written in the Mabratta language, and it was 
afterwards discovered that that paper implied a 
meaning whence could he construed that the 
Arabs might go where they pleased, or to their 
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own place of destination, and which, after num- 
berless discussions and references between the 
Bombay government, the Hon. Mr. E., and the 
Chief ;it Surat, was decided in their favour; 
ihe words in the terms on which the doubt 
rested were " MukunikiX Murad," whieh literally 
mean " the intention of the place of abode or 
doshnation." Now the question was, whether 
by these terms was meant that their place of 
residence or destination was to be fixed by us 
or by the Arabs; for it will be as good in one 
sense as the other. The Arabs, in demanding 
that paper, were entirely guided by a regard 
for their own safety and that of their families, 
if not through an apprehension of treachery ; 
and Col M'Dowtll in his public report inti- 
mated as much, viz. that he had been induced 
to grant them that paper to remove a serious 
alarm that the Arabs were in for their lives, in 
reference to a recent transaction in that neigh- 
bourhood (evidently alluding to Talnair). This 
report reached the Marquis Hastings, and his 
Lordship called upon Col. M'D. to explain 
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more fully (he tendency and meaning 
allusion. The truth is, the report \vs 
lent throughout every part of the count 
the gates of Talnair had been fairly and 
opened to us, and that we ties troy e< 
woman, and child in it; nor did the disj 
and menaces on the part of certain gei 
in other parts of their immediate vieinir 
much calculated to undeceive the pco 
remove that foul stigma from our ch; 
On the morning of the I3th June seven 
panics from the detachment paraded 
bank of the Moosum river opposite tl 
gate; and Lieut. Sherriff, a zealous and 
officer, with a member of the Prize Com 
were sent in by Lieut.-col. M'D. for tl 
pose of arranging- matters with the garr 
turn out. The Arabs inside, notwithst 
the repeated assurances of Lieut. S. tha 
persons would be respected, and that the 
were in no danger, evinced the greatest c 
and alarm, and could not for a consic 
time be prevailed upon to move out, no 
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Lieut. Shcrriff staked his own life for our faith, 
by placing himself between two of the Arabs, 
ant! tolling them, " Now if a man of you is 
touched, you may deprive me of my existence 
I am in your power." They on this turned out 
to the number of 310, of these about 40 Hin- 
dostanees; and grounding their arms, daggers, 
&c. they were marched off to the Pcttah by a 
strong guard ; and a street having been prepared 
for their reception, the whole were confined to 
it as prisoners for the present. Col. APDowell 
most generously returned the small daggers to 
many of them, these weapons being generally 
handed clown from father to .son, and considered 
almost sacred amongst them. Thus after nearly 
a month's hard work, and the loss of 5 officers 
killed, and 8 wounded, with upwards of 300 
men killed and wounded, fell the strong and 
tough hold of Malligawm into our possession. 
The Killedar, Raj Bahawdar, now made his ap- 
pearance from the castle, and contrived for a 
time to impose upon the Civil Commissioner, 
and to palliate his former falsehood and du- 

p 2 
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plictty on the ground of compulsion by the 
Arab garrison; and Capt. J3., being fully 
impressed with his innocence, and commiserat- 
ing the distresses that had been undergone by 
the Killedar and his family during the siege, 
thought proper to interpose his authority, and 
prevent the Prize Committee from taking any 
inventory of the goods of the Killedar. Capt. 
B- was, however, shortly after more fully per- 
suaded of the real merits of this impostor, and 
at length ascertained that the Killedar had not 
only encouraged the Arabs to the defence of' 
jVIalligawm, but that he also, on the evening 
preceding the surrender, paid them up their 
arrears with a handsome gratuity. A con- 
siderable time after the Killedar's property had 
been withdrawn, and no doubt secured, he 
(Capt. B.), as if in mockery, intimated to. the 
Prize Committee that he had ordered the Kille- 
dar's horses, &c. to be given over to any person 
that might be appointed to receive them; but to 
this the Prize Committee paid no attention, as 
they had been prevented in the first instance 



now reported me termination or the siege to 
Qipt. Briggs, ami the terms that had been 
granted to the garrison, viz. personal security 
and subsistence to their place of destination ; 
and requested him to appoint some people to 
provision the prisoners ; but to which that 
officer replied, that he had nothing what- 
ever to do with (he garrison, or the conditions 
granted them. The Colonel, therefore, was 
obliged to order tlic Commissariat Officer to 
furnish the wants of the Arabs. Capt. 13. in 
fact was displeased that any terms had been 
granted the Arabs, and was heard to say, that 
lie had at least expected that the whole of them 
should be put in irons, and employed on the 
public roads. In the mean time Capt. B. for- 
warded a copy" of the terms to the Hon. Mr. E., 
saying, that as he was ignorant of the exact 
meaning of them himself, he begged to be in- 
formed how he was to act upon the occasion. 
The Arabs were still in confinement, nor had 
lliey to this time once attached a quibble or 




214 

indirect meaning to the paper they had re- 
ceived; and that was the moment for Capt. 
B. and Col. M'D. to have come to a precise 
understanding with them as to what they ex- 
pected. The matter being still left in doubt, 
the Arabs were moved from Malligawm to 
Surat, where, as above stated, after a tedious 
correspondence they were dismissed, and per- 
mitted to go their way. 

The Malligawm Arabs, on their arrival at 
Surat as prisoners, had been urged by the ad- 
vice of some people to an insolent demand of 
pay, &c. from the British authorities there j and 
these, both civil and military, seemed to view 
the Arabs in so desperate a light, as to have 
almost lost all confidence in themselves and 
the troops at that station. They wrote to the 
Bombay government, begging- to be informed 
how they were to act with the Arabs whether 
to discharge their demands, or deny them. If 
the latter, that the government had better send 
up some European troops to keep them in order, 
as the Arabs had sent word to the Factory, that 
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_ unless their demands were complied with, they 
would proceed to the attack of*the castle itscU 1 . 
The officer commanding at Surat added in his 
letter on the subject, that the Arabs seemed 
to despise altogether the Native troops; tli.it 
when told we should compel them to obedience 
by force of arms, they replied, " We care little 
for you, or about }'our Seapoys ; we sec, it is 
true, you have a number of Morghees, or -fowls, 
hut we can't perceive any cocks, or the true 
fighting-breed, amongst you." Now the dis- 
contented Arabs amounted to about 200 (for 
many had deserted on the road from Khan- 
dcish), and the British garrison to upwards of 
800 Seapoys and some artillery. A Lieutenant 
in the command of a small post in the vicinity 
of the place where the Arabs were, wrote to the 
Lieutenant-colonel commanding at Surat, that 
he was apprehensive of an attack by the Arabs, 
who were in very had humour; that he had 
but little ammunition left, and begging a 
farther supply of it; adding, "But let it be 
sent in to me in the most private manner, lest 
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tfie Arabs perceive it, and be ihence hurried on 
to attack me." If the stability of the IJmish 
government, its rank, and authority, are to be 
shaken and interrupted through the audacious 
menaces of a handful of vagabonds, and this 
through the \viuit of a becoming energy and 
conduct in the existing authorities on the spot, 
in the face of a population of some hundreds of 
thousands in the (ace too of an armed body 
quadruple the number of those to be opposed, 
and at one of our oldest and most respectable 
settlements in India what arc \vc to expect, 
ut a serious and trying hour, from our firmest 
authority, or the talents and conduct of those 
charged by government with such trusts?- 
The Hon. Mr, K., on seeing the above cor- 
respondence, shut up all further discussion 
about the Arabs, and recommended that they 
should be discharged at their pleasure*. 

* Suratis the port, in fact the depot, whence the Arabs 
disperse themselves tlirougliout lUe ccumtvy. There tu'o -,\1. 
Surat Stiverul respectable and opnlem Arab murchaniSj whoso 
interest it has been heretofore to encourage tlio emigration 
of their countrymen to the coasts of India, anil who, on I heir 



Lieut.-coKmcl M'Dowell's detachment now 
moved from Malligawm, and took up its ground 
for the monsoon ;ibout halfway between Mal- 
ligawm and the Casabary Ghaut; and in a few 
days after their arrival [here, they were visited 
by the cholera worbus, which carried off be- 
tween 30 and 40 Europeans and as many Na- 
tives in the course of a few days; the M. E. II. 
alone, from the end of June, to the end of 
September, having- lost from that disease and 
fevers upwards of 100 men. The detachment 
of the Hoy al Scots had fortunately retired to 
Jaulnah before it appeared in the camp. The 
cholera morbus t in most of the cases, set at de- 
fiance all human skill and aid. The men were 
frequently taken ill at parade, and generally 

arrival at Burnt or Bombay, wore detached at the pluiisure of 
those merchants, who hud in a manner been furnishnt) with 
Uic requisite authority for these troops from the Native 
powers oCIJurnr, Poonali, and the Dockan. These conscripts 
were fivnislicd with a small outfit ami arms by the above 
merchants; am) an they afterwards advanced in favour or 
rank at thoir particular destinations, iliey were enabled to 
repay, with handsome interest, iht first advances of tlii'ir 
friends. 
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eaily in the morning, at first by a slight vomit- 
ing and purging, succeeded by an attack of 
ague, with a cold moist skin ; and were in fhcfc 
past remedy in many cases before they even 
reached the surgeon. Their eyes became 
sunken and hollow, the pulse ceased, and a 
quick and sudden purging of white matter en- 
sued : the lancet applied in several cases had no 
effect, the veins and even arteries not giving 
above a drop or two of black blood. The patient 
\vasi\oxt seized, with a numbness, and cramps 
about his logs and knees, which quickly chang- 
ing to spasms and ascending to the 'stomach, 
released him in a few, minutes from further 
suffering. The ground on which the detach- 
ment lay was elevated and dry, with a clear and 
beautiful stream in the rear, and the country 
about it more free from jungle than perhaps 
any other spot in Khandeish : yet all the corps 
along that position suffered nearly alike from the 
above disease. But what is very remarkable, 
the 17th L. I. situated on the right, and be- 
tween two hills through which a constant and 



strong current of aiv blew, escaped altogether, 
nor hail they a single instance of chqkra 
amongst them for t\vo months; Init the moment 
they quitted that ground on their march to join 
General Doveton, the complaint sturtcrl up 
amongst them, and caused several casualties. 
Many medical men are divided in their opinions 
as to that disease, "improperly called the cho- 
lera" being contagious or not; but, although 
not of that profession, from the many striking 
instances I have witnessed amongst the troops, 
I should think there is good reason for con- 
cluding it to be contagious; however, only in 
;i peculiar character, and in such a way as we 
perceive a flash of lightning take a particular 
spot of ground from the previous sympathy 
and property of it to the lightning; thus ten 
men may visit a man taken with the cholera, 
and not a single man be affected by it, and two 
may visit him the following day, and one of 
these he taken with it. We .witnessed in the 
hospital on the Funjawm several cases that 
seemed to have been contracted by contagion 
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MI " l( - v " '"''. wlion few hours after was seized 
"'"'"'"'''""I'lnim'.aud dial; other., i,, the 1, M . 
'"". ll '"'I' 1 "* 11 '' l*tlm. B l,im nml others suffered 
"" "'.l<"'.v, nor was there any CMC whore 'the sick 
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.v'"irn.-f ilu-mj whilst gni,, we observed three 
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iuwl in the Cownn near Mullignwn, ; 
i which ,,| 1U . C mi olliocr of the Hombuy 
'""'.v tol |.tiHnl while I WIW ,| K ,,, C) nm , two 
'" ""w "I' I'i.i linirers having I.een taken with 
II"' ', cnu! (,r these, a hi B h. CM t man, was 
_'lro<liu-wl immn K t a party ,,f fieelmndies < 
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wlifu tilt; ahovo. hearer lay, was seixed with the 
'"'me iliMM.se, and died thai: evening also. -I was 
|>iwnt mj'M-lf at the lirst attack, and achninis- 
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tered -some powders that I had by me, but to no 
purpose. He was also bled, but only a feu- 
black drops Issued from his arm. 

We hiid not been above a week on our mon- 
soon ground, wlicu a private report reached 
Cot. M ( Do well from Captain B. stating that 
having obtained information of Tvimbuckjcc 
DangHa being- in the neighbourhood of Done, 
in Gungtorry, he Captain B. had sent Capt. 
Swanstou with his party of irregular horse to 
take him prisoner, and that lie was glad to say 
Capt.Swanston had fully succeeded, adding- that 
the little property that, was by Trimbuckjee was 
divided on the spor, and that the prisoner was 
then secured in Chundorc. Not a word more 
Imd been reported on the subject, and the whole 
transaction was hushed tip and buried in silence 
for nearly two mouths after, when certain rc- 
pprts reaching the Prize Committee, demand- 
ed their inquiry and attention to the affair 
in question. It seemed that Trimbnckjee on 
the rout and dispersion of Bacljee Row's army 
by Gen. Dovcton and Col. Adams near Nag- 
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pore, in Apvil 1818, deserted his master, 
was willing to accept the general terms of 
proclamation by the Honourable Mr. E., 
had accordingly reached the village wi 
bis father-in-law resided, and having pnrch; 
some bullocks, carts, and ploughs, with a -\ 
of abandoning his public life, lie proposed In 
out the remainder of his clays in peace ami 
scanty. Trimbuckjcc had not been many ^ 
in the village, when the resentment of a wo 
for some former injury done to her husbam 
Trimbuckjce, prompted her to take this op 
tunity of revenge, by informing the British 
thority of his residence amongst them; and 
accordingly left her village, ami having ma 
long march, put the secret in a train of qilii 
reaching Captain Bs cars at Chandorc. ( 
tain IJ. on receiving this news, wrote of 
Capt. S\vanston to push oil' for Tiimlmck 
and Capt. Swanston with his irregular h 
starting from Malligawm, reached the al 
village, after a march of 40 miles, early on 
following morning; and at day-break ha 
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surrounded the village, he entered the gate with 
a few of his men, ami observing- a man running, 
quick past him, he halted him, and desired him 
to point out the house where Trimbuckjee's 
father-in-law resided. The" fellow refused at 
first, but, terrified at last, he turned round and 
pointed out the house, when several of the 
horsemen dismounting entered and searched 
the house, but could not for some time find 
Trimbuckjee, although they came upon his 
women and property; but at length having 
rummaged under some hay in an upper Joff, 
he was there found concealed under it. He 
was shortly after mounted on a horse with 
his family in hackcrries; and all his property 
being secured, the whole moved oft' to Chan- 
clore, where Capt. Swanston gave over his 
charge to Captain B. who immediately au- 
thorised that officer to take and divide the 
whole of the prisoner's property. The amount, 
according to Trimbuckjee's own statement at 
Tannah in March last, exceeded somewhat two 
lacs of rupees, or about 24,000/. From these 
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particulars, and the circumstance of there not 
having been a shot fired or the least opposition 
made, and adverting also to the cause of Trim- 
buckjee's return to that part of the country, viz. 
the. dispersion of Badjee How's force by the 
regular army under General Doveton and Col. 
Adams: the Prize Committee addressed a let- 
ter to Col. M'Dowell, with one to the Civil 
Commissioner, claiming the above property, " if 
it could he justly forfeited by the owner," as 
belonging to the regular army ; the post whevc 
it was taken being within Col, McDowell's 
command, and the detachment employed to all 
intents and purposes of a military and organized 
nature. Captain B, returned a very short 
answer, saying, that he did not look to tlie 
Prize Committee for their approbation of bis 
measures. He added, however, that the amount 
was overrated, as it only amounted to 00,000 
rupees, but that he should uow refer the busi- 
ness to the Hon. Mr. E. for his decision; and 
we find in a letter under date the 5th of Octo- 
ber, being uu interval of nearly four months 



from the seizure, that the appropriation of the 
property was confirmed by the Marquis of Hast- 
ings to Capt. Svviuistou's irregular horse. 

Tlie detachment, however, looked upon this 
disposal of TrimJxickjce's property Jjy Capl. 11. 
as a partial act, and one not altogether uncon- 
nected with feelings of private regard; nor 
could they draw the distinction, agreeably to 
Capt. I3.'s own reasoning, between the present 
case ami that of Nassuck : the treasures of the 
latter being surrendered without opposition to 
the same class of troops, and carried to the side 
of government, and Trimbuekjee's capture hav- 
ing- been effected with a like facility, but bis 
property made over to an individual officer and 
his horsemen. Independent of this, there were 
detachments of Sid M.N.I, and 4th B.N.I. 
jioi: half the distance from Trimbnckjee's resi- 
dence that Mulligawm was, and Lieut. Rind's 
detachment; of the .same horse (the very party 
who had before taken possession of Nassuck) at 
a nearer distance than the detachment under 
Capt. S. It was therefore a matter of surprise 
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to Lieut.-col. M'D. and his detachment that 
none of the. above parties more convenient at 
command had not been ordered on that duty. 
It seems that Captain B. did not even think it 
expedient to have given all the particulars to 
the Hon. Mr. E. himself; i'ov until the letter 
from the Prize Committee reached Captain B. 
there was no public acknowledgment of the cap- 
ture heyond "the little property;" but Captain 
B. then discovered it to have amounted to 
60,000 rupees, -and the Pvize Committee to up- 
wards of two lacs; and Captain Il's act after a 
considerable lapse of time is, as a matter of form, 
confirmed by the Supreme authority*. Whilst 
Lieut.-col. M 'Dowel Ps detachment was em- 
ployed in Khandeish, other forces were in like 
manner busy and successful in reducing the 
strong-holds in the southern Mahratta country 
and the Concan; those in particular under Brig.- 

* The Marquis Hastings, however, has since 'paid a nearer 
attention to the subject, on the report of the Prize Committee; 
and ivc are sure his Lordship's decision, whatever it shall 
be, will at least be consistent with the principles of public 
equity, 



generals Munro, anil Prit/ler, Colonels Profiler, 
Deacon, Kennedy, Boles, Imlacli, and Elridge*. 

* Of these the principal, and indeed tlie only smart af- 
fair was that atSholnpore under Gen. Munro, at which not 
having been present ourselves, we give an account of it in 
the words of a correspondent. 

" Camp near Umieed, 23d May, 1818. 
" Bajec Rao had long looked upon Shulnpore as his last 
refuge, am) his infantry and guns having been for some 
time moving about in that neighbourhood, there was ground 
for supposing that he intended to pass the monsoon there; 
CiL'ti. j\Iitnro, therefore, as soon as he was joined by Gen. 
Pritzler's detachment., moved to tlic tastwjml, and encamped 
before the place on the morning of the Oth. The infantry 
and guns had taken up a position under the walls of the fort, 
and covered by the bank of a Isu-ge tank which embraces 
part of the mi!! ant) Pet f ah, A strong reconnoitring party 
was scut round the Pettah by the left, and in the afternoon 
another to the right, to examine their position. The enemy 
were very bold, and advanced to attack both reconnoitring 
parties, hut these having accompl ish<;r| llicir purpose, avoided 
coming to an engagement. It was now determined to adopt 
the left attack, and having first of all stormed the Pettah, to 
suit the ulterior operations to the movements of the enemy. 
strong detachment was therefore moved at 3 o'clock in 
the morning (on the 10th), and as it approached the Pettah 
wall on the far side iheN. E. was divided into three columns; 
two of them to assault under Col. How ill, C. B,,Lind tlie third 
under Gen. Pritzler, to remain on the outside, to rub up the 
enemy whenever he should make a movement. Gen. Munro 
remained with this third division, to superintend the \vholc. 

Q2 



Barljec Ro\\- h;ul contrived in the mean time, 
the skill and ccleritv of his movements, to cvi 



The Pcttah was carried in very i'mi' stylo, ihi: ennuiy h;\v 
only their usual guards upon the rampart, and intimidate 
suspect, hy tlii'cc ehecru, which our lad." gave when they 
upon the top of (ho wall, \Vlniii in i:omplele iisscssioi 
tlio Pctiah, it was broad day-lijjht, and the enemy's \vl 
force was observed moving round lo our rear by tlio ? 
wall. Ceil. Prilzler, being apprised of lliis, was on the :il 
and waited (under cover of an angle oflhc Pcllali) until li 
should come \vUluu t\ vcasonahle iliftiancc; Uul ihc i-nc 
having discovered him, drew up in line, and commence 
cannonade. Our artillery were also run out, and la 1 pi i 
till a tumbril blew up among tlic enemy; find our coli 
advancing about the same time, they lied in tlie utmost c 
fusion. Thty now t\ticwpt.ci\ to u\Ue up i\wv old burl! 
the tank, liut our parties from tlic walls of the Pel tali dr 
them from that, and obliged them to run into tlio covcrtv 
of the fort. They left three guns in our possession, i 
threw others into the ditch to prevent their lulling into 
hands. 

Our loss in these aflliirs was not considerable, but our 
vanccd parties were frequently sallied out upon during 
day, and many of our brave fellows weve womulcil. ' 
flank companies of the (jjth and of the 4th N. I. were 
principal sufferers; they rendered the enemy's situuiioi 
the covertway however so uncomfortable, that the wli 
body of them moved olV(\viihout thoir guns) about -t o'cli 
\ntl\eafiumoun. Tliia gave occasion lo another brilli 
alVair, which I would givo you all the particulars of, 
am afraid have already trespassed on -your patience. S 



all our pursuits, leaving Brig. -gen. Smith fre- 
quently in the rear, and throwing him now and 



fico vt 10 say, tluit General Pritzler with two squadrons, and 
the gallopers ol' the 22d dragoons, aided by Capt. Munro's 
and Doola Khan's irrogulur horse, got among them nt half 
past five, at the distance of six miles from camp, anil left 
a or 000 of them dcud on the field. The party returned 
about 1 1 o'clock at night <|uite exhausted ; with few casual- 
ties; hut several have since taken place (from wounds and 
fever), and among the rest, that of the lamented Capt. Chad- 
wick, from a complaint brought on by excessive fatigue. 

Tlit force; was employed from ihe llth till the Htli in 
preparations against (lie fort, and our butteries, consisting 
of 8 guns and live mortars, having opened upon 11 weak part 
of the rampart, a breach was clTectcd in a few hours. The 
encju}' lujwrvcr did not wait nntil-un assault was practicable, 
but Mem out to say ili.it they had surreudcicd; they were 
permilled to remain hi the fort until ncxtAnoming (the 15th), 
when tlioy nwrchcd oil' with arms and private property. 
They were about five ov six hundred strong; and tho field 
army (under Cunput Hao) about six thousand. We found 
about fifty guns in the place, some of them, which had 

been carried in from the outside, vc-ry excellent ones of brass. 
Wo expect now, as there is nothing else to do, to go into 

monsoon quurlers at, Darwar." 

Return of killed and wounded in the field division of the 
army before Sholapoor, from the lOih to the 1 5th May, 
1818. 
Mis Majesty's 22(1 light dragoons: wounded, 1 captain, 

1 rank and file, ^ olliceis' horses, 10 regimental horses; 4 

horses missing. Detachment aniHury wounded, 1 gun 
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then oft' the scent altogether*. General Dove- 
ton, however, kept close on his heels, and at 
length pressed him so hard, in April; to the east- 
ward of' Nag-pore, that Col. Adams was enabled 
with his force to surprise his camp, and setting 
smartly upon them effected the dispersion of 
several thousands of Badjcc Row's adherents, 
killing some and taking considerable quantity 

. lascnr. His Majesty's flank battalion: killed, 3 rank and 
file; wounded, 1 havildar, and 33 rank and file. Kiflc de- 
tachment: killed, 1 havilriar; wounded, 8 rank and file. 
2d battalion 4th regiment M.N.I.: killed, 1 havililar, and 
3 rank and file; wounded, 9 rank and file. 1st battalion 7th 
regiment tiombay N. I. : killed, 1 rank and file ; wounded, i 
rank and file. 2d baualion 9th regiment M. K. I.; killed, 
1 havildar, 4 rank and file; wounded, 2 lieutenants, and 
15 rank and file. Engineer's department: wounded, 1 lieu- 
tenant. Total, killed, 3 havildars, and 11 rank and file; 
wounded, 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, I havildar, 77 rank and 
h'le, Igunlascar, 3 oflicers' horses, 16 regimental horses; 4 
horses missing. Names of wounded officers; Captain Mid- 
dleion,-His Majesty's 22d dragoons; Lieutenants Maxtone 
and.Kuberison.2d and 9tU regiment j Lieut. Wahab, acting 
in the engineer's department, slightly. 

* BadjeeRow was heard to say to his minister, " As for 
Geii. S. I don't care about him, I can turn him and drop him 
whenever I please; but for that little fellow Gen. D, he 
keeps so close on me, that 1 can scarce call a halt my own." 
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of property. The Peishwah, now on his last legs, 
struck off to the S. W. and might have been 
again intercepted, had Gen. Smith taken the 
direction recommended by Gen. Doveton; but 
unfortunately the former officer went, on his 
own intelligence, to the directly opposite quar- 
ter, and Uadjcc Row, wheeling up again to the 
northward, bent bis steps to the river Taptee, 
and shortly after moved to the vicinity of As- 
serghur. Gen. Dovcton was still close upon 
him, and Sir John Malcolm having now arrived 
with his force from the Narbudda, had already 
entered upon uegociations with liadjce Uow for 
his surrender, when Gen. Dovcton arriving in 
that neighbourhood also, and not in possession 
of the actual state of affairs at the time, pushed 
on his cavalry towards Asserghur with a view 
of cutting off a body of Badjee Row's troops; 
but our cavalry moving somewhat too close to 
Asserghur, they were instantly descried by the 
Killedar Jeswnnt Row Lav, who immediately 
opened several of his large guns on them, carry- 
ing 00 antlTOlh sbot, and compelled. them to 
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fall back; and Badjee Row at this time thinking 
ty -the report.of the guns that the action had 
already commenced between his own troops 
and Gen. Dovetons army, quickly moved off 
wtha few. attendants, and threw himself into 
' Jhe hands of Sir J. Malcola,. . Sir J. Malcolm 
^vever, on the particulars of the fire having 
become known, with his wonted generosity and 
candour, told the Peishwah if he did not wish 
to accept the terms then proposed to him, he 
nght nevertheless return to his camp again and 

try n,s fortune; but Badjee. Row was already 

oo much knocked up, and his fortunes depressed 
o S eek shelter or success again in the fie!d)and ' 
he finally acceded to the terms proposed by ' 

hid,' C lm '-; of P laci Wm.elf in the 
i . S}> Wlt; k a pension of 

eight lacs of rupees a year. These terms having 
been agreed on, Gen. Doveton fell baok Jf 
took up his monsoon ground at Jaulnah, the 
^.-^ a short time after ^ 
amongst his troops there also 
h l now Badjee How in hi s 
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possession; and the Peisliwah's detachment and 
property being moved towards Sir J.'s camp, 
arrangements were entered into lor disbanding 
them to their homes. The Arabs were the most 
difficult to be settled with, and these fellows 
demanded the full payment of their arrears be- 
fore they would separate, and some delay en- 
suing-, they sent word to Sir J.Malcolm, that 
unless they were paid what was due to them, 
tlitiy would attack ami seize both lUdjec 
How himself ami his property. Siv John re- 
plied, that " ii' they did not alter their tone, lie 
would draw out his line on them, and compel 
them to a milder strain;" but the Arabs an- 
swered that they wore not to be frightened ' 
by menaces, or by his line, and that they 
should proceed forthwith to carry their iirst 
threat into execution, unless the money was 
forthcoming; and Sir John was at hist obliged 
to pay them down from his own treasury up- 
wards of half a lac of rupees, when the Arabs 
' moved quietly off and dispersed themselves. 
There were nearly 1200 Arabs with the Peish- 
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wall, and possibly Snr John did the wisest thi 
in not trying his hand with the detachment 
had with him at the time, which could i 
have much exceeded that number, ami we 
with the exception of a tew artillciy-mcn, ( 
tirely Native troops. 

General Doveton's army at Jaulnah wore i 
allowed a long respite, even during- the rai 
as disturbances again arose in the Nagpi 
country, owing to the designs and plots s 
forming at the Berar court against the Brit 
interests. It soon appeared that Appa Sail 
though replaced on his throne in Deccmi 
1817, was by no means sincere, or to be rel 
on, in his late recantation: towards the mid 
of 1010 it again became necessary to arrest h 
in his palace, whence, it was understood, be \ 
preparing with his ministers to take the field 
no distant period. The consequence of th 
designs at the Berar court was a general f 
ment and rebellion throughout the Nagp 
territory; but these commotions (Chandah t\ 
Mmulelah having already been reduced) w 



soon put down by the activity of the several 
detachments employed under Colonels Adams, 
Scott, Bowen, Major Muur, and others; and 
quickly closed all further serious stands against 
our arms in that quarter. Captain Brown, 22d 
Bengal N. I. was the officer deputed by Mr. J, 
to arrest Appa Sahib; and Capt. B. having se- 
cured the entrances to the palace, he went up 
and found the Rajah in his Zenana, or amongst 
his women, when, communicating his mission, 
he was instantly set upon by the whole of the 
women, who surrounded him with shrieks and 
lamentations, and had nearly pulled the whole 
of his clothes from off him; nor was it until 
further aid was rendered from below that he 
was able to withdraw himself and bis prisoner. 
The Rajah for the present was kept in close 
confinement ; in the mean time several smart 
affairs had occurred between some small detach- 
ments of our troops and the enemy in different 
quarters; but few of these deserve any parti- 
cular attention beyond the gallant, but unfor- 
tunate attack made by Captain Sparkcs with a 
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detachment of 1*20 Seapoys (Bengal N. I.) c 
numerous body of Arabs, who at length < 
numbering them, awl many of urn 1 men Imv 
fallen killed or' wounded, ihe Arabs pushed 
their advantage, and surrounding the party, 
every single man of it to pieces, This act 
the part of 'the enemy met with a like retun 
all future operations, and all quarter ccaset 
be given: the enemy \vere shot ov hange< 
they were defeated or brought in, awl scan 
day occurred when some fresh instances or n 
of this barbarous practice on one side or 
other did not attract the general ear. 

Appa Sahib, however, soon managed to $ 
his escort the slip, a few marches from Nag] 
ou his way to Bengal. Captain U. and a 
tachmcnt R N. I. composed the escort; and 
Rajah, having contrived to bribe over, or sec 
some of the Seapoys, and dressing himself 
suit of their clothes with :i belt and ninstj 
quitted his tout of confinement, passing 
with the other relieved Seapoys, imd taking 
post in the ranks. The Native officer c 
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ing on duty, went into the tent, agreeably to 
usage, to see that his prisoner was safe, and 
entering the sleeping apartment, he there ob- 
served the attendants shampooing what he con- 
ceived to be the Kigali, the attendants beckon- 
ing to him at the same time not to make a noise 
as the Maharaj was asleep. 

The following- morning, however, he found 
that the Rajah was gone, and that what he took 
for the Rajah in the bed, was nothing more 
than a long pillow placed there by the servants. 
It seems that seven of the 22nd Bengal Native 
'Infantry went off with him that night; and 
shortly after several more of the same corps, 
with some of the Oth B. N. C. also deserted, 
and attached themselves to his fortune. Cap- 
tain H. was tried by a Court Martial, but ac- 
quitted on the grounds that his conduct, and the 
line of restraint on the prisoner, was prescribed 
and limited by Mr. J.'s written instructions to 
him. The Rajah's flight, however, put us to con- 
siderable expense and inconvenience; nor have 
we to this day been able to secure him. He 
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took his direction Lo the north-west of Nag- 
porc ; and the heavy rains having 1 set in imme- 
diately after his escape, collecting about him 
as many of his followers and adherents as he 
could, he remained until the setting- in of the 
fine weather in the beginning of 1019, amongst 
the hills in the vicinity of the source of 
the Taptec river; thence starting in February 
1819, he made for Asscrghur and flying 1 from 
that also has never been heard of since. But 
of this we shall speak presently. The general 
opinion is, that he lias turned a pilgrim in Jlin- 
dostan, and he has been comforted by the Bra- 
mins, with the prediction that he must remain in 
that state for seven years, when he will succeed 
to his crown again. At Nagpovc, measures 
were now taken, as had been long since at 
Poonah, to supply the places of JUadjcc How 
and Appa Sahib; the former by one of the 
SAtara family, and the latter by Uacojec 
Bhoohsla of the Bcrar branch, both of whom 
were willing to accept their sudden elevation 
and crowns on our own terms. The.sc states 
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have since assumed an order and peace of 
things, that had been formerly unknown to 
them ; and the names of Badjee Row and Appa 
Sahib have scarcely now a place in the minds 
or affections of their people, who seem one and 
all to exult at the riddance of their own despots, 
and to hail with gratitude the dawn of a just 
government, and of certain security to their 
properties. 

We shall now resume the operations of the 
army, consequent upon [the flight of Appa 
Sahib, and bringing matters to a final termina- 
tion, in the reduction of the remaining posts 
along the Taptee, towards the close of 1818, 
and in the last blow to the campaign by the 
fall of Asscrgbur itself. Gen. Doveton's ser- 
vices being now no longer required in the 
affairs of Nagpore, he fell hack with part* of 
his force on Ellichpore, where he recruited his 
army with a short rest. He had previously, 
however, increased Mr. Jenkins's means to- 

* 1 brigades horse artillery; 1 do. foot do.; p com- 
panies Royal Scots ; 2nd and 7th M. N. C.; 12th and 17th 
L. I. ; 7th N. I. ; 1 battalion Pioneers. 
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wards restoring pence to the disturbed pr< 
vinccs, in the flank companies J\I. K. U. til 
3rd and 16'th L. I. and a corps of cavalry, s 
that all commotion had been entirely allaye< 
and the several detachments out had rctnvnc 
into cantonment by the beginning of Decen 
her 1010. Several of these corps, particular! 
t,he I Oth L. N. I. suffered severely from tli 
jungle fevers, during' their slay in the hills. 

We turn again to Khandeish. Towards Octc 
bcr 1818, the monsoon being over, the Hon. M 
Elphinston hud made a requisition to the 13ou 
bay government for two Native corps, to relicv 
the troops in Khandeish; but the whole of til 
Native troops of that presidency being alread 
employed, II. M. (i?th under Col. llnskisao 
was ordered into that country, and after a mo: 
distressing and tedious march, of nearly t\v 
months, the regiment reached Malligawm cuvl 
in November, scarce a man in the corps wh 
could call himself master of a second suit r 
clothes. The sick- of the camp, as might \: 
expected, kept paec with these severities: til 
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tents furnished to the European regiments on 
the Bombay establishment are the same as those 
sewed out to the Native corps, and are al- 
together ill adapted and unfit for the health 
or comfort of any troops, much less of Euro- 
peans, whom we should at all events shelter 
from the extremes of heat and cold, and thus 
preserve, as long as \vc can, the most valuable 
part of our army. On Col. Huskisson's arrival 
in Khandeish, he of course assumed command 
of the troops as senior officer, and the force*, 
a few days after the junction of the 67th, was 
put in motion for Amulnair, where we arrived 
on the 29th of November. This fort belonged 
to the Rajah of Berar, and is situated on the left 
bank of a small river that runs into the Taptee, 
and about 20 miles from Talnair. The place 
was occupied by Arabs, who, on seeing such au 
immense force coming down for the reduc- 
tion of their little hold, soon sent out two 
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* H.M.07ih Rogt.j wing M.E.Regt.; I 2nd N. I. ; 2 
13th N.-I. j 5th Bombay N. I,; and battering-train under 
Col.CrosdiM. 



Jemidars to treat for the surrender of the 
place on the payment of their arrears. Captain 
Briggs, previously to the arrival of the force, had 
offered 20,000 rupees to. the Arabs to quit the 
place, but they replied that they were soldiers, 
and would not .surrender unless 'to a superior 
force. Col, H, was very short with them; he 
tuld them he would give them until sun-set to 
surrender unconditionally ; and that if they did 
not do'so, he should commence operations the 
following morning; telling them at the same 
time, that lie would receive no farther messages . 
from them, unless with the surrender of the- 
place; and that, if any of them came into his 
camp without permission, he would confine 
them. The Jemidars returning, intimated to 
their companions the result of their visit; but 
the Arabs, still wishing to hang on for some kind 
of terms, sent out another mission towards the 
evening, whom Col. H. ordered to be con- 
fined, as he had warned them in the morning. 
Arrangements were made in the mean time for 
the attack of the Pcttah on the morning of the 
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30th, whilst Col. M'DoweH was to have co- 
operated on the left, opposite the fort, in the 
same service. The Civil Commissioner was 
present whilst the plan of attack was made out, 
and had retired, no doubt anticipating in his 
own mind that the Arabs would be- made an 
example of, and rue the day that they dared to 
treat his presence or authority with indignity, 
He was however, we arc glad to say, entirely 
disappointed. The Arabs inside, suspecting by 
the long absence of their last deputation, that 
matters were not going on well, prudently sent 
out a third message to Major Jardinc -of the 5th 
B. N, I., offering unconditional surrender, and 
begging that he would communicate the same 
to Col. H. : this was of course done by Major 
J.,and Col. H. consequently deferred all further 
arrangements for the attack, when early the fol- 
lowing morning, matters being settled, the gar- 
rison, to the amount of about 120, turned out 
and grounded their arms. The fort consists of 
a solid mound of earth of about 100 yards 
square, and '50 feet in height, with 4 towers at 
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the angles, these with the curtains being fa 
with brick and stone, hut in many parts i 
decayed state. The gateway is to the north 
skle protected by a distinct work, and hav 
three gateways; 'but this lower work in it 
possesses no great strength ; and the princ 
difficulty in taking the place would- be 
ascent up the mound, which is by a nar 
passage, flanked and commanded by some snu 
works, avid terminating at the top by a stv 
gateway. The small fort of Bahauderporc 
lowed. the example of Amulnair, the follow 
day, by surrendering to us ; and. Licut.-col< 
M'Dowell, with the battering train and 
detachment of M. E, R., marched early in 
cemhcr for Jaulnah, Col. Huskisson resuir 
his former ground at Malligawm. Thus 
minatcd the entire reduction of Khandt 
from which we shall now look to the Narbu 
side. 

The detachments under Col. Adams, Lie 
cola. Scott and Popham, being now, in Dec 
her J818, in readiness to move into the 1 
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after Appa Saliib and his followers, General 
Dovcton likewise moved from Ellichpove to 
the West, to stand hy in that quarter for any 
exigency that might turn up; and coming to 
the Dhool Ghaut, he drew up there, detaching 
Lieut-col. Pollock with 12th L. L, 2nd N, C., 
and four fi-poundcrs, for the reduction of Gil- 
pee Amnair, situated about 50 miles from the 
Dhool Ghaut, and at the conflux of the rivers 
Tap tec and Goorga; and the detachment M. 
K. II. with two 12-pounders and two howit- 
zers, arriving shortly afterwards in Gcri, D.'s 
camp, these also were detached under Licut.- 
col. Crosdill to support Lieut-col. P.; on the 
arrival of which before Gilpec Amnair, nnd 
after a' few shells thrown into the fort, the 
enemy abandoned it on that night, crossing the 
Tap tec by a ford unknown to us, and escaping 
into the jungles. The fort is situated upon a 
bed of rocks washed by the Taptec to the west, 
and by 'the Goorga to the south, and is very 
strong on both these sides ; hut towards the 
cast and north it possesses no strength what- 
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ever beyond a common wall, and which might 
be escaladcd at any part j there is no ditch, and 
the gateway at the N. E. angle is sim])ly 
protected by a small out-work in front of it. 
Lieut-col. Crosdill, after its reduction, re- 
tuvncd to Gen. D.'s camp, and Lieut.-col. P. 
reinforced by the detachment M. E. 11. halted 
for a few days at Dhar, and thence crossing- the 
Tap tec, reached Piplaoncl on the 5th February, 
where \vc took up our ground iir front of the 
, village, having our advanced piquet on ihc - 
main road to Asscrghuv, distant about 14 miles. 
Towards the evening of that day, Licut.-co), 
Pollock received a note from Lieut.-col, Popluini 
on the Narbudda, stating that news had been 
brought him of some people dressed like Sca- 
poys having quitted the post in the hills where 
Appa Sahib was, with a view of disposing of a 
number of jewels at Asscrghnr, and that they 
had been seen passing such a village at such a 
date. About two hours after this a body of 
horse came down the road on which our piquet 
was posted ; but, on seeing these, they quickly 



247 

turned about and retreated. Some of the 'ca- 
valry piquet, however, followed them, 'and suc- 
ceeded in taking two of them prisoners; and 
these at length acknowledged that it was the 
escort of Appa Sahib that passed, and that he 
(the Rajah) was not 40 .yards in their rear when 
they came on our piquet; that Chcctoo, the Pin- 
tlarree, was with him as his guide; and that 
they had been marching for the preceding nine 
days without a halt. The troops were im- 
mediately put in motion at 1 1 p. m. and broke 
off in different parties for the pursuit; but Chcc- 
too succeeded in escaping them all by a by- 
path, and conducted his charge -in safety early 
the following morning into Asserghnr, where 
he was cordially received by the Killcclar Jes- 
wunt How Lar. And Lieut-col. Pollock's de- 
tachment having moved its ground. to Sewell, 
ami the following day dividing into two de- 
tachments to intercept the followers, we went 
several routes, and took up from 50 to 60 
prisoner between that and the llth February 
amongst these six Scapoys of the Bengal ser- 
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vice. Three of these, taken on the SHh Febru 
wore tried by a drum-head court-martial, 
sentenced to be blown away from guns; 
never did in en meet their fate with greater 
titudc and resignation, each of them moving 
with a steady pace, and taking his ground 
positc his allotted gun. Three more, takci 
the 11th, suffered the same fate, and me 
with equal composure and firmness ; om 
these was a man of the Oth B. N. C. \v! 
horse, accoutrements, &c. were taken : 
Gen, Malcolm was now close at hand i 
Muiullcssa on the Narbudda with his (let 
incut, having come down .with orders li 
initted from Scindcah and thcGovernov-gcv 
to displace IhcKillcdur of Asscrghurfor the 
mcv insult offered to the British govemu 
in firing on Gen. Dovctou's detachment; 
Sir John had no idea at this time that A 
Sahib had been received into the fort, 
therefore, anxious to effect; his (Jcswunt Rci 
removal in as easy and gentle a way as pass 
he sent an invitation to the Killcdar to 
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him iu Ills camp, sending at the same time H 
passport for him to pass through Col. P.'s de- 
tachment. Jeswunt Row, however, seemed to 
have been apprised of the nature of the -visit, 
and returned a polite answer to Sir .T. Malcolm, 
adding, that he had not clothes as yet made fit 
to sec him in, but promised in a few days to wait 
upon him : this was a meve pretence of the 
Killcdar, and Sir John was at length fully 
satisfied that Appa Sahib was in the fort, as 
also of the hostile intention of Jeswnnt Row 
Lar at least of his determination to defend the 
post. Gen. Doveton's force had now moved 
round from Hewkcra, opposite the Dhool Ghaut 
(where we left him), towards Berhampore; and 
he in the mean time ordered up the battering- 
train from Janhiah, communicating likewise 
with the Residents at Poonah and Nagpore for 
the battering-trains of these places, the whole 
of which, together with the G7th regiment 
from Khandcisb, and a wing of the Royal Scots 
under Col. leaser, with other troops from Nag- 
pore, had assembled together in Gen. D.'s camp 



early in March. The Saugur train, with .a 
division of the Bengal army under General 
Watson, was also expected round. Sir John 
Malcolm in the mean time lost, no opportunity 
or arguments to prevail upon Jcswunt Row to 
deliver up Appa Sahib and to permit his in- 
tended successor to assume charge of Asserghur. 
He was told by Sir John, that the British govcvn- 
incut had no wish whatever to take possession 
of the place; that their only object 'was to 
remove him (Jcswunt Row) for the insult 
formerly offered to tiie British force in the 
vicinity of that fortress, but now aggravated to 
a criminal hostility on his part by his recep- 
tion of Appa Sahib, thus publicly identifying 
himself with the enemies of the British govern- 
ment. That, notwithstanding all these insults, 
the British government were still anxious to 
preserve their alliance and faith unsuspected 
and unbroken with Scincleah; that he (Jeswunt 
How) had the only opportunity now left of 
saving his own fortune, and possibly his life, 
as also of preserving for his master the ancient 
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and sacred fort of Asscrgliur. Jeswimt How 
returned to Sir John many polite acknowlcdgc- 
niciits foHiis advice; he still denied that Appa 
Sahib was in the fort, and added that he did not 
believe that Scindeah ever wished or intended 
to remove him from the command of the fort. 
He added, that he looked upon Asserghnras 1m 
government, which he had held since its for- 
mer cession by the British in 1803; and in short, 
that he could not think of delivering up the 
.fort to any other person. Sir John, finding all 
endeavours at an amicable arrangement to he 
fruitless, intimated on the 10th of March to 
I3rii>-.-o-en. D. that nothing now remained to be 
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clone, but the application of force to reduce the 
KiUcdav to submissou. 

Asscrgluir is situated about 14 miles directly 
north of the Taptee riyer ! it stands surrounded 
by hUls on every side, and vises from its own bed 
of small bills, in a rock somewhat resembling 
those of UnkieTunkic and Trimbuck. The scarp, 
however, is not so high, nor is it carried round 
with -such-regularity; and towards the N. E. angle 






it seems to have ceased altogether, or at leas 
have fallen ofi'so far as to have rendered the h 
of art necessary to strengthen it At that ai 
two retaining walls are built for that purp 
from a projecting pointat the N. K. angle to 
slope on the opposite scarp ; one of these w 
(he upper one, is carried in a line with the n 
defences ; and the lower wall seems me 
intended as an abutment or support to 
upper one, both of these, with the difliciiU 
the ground beneath, rendering that part ah 
inaccessible, even admitting; the walls to 
breached. The scarp on the east and st 
face is the deepest, and the ground thcrcal 
more open than to the west and south. Nc 
opposite the retaining walls there is a projec 
flat hill, with the remains of some old build 
on it, and seemingly an outpost, in former tl 
of Asscrghur. It was on this hill that 
batteries in 1803, under Col. Stevenson, 
been erected, when the- fort surrendered; 
this place of course "now became an clig 
position for the ensuing operations. The s 
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to the south and west is not above 100 feet 
deep, when it terminates on a second flat, on 
these sides, Mid which, inclosed by u lofty and 
strong- wall, and carried to nearly one halt' of the 
northern side, where it meets the scarp again, 
forms a second and distinct work from the top. 
The passage from the top to this second work 
is by a narrow staircase, strengthened by several 
strong gateways ; and the descent- from the 
second work to Mallyghur is a little to the left 
of the upper gateway, having also a sally-port 
by a subterraneous passage, that issues out much 
lower down on the side of the hill. The work 
of Mallyghnr is formed by a chain of works 
running from the S. W, corner of the third 
work, and carried round, in a circuit of nearly 
a mile and a half', to the north side of the hill, 
where it joins also the second work in that 
quarter. The Pettah lies immediately to the 
N. W. of Mallyghw, and is in part embraced 
by that work, particularly towards its gateway, 
M'.hich stands at the extreme recess or angle of 
a deep ravine, with two tongues of Mallyghur 
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west, the approaches are extremely difficult, 
being- through the most dreadful ravines, and 
overfills thickly covered with" jungle, and 
haunted by thousands of tigers, from -fear of 
which alone travellers seldom move about, 
unless in large bodies, through these fastnesses. 
There was scarcely a day when some of our fol- 
lowers and people were not carried off by them ; 
even our troopers, in carrying expresses, were 
attacked, and on one occasion one, of them 
struck oft* his horse and carried away- The 
tigers shew themselves, generally, early. in the 
morning and towards the evening, retiring to 
their dens during the heat of the day. 

Brig. -gen. D. had now with him a wing of' H. 
M. Royal Scots, a wing of II. M. 30th regt., II. 
M. 67th rcgt., the M. E. R., with the 2d, 3d, and 
7th M.N. C. a battalion of 7th N.I. the 12th 
and 17th L. I. with the flank companies of the 
1st M. N. I.; and under Sir John Malcolm 
the flth M. N. I. first 14th N. I. with two 
Bombay corps ; whilst -Brig.-Gen. Watson with. 
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three Bengal corps and a cavalry corps were close 
at hand. On the 17th the orders for the attack 
on the Pettah were issued, which was to take 
place on the morning of the 10th at day-break: 
tho advance to be commanded by Licut.-col. 
Fraser with the wing of the R. S., flank compa- 
nies of the 30th, 07th, and M. E. R., with detach- 
ments of the 12th and 17th L, K ; the reserve 
under Major Dairy mple, H. M. 30th regt. with 
a detail of that corps, the 07th, the M. E. 11., 
and the remainder of the light corps. Early on 
the morning of the 18th, the signal of attack 
was given by Sir J. Malcolm by a few shells 
from the cumel howitzers, Sir J. M. being 
situated nearly to the north of Asserghur and 
Gen, D. to the westward of it;, and the attack- 
lug columns, advancing from their posts in the 
Boolty Kcrar Nullah, soon reached the gate- 
way of the Pettah, and made themselves mas- 
ters of it without any opposition, the enemy hav- 
ing abandoned it, and taken themselves to the 
' lower work, or Mallyghur. The head of our 
party pressing however upon the enemy too 



impetuously towards the gateway, they w 
compelled to fall buck in some disorder, a 
take shelter in the Pettuh ; the enemy by t 
time having opened the upper guns or' the ft 
and a heavy shower of matchlocks and rock< 
upon our troops below. Licut.-col. Fraser.sc 
got his troops under shelter in the houscs.of 
Pettah, occupying the main street, and barric 
iny; the nearer ends of the side streets that 
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nearly at right angles with one of the faces 
Mallyghur. The firing was kept up during 
whole of the 18th, by which time Col. Fvascv ' 
time to establish his different posts and piqi 
for the defence of the Pettuh. There was a sn 
rising ground to the left of the Petlah that 
been taken possession of by us, ami excited 
great degree the jealousy of the enemy, who 1< 
a constant and hot five upon this spot, conmcll 
the pioneers to abandon their work upoi 
towards mul-clay on the 19th. Tins post 
occupied by a sniall party of the 07th regin 
under a subaltern, with a reserve of the M. K 
under a subaltern also at the bottom; and 
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our nearest post to the gateway of Mallyghur, 
but to the left of it Towards sunset on that 
evening a smart firing was suddenly opened 
upon this post, at which Lieut.-colonel Frnscr 
happened to be at the moment when the alarm 
was given that the enemy were advancing, 
and Col. F. fell buck towards the main body at 
a considerable distance down the Pettah street. 
The alarm was scarcely given, when a body of 
Arabs appeared on the right of the little hill, 
and firing EL volley into that post, put the troops 
in it into some confusion: these however, with 
the party at the bottom, giving an irregular 
volley on the Arabs, charged on the hill again, 
and compelled them to quit it; but some of the 
enemy taking to the right of the post, intercepted 
Lient.-col. Vraser, with two other officers in his 
company, in the street, and firing, killed the 
former. A simultaneous attack had been made 
by the Arabs on our centre and right in the 
Fetuih; and the troops being taken unawares 
at the time, considerable confusion ensued for a 
moment; but they were quickly .rallied, and the 
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Arabs driven back to the very gateway, losing 
in this affair t\vo Jemidars and 16 men, while 
our loss was only Col. Frascr and one private 
soldier, with Lieut. Adave (07th) and a few privates 
wounded. During the onset of the Arabs the 
enemy opened the whole of their guns from the 
hill, with rockets, gmgalls,&c.; and this sortie 
by the Arabs was as well planned, and as hand- 
somely executed, as any incident during the 
whole campaign. Through some oversight or 
other, we neglected barricading the off instead 
of the near ends of the streets, which gave the 
enemy an opportunity of taking possession in. 
small parties of those houses nearest their work, 
when as above, finding every thing quiet, they 
dashed into the thick of us, and the chances 
are, that had there not been so large a comple- 
ment of Europeans (about 350), the Pettah 
would have been taken. Sir John Malcolm 
was now reinforced on his side (N. W.) by the 
M. E. R. a detachment of H. M. 67th regt the 
7th N. I. and the Nagpore battering train ; and 
batteries being constructed, Sir John opened on 
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the lower work of Mallyghur on the 20th, 
Hrig.-gcn. Dovcton at this time moving round 
to tlic south of Asserghur, and taking up his 
ground to the N. E. of that place at about three 
miles distance. A battery of six 18-pounders 
was opened on the Pettah side by Sir J. M. 
early on the 21st; but our magazine in that quar- 
ter, through want of arrangement and a slovenly 
and culpable neglect, blew up from the fire of 
our own guns, carrying and dispersing nearly 
15o of our own troops, of whom 39 were killed, 
about 30 afterwards died, and the remainder were 
wounded and burnt in the most dreadful man- 
ner. There were between 300 and 350 bar- 
rels of powder in that magazine, which was 
thrown to the left of the battery, but neither 
secured from accident nor finished as it ought to 
have been, when after a few rounds from our 
guns it blew up as above. The 13th Bengal 
N. I, suffered the most from this accident, hav- 
ing only seven men out of 112 for duty on the 
evening of that day ; the M. E. R. likewise 
suffered smartly in it, an officer and several 

s 2 
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men being badly wounded. Wluit renders this 
lamentable occurrence the more culpable is, 
that several, infantry officers, long before the 
battery opened, pointed out the state of the 
magazine, a quantity of loose powder lying 
about at its mouth; and independent of this, 
about 150 more barrels of powder thrown care- 
lessly in the rear of the battery just as they 
came from the camp with the gunny bags on 
them, so that had a single shot of the enemy 
struck one of, these barrels, the whole must have 
-blown up and destroyed every one about it 
Brig. -gen. Doveton ordered an inquiry to be 
instituted into the business, but the report was 
never published; it seems, however, that a preci- 
pitate and unnecessary zeal and hurry to open 
the battery was the principal cause of the cata- 
strophe: this is the best and the only apology to 
be offered for it. This was the second accident 
that occurred in that way within a few months : 
the former, with a detachment before a small 
fort under Brig. -gen. Watson; and the pre- 
sent, in tiie artillery branch under Sir J. Mai- 
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cohn. The enemy, during the confusion caused 
by the above explosion, opened several of their 
guns upon us in that battery, killing and wound- 
ing a few men likewise. That battery with 
others renewed their practice on the lower work, 
orMallyghur, which was breached at the east- 
ern angle of the wall, which is carried nearly in 
a direct line up the side of the hill, and joins 
the second tier of works to the left of its gate- 
way. Some mortars and howitzers also opened 
upon Mallyghur and- the summit of the hill; 
and Sir J. M. about the 27th selected anew post 
to the S. \V. of Asserghur, on the top of a hill 
commanding Mallyghur, and, having placed a 
couple of 12-poundcrs and a few howitzers 
there, quickly caused the enemy to diminish 
their numbers in the lower works and ravines, 
and withdraw to the top. In the mean time 
another battery had been constructed to the 
S. W. of Mallyghur on the plain, for the pur- 
pose of effecting a corresponding breach with 
that beforementioned at the eastern angle of it ; 
and both these breaches being reported practi- 



suit, withdrew themselves from Mallyghur the 
evening preceding the intended attack, and 
betaking their steps to the summit of the hill, 
we got quiet possession of it. By this time 
lSrig.-gen.IVs batteries, on the projecting rising 
ground opposite the retaining wall to the N. E. 
were in readiness, and three batteries of from 
20 to 2G guns, mortars, and howitzers, opened 
at nearly the same time upon the base of the 
retaining wall, the defences, upon the guns, and 
the top of the hill, the enemy (luring this 
time keeping up a constant fire, but with 
much more noise than effect ; and the retaining 
wall itself at length having come down, and 
the moment for storming close at hand, Jes- 
wunt Row seemed to have thought better of it, 
and on the morning of the Oth of April, sent 
down a message to Sir J, M., that he was willing 
to treat ; and coming down a little after himself, 
surrounded by his hircarrahs and spear-men, who 
called aloud the titles and heroism -of Jcswunt 



milder terms from Gen. D., urging every ex- 
pression of the most abject servility, even cm- 
bracing the General's knees, to prevail on him 
to modify the terms; but to no purpose, Gen. 
D. telling him that he had until the morning of 
the 9th to think of the unconditional surrender, 
which if not acceded to, he should recommence 
hostilities. Jeswunt Row, finding that nothing 
was now left him, agreed -to the terms; and the 
garrison, to the number of about 1300 men, (of 
whom about 400 were Arabs, Mukrannees, and 
Secclees,) turned out the next morning, and laid 
down their arms in front of the line. On visit- 
ing the top of Asserghur, we were disappointed 
in every respect, both with regard to the works 
as well as to the guns and magazines. There 
were scarcely four guns on the works that were 
really serviceable, nor had the enemy provisions 
to have lasted them a fortnight longer, nor 
powder for four days further expenditure; thus 
this far-boasted fortress, thought so much of, 
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and deemed to be impregnable, tell to us, \v 
the loss of one officer, and about 95 men kil 
and wounded; for we cannot include in the 
casualties of the siege the wretched suflei 
who fell in the explosion of the magazine, 
the 21st of March. 

We have omitted heretofore all mention 
tliCvArabs, their particular character, &c. : Icl 
look hack a little to them. There are perhj 
no troops in the world that will make a stou 
or more determined stand to their posts tl 
the Arabs, They are entirely uuucqiuuu 
with military evolution, and undisciplined; 
every Aval) has a priilc, anil heart of his o\ 
that never forsakes him as long a.s he has li 
to stand' on. They are naturally brave, i 
possess the greatest coolness, and quickness 
sight: hardy and fierce through habit, and b 
to the use of the matchlock' from their boyho 
they attain a precision and skill in the use of 
that would almost exceed belief, bringing do 
or wounding the smallest object at a cousid 
ble distance, and not unfrcquently birds wit 
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single bullet. They are generally armed with a 
matchlock, a couple of swords, with 3 or 4 small 
daggers stuck in front of their belt, and a shield. 
On common occasions of attack and defence, 
they lire but one bullet; but when hard pressed 
.at the breach, they drop in two, three, and four 
at a time, from their mouths, always carrying ' 
in them from 8 to 10 bullets, which arc of a 
small sue. We may calculate upon the whole 
number of Arabs in the service of the Peishwah 
and the Ikrar Rajah, at the utmost at 0000 
men, a loose and undisciplined body, hut every 
man of them a tough and hardy soldier. It 
was to the Arabs alone those Princes looked, 
and placed their dependance on. Their own 
troops fled and abandoned them, seldom or ever 
daring to meet our smallest detachment No- 
thing can exceed the horror and alarm with 
which some of our Native troops view the 
Arabs. 'They will meet and fight them in the 
open 'day under their own officers; hut, if at- 
tacked by night, if detached from their Euro- 
pean officers, and even under their Native officers, 
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or employed in defence of a post against a . 
or other attack, the)' quickly become pa 
struck, awl fly in every direction. We have 
of late many instances of this lamentable 
base spirit amongst some of our Native ci 
These arc unpleasant reports to be announ 
hut we arc sorry to say they are no less II 
Our Native army requires to be looked 
more than any other branch of our systcn 
India; it should be weeded of sticks and 
do\vs of men; and we should employ and 01 
tain, in the beat service in the world to tl 
men who could be relied upon on serious o 
sious. Rut in the present system, throng' 
the whole Indian Native army, there arc at 
,'200 meu in each battalion, select corps 
ccpted, unlit altogether for the posts they ur 
and .fov the purposes for which the state u 
tains them. Our Native Army is the most ft 
of the military brunch in India, and will In 
first to crack and fall to pieces under trial, 
should turn our attention to the introductk 
a hardier nice of troops for our army thai: 
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majority oi'cwr Native troops at present arc. We 
should look to the coast of Africa, to Abyssinia, 
Madagascar, the Malay Islands, and even to 
the West Indies : corps of this description, dis- 
ciplined as European corps, without any inter- 
mediate, class of officers, which is a flaw in our 

i 
Indian army, would shew themselves soldiers 

in contest as well as on the parade. Let us only 
look to a few incidents, and indeed, except- 
ing Mahidporc and the attack made by Gock- 
lah at Ash tee*, the principal occurrences in the 

*Gockhih, who fell at Ash tee, had been formerly a com- 
mander of a body of horse attached to the force under the 
Duke of Wellington, then Sir A. Wcllcsley. Jlu hat! distin- 
guished himself on many occasions, and was honoured by 
the. marked attention and confidence of the above illustri- 
ous personage ; so far even as to have driven over the field 
of Assyo in the curricle will) Sir A. W., anil to have re- 
cc'ived evcry^ testimony of his approbation; nor was the 
regard and admiration ofSirJ.M. less to the above veteran. 
Sir J. on lu's visit to Poonali in July 1817, had mi interview 
with Gocklah, who was then falling into the traps and de- 
signs of Badjcc Row, and, surrounded by Bratnins, was 
solely occupied in his attentions to ihcm. Sir J. asked him, 
"What, Gockiaii, arc you now spending your life amongst 
JJrnmJns, insie;id of following up your former noble and 
promising post m the army." Goclduh replied but little, 



late campaign*; and \\'c must acknowledge that 
the odds wore, if any thing, against us, wherever 
we met with anything like opposition, and wher- 
ever our enemies shewed their faces instead of 
their backs to us. AtNagpore, in Nov. 1817, the 
Arabs alone attacked us qn the defence; and re- 
duced ns to the last extremity, when we were 
saved by Capt. F.'s charge. The Arabs at- 
tacked us at Corygawm, and would have cer- 
tainly destroyed us had not the Peishwab with- 
drawn his troops on Gen. Smith's approach'. 
The Arabs kept Gen. D. at bay with his whole 

saying he was getting old, ami tired of active life. Ho 
shortly after put himself at the head of a body of horse ; and 
is said to have told the Peishwah, that he would drive every 
Fareenget.' over the Ghauts before a month should elapse. 

* We have to thank ourselves for the schooling and dis- 
ciplining of the Holkar artillery, in the discharge of a 
part of our Native artillery at the close of the former 
Mahrattawar.contrary to Marquis \V. 'sand Lord Lake's ad- 
vice, and who of course, without support, were compelled to 
have recourse to the Native powers in the proffer of their 
services, which were immediately welcomed and 'ac- 
cepted. Hence that ariilery attained an height of disci- 
pline and smartness ofservlce equal to our own, and in every 
particular had their guns, ammunition, &c. as well furnished, 
and prepared as ours. 
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army at Nagporc for several days, repulsing our 
uttack at the breach, and they gained their 
fullest terms. The Arabs worsted us for a 
mouth at Mallygawm, and saved their credit. 
They terrified the Surat authorities by their 
fame alone. They gained their terms of money 
from Sir J. M. at Asserghur. They maintained 
to the last for their Prince their post at Amulnair, 
ami nobly refused to be brought over there. 
They attacked us hravely, hut unfortunately, 
at Talnair. They attacked Capt. Spavke's de- 
tachment on the defence, imd destroyed it. 
They attacked a battalion of the 14th M. N. I. 
with two 6-pounders, and compelled them to 
seek shelter in a village; and they gave us a 
furious wind-up at Asserghur. Yet the whole 
of these Arabs were not 6000. Separate now 
the above from the whole of the achievements 
in the late war, and we shall only find the Ma- 
hidpore artillery well served, and a handsome 
charge made by Gocklah on our cavalry. At 
the other affairs of Nagpore, Poonah, Jub- 
bulpore, Mundelah, Chandah, and Sholaporc, 
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which stands above, all these hitter, al 
were alarmed about was that the enemy \\ 
not stand, and leave us something to 
against. If our only object is to preserve 
Natives of India itself in due subordiiuitic 
our government, the Native army is fully 
ficicnt and efficient. But we must now 
to the possibility of hardier contests ; - 
have now got our advance upon the horde 
serious and brave nations. We shall in ] 
every day become the envy of Europe 
and more; let us, therefore, with its resou 
and at the present favourable crisis, apph 
attention directly to that on which alone 
safety of India depends the efficiency ( 
armies. In the furtherance of this dcsi 
object, we must set aside all private bias 
prejudice to our service. We must spea 
ourselves, and acknowledge that a much hi 
reputation and lustre has been given to 
military exploits in India tliEui they mei 
We have done as much us was to be doi 
the late campaign, but little to what n 
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have been expected in such a contest. Let us, 
therefore, be on our guard not to he hurried 
a way by mere blaze for effect, or to rest satisfied 
that in the event of a future and serious trial 
our Native army would be found the same in 
such a crisis as they have always carried them- 
selves in India constantly victorious, and con- 
stantly successful, A change of enemy may 
possibly occur; and in such a revolution, should 
they be at all on a footing with us, we shall 
find, possibly too late, the fallacy of the Native 
army; and that all our discipline, goodness, and 
care of them, cannot alter the common fatality 
and weakness of their natures. But on our 
army in India we shall possibly enlarge more 
hereafter. 

Jcswunt Row Lar, even on the surrender, 
denied that Appa Sahib had been in the fort at 
all ; but we had much better authority from 
the evidence of some of the prisoners, and it 
appeared that Appa Sahib had escaped from the 
fort about tea days before we got possession of 
it. The fall of Asserghur may be said to have 



been the last or finishing blow to the camp; 
and the whole army shortly after' broke ur. 
their several destinations and cantonments; 
we since find that the Marquis of Hastings 
decided upon keeping Asscrghur in our 
possession, which will, no doubt, have 
best effects in tranquillizing the ncighbou 
country; and being in fact the key of 
Dcckan, it must at all times be a place of*, 
importance. 

We shall now conclude by a few gei 
observations on the close of the campi 
By the wise measures of the Marquis of Hasl 
the Mahratta confederacy may now be 
sidered as effectually broken, and the 
clarrce system unrooted even to the dcsf 
tion of their last remaining and onc*of 
principal chiefs, C bee too, who had beer 
the month of February, so completely cl 
down by Sir J. Malcolm, and driven from c 
habitable abode, that compelled to seek sh 
in the jungles, he there fell a sacrifice to a i 
tiger. There wns iipt now a single -,e;\cm 



Pindavree left, or to be heard of, against the 
British authority. Badjce Row had been con- 
veyed to Cawnpore; Holkar placed undev a 
British Resident at Ins capital ; Ameer Khan 
and Scindeah were both completely humbled ; 
and Appa Sahib, the Rajali of Nagpore, a fu- 
gitive from his country, and abandoned by his 
troops and followers. The Rajpoot states, in the 
language of the Marquis of Hastings, " have been 
delivered from an oppression more systematic, 
more unremitting, more brutal, than perhaps 
ever before trampled on humanity. Security 
and comfort established, where nothing but 
terror and misery before existed ; nor is this 
within a narrow sphere. It is a proud phrase 
to use, but it is a true one, that we have be- 
stowed blessings upon millions." 

The consequences that must result from 
these measures of his Lordship will be, a more 
thorough knowledge and apprehension of the 
sagacity, the skill, the justice, and the strength 
of the British government; the dispersion of 
those idle freebooters and troops that sucke^ 
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the vitals of their own government, and 
defiance to all constituted authority. Tl 
hordes must now turn their hands to agri 
ture, or starve. The Native princes, vclc; 
from their turbulent and licentious am 
may now rule over their people as vatii 
sovereigns may economize their rcsoui 
and promote real worth and industry ; wl 
the people, on the other hand, will derive 
less valuable privileges in the security of t 
persons, and the quiet possession of their l<i 
and properties. Great, therefore, as is 
value of India to Great Britain, it falls sli 
very short, of the extensive, great, and gen 
weight of beneficence and blessings thus 
fused, through the means of England, t 1 
population of little less than sixty millii 
The people, now no longer domineered ovci 
thousands of petty tyrants, and oppressed 
plundered by their own refractory and an 
cious brethren, can find protection in e\ 
corner of Hindostan, and call find that pro 
'tiou guaranteed and carefully watched by 
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Rntish government. This certain security of 
property preserved to the subject of India, 
will be our- surest voad to the confidence and 
attachment of that people, who, although short- 
sighted; prejudiced, and fickle, must in the 
course of time discern and appreciate the max- 
ims of our government, which in every shape 
extends, to the whole class of them, blessings 
which no icva of their own government, or their 
neighbours, ever enjoyed. It was contrary to 
the nuture of things that a just and liberal 
government could for any time, or on any sure 
foundation, have remained connected with go- 
vernments of directly the opposite character. 
'The best of the Native governments in India 
inherit this character ; * no law, human or 
divine, can check their despotism and cxtor- 
tioii on their subjects. Kvery subject of a 
Native government is exposed not only to the 
imposition and severity of one ruler, but to 
every intermediate step between hia humble 
post as a peasant and the foot of the throne, and 
to the throne itself. Has he a horse, the state 

r 2 
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requires it without, compensation ; is he a 
bodied, he is called into service without i 
sistence or provision left for his family- 
must himself look to plunder for his own i 
port; has he a family, the fairest will be 
lectcd for the prince, and the next possibly 
the minister ; if he has money, he must take 
of his life; ami should he have rent to pay, 
not the means, he may be put to the torture 
short, in the code of the Native govcrnm 
the prince is every thing and all, and the 
jcct nothing. It Is no wonder, therefore, 
these princes, seated upon their sandy thrc 
and observing the advances and blessings 
fused by tha British, and dreading them 
contagion to their states, should have trcm 
at the sound of such a form of laws as on 
impartial justice, and tried as the last reso 
to combine and shake off such an unwclc 
connection. In all the reduced province! 
have seen amongst the inhabitants this fe< 
of general pride and gratitude to heave 



their release from the bondage and insecurity 
of their own governments, and at their falling 
under ours. The Natives now say, " We can 
wear our own clothes; we can now decorate 
our wives and children with the buried orna- 
ments of their ancestors; we can now call our 
house our own ; no petty tyrant of the village 
can now molest, no minister of lust can any 
longer pollute our families or our dwellings. 
We have long- since heard of the Company ; 
and all we fear is, that they may again with- 
draw from the country, and leave us to out- 
former masters." This reasoning and compari- 
son of things is open to the meanest capacity ; 
aiul to its extended influence and gradual work- 
ing upon the minds of the 'lower orders of the 
Natives,, we may attribute in a great degree 
the facility and ease' with "which whole pro- 
vinces have been run over in a day to us, and 
bccorne reconciled to our government ; and pos- 
sibly not a little to the same causes the un- 
willingness and dread all Native enemies have 
of' our armies, viewing us as a superior and 



coiitrouling. order of beings, and not uu 
quently half disposed to concede the vict 
to us on the easiest conditions. Those 
England who .maintain, that the system 
our government in India has been one c 
tinned scries of aggression and ambition, h 
not given the subject the fair and. culm ref 
tioii that it merits. That country has for < 
tunes back been torn by. convulsions and w; 
the only object of the conqueror was 'to sup] 
his authority by.the sword, by exactions on 
subjects, und by the most numerous tics 
dependancc. on himself. It never entered 
contemplatioivof an Indian Prince to sOck'l 
piness, retirement, or, wealth, in the (lourisl 
or contented conditiott'of.his people:; 1)0 raj 
looked to an .extension of his name and aehic 
mcnts,. and bringing under Ins, subjection 
. many neighbouring states as be could.' M 
any, bcllcr-disppscd or reasonable 1 prince, to..< 
fine himself., tq his own territories,, and res< 
tp. keep cleai from all intrigues or war,s, ;i 
innocent .man would be. the first to attract 
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general eye of the surrounding states -to his 
wealth and to the plunder o.fhis: country. The 
British power has advanced in. India by the only 
means, and in the only way, it was possiblp 
for her- to preserve her footing. We could not 
have stooped to governments in every sense 
beneath us, without surrendering the best gifts 
of our nature and our character- We could 
hold no treaty with any Native power. bqyo4 
the duration or utility of it to the Native gfh 
vernmcnt. We were not disposed or bound to 
follow up the policy or the unceasing tumult of 
war by siding with this or that government* 
They all courted our alliance.), because we. couk} 
be useful to thqni in \var : we. sought, theirs, fqr 
a. residence- amongst them for commercial pur*- 
poses; but the anticipatioivof commercial -act van-, 
tages in such a state. of. things, amongst a, sot of 
ambitious and marauding ohiuftains scourging 
every land they could come at: with devastation 
and: fire; was> vague and idle. .If we intoiuled 
to remain in India, - it; : was necessary iirst tp 
protect ourselves,, and but, natural afterwards to 
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extend th.it protection to those who stood 

us or could be useful to us. There was no fi 

or trust to he reposed in any Native governm 

where the terms to their advantage were 

positive, much less were they at all ambigm 

They would treat with the British to-day, 

with any other power to-vnovvow who couUl 

proncli them; and would with equal disaim 

tiou carry into effect the purpose of rcmo\ 

one to the prejudice of the other, or both at 

same time, if' needful to the caprice of the prii 

by secret assassination, or open force. Thc< 

racter, therefore, of all the Native governm 

is so totally different in all its shapes from c 

that a man can scarce draw a rule of govcn 

India from any analogy of governing Engl 

or most countries in Europe. There is no 

bility in India, or in any thing belonging t 

You might buy at any time princes, people, 

country ; and to-morrow every country in J 

would be knocked down to the highest bit 

that is the strongest arm, without refercnc 

regard to existing treaties, interest, or 'ob 
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tion. Every thing in it- is as variable as the 
-season : the people, accustomed to changes, meet 
them in their severest dresses with indifference ; 
their own period of existence, either in strength 
of body, or faculty of mind, seldom attains the 
age of matured manhood in other countries. 
Void of pride, of national jealousy, or honour, 
they carry with most willingness the load as it 
comes lightest upon them, without a thought 
as to its durability, or the qualities or vir- 
tues of tlio.se who impose it. In every step we 
made in India, we had to oppose unceasing 
combinations against us: we wished to act, by 
fixed and immutable principles of justice, 
faith, and mutual benefits: but no such 
theory of government ever existed in India: 
all was strength of arm, length of purse, 
caprice, and corruption. It is therefore to be 
rejoiced at, that these unfit and petty tyrants . 
are so many of them moved away from ob- . 
structing our administration, and our free in- 
tercourse with the mass of the people. This 
has been a work of time, and surely a providcn- 
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tial deliverance for them. They can now 
fleet upon higher qualities that their natun 
capable of; console themselves, that their 11 
though short, may he happy, their families 
properties secured, and their depemluuce u 
a funi and solid footing, instead of one tixpc 
to every gust of wind. Many people urj 
that our extent of territory in India has h 
but just proportioned to our extent; of ambit 
and perfidy with the neighbouring powc 
and hi reflecting upon the condition of the 1 
rives, -picture to their minds a people in 
wretched and -oppressed by us; instead ofv'n 
ing tiic British government in India, as one t 
can boast of its simplicity of construction,' 
wonderful and rapid progress,' its deliveranet 
a great part of tone civilized world from tyrai 
and oppression, its justiuc aijd its moderatioi 
all- its 1 subjects, morci than any other nation 
the annals .of' history can do hi sucli nnot 
cause, -and' more' than half the governments 
Europe can ihoust of to their osvn subjec 
and-tho same haiul-of. Providence-over it, \v 
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the wisdom of the British government in the 
protection of and due attention to the people's 
properties and customs, may perpetuate the pos- 
session of India to England ; and in lime ac- 
complish for that people, the utmost attainable 
height in government, laws, ajul religion, that 
the native of things in India-is capable of. 

It has been one of the wisest steps of -the 
British government, that they wpuld never 
allow ;my interference, or compulsory, propaga- 
tion of the Christian religion, a/iiQiigst the Na- 
tives of India-:" 'that measure alorje, if adopted, 
would have been fraught with nothing sliort of 
totaj ruin, to qur. interests.- It -would have 
leagued the whole population of India against 
us at one aucl t}ic same time. We have done bet- 
ter j -we have not only protected them in the. ex- 
ercise of, their religion and rites, but even Encou- 
raged all the.. superstitions and follies of their, 
.several faiths, .by entering at once into ; thir 
wishes on that bead, and cv.en maintaining under; 
oui'iown superintendance and-. cost their most 
ancient .temples and ceremonies,. . The.iconso* 



284 

quence is, we have taken the very surest way to 
bring them about, by leaving them their absur- 
dities, and prohibiting the intermeddling of en- 
thusiasts among them. The Natives are now 
beginning to smile involuntarily at many of 
their own rites and ideas ; the temples and pago- 
das are, of the people's own accord, become neg- 
lected^and unfrequented ; and the Natives con- 
fine their devotion more to their own homes 
and families than at any former period. We 
\visely never gave them on this head any real 
cause of alarm. The progress of Christianity in 
any country will be but proportioned to the 
moral energy of the people; and where a. de- 
ficiency of that strength of mind exists^ it can 
only come about or be effected by education in 
the first instance, its moral consequence in the 
second, and next by. the aid of Providence and 
the common contingency of events. But the 
zeal of the Missionaries will not be restrained 
by natural impossibilities. They endeavour to 
pour into the minds of the Natives, still unversed 
in our language, the doctrines of. our -religion. 



They present to them Translations in their own 
language of the Acts of the Apostles; they ad- 
dress them in the fields, and they give them to 
understand atonec, that they are all going astray, 
and are sure to perish. The villager who now 
possibly for the first time enjoys his little field 
under the benign influence of our government, 
and whose family is fed and happy, wonders at 
this new-comer and his address; he does not 
even comprehend what he alludes to, whether 
some worldly calamity or other, and his ignorant 
soul is thus rendered unhappy and miserable. 
But these gentlemen, fired with pious zeal, 
Avhich surpasses in its nature all other, seem to 
think that the dispersion of the Gospel in the Chi- 
nese, Sanscrit, Hindoostanec, or Malay, amongst 
the people is sufficient for the proposed object ; 
and as they deal out these to the Residents and 
Magistrates of the different places, they conse- 
quently set down their converts and their work 
in proportion to the number dispersed. We 
have ourselves observed at more Residencies 
to the eastward than one, where scarce a v vessel 
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arrived without bringing a box or package 
the above books in the Chinese language to 
Resident, who was rcqiicsled to disperse th 
and did so as far as was in bis power: He t 
them to all quarters, by bundles of' hundred 
a time! The Chinese looked at them, 
said they bad finer stories of their own ; 
there was no person amongst them to 
scribe the intention or purport of these boi 

'They did not know why they wero s 
whether for entertainment, or moral imprr 

'incut; and seeing so many copies, they latt 
threw them aside altogether, and the ah 
Resident could disperse no more. Never 
less, the fervid zeal or' the Malacca missloi 
heaped them on him ship after ship ; and t 
at length acquired such a mass in bis 61! 
that he was compelled to remove them to 
out-office, and several thousand copies of 
description 1 were handed over to the I)i 
authorities, in whose hands we arc sure 'I 
will never bear much fruit. This was the : 
sionary of whom we read in an Kiiglish p; 
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a fc\v years ago, as having- written home to the 
Missionary Bible Society for three hundred mil- 
lions of JJibles, or copies of the Acts. In the 
above manner lie could easily get rid of even 
that, number, by delivering' them as ballast, 
or turning them out of doors without an in- 
dex or a monitor to explain them. We might 
compare the habitual excesses of the Portu- 
guese descendants with those of the Mahome- 
dans who originally visited Hindostau. Each 
party was powerful of itself; each struggled to 
extend its faith by sword and force ; each failed 
In its object. Nature, as it were, vindicated 
herself; she has preserved to the mass of her 
children in India innocence and simplicity of 
life and manners, unadulterated with discor- 
dant particles. Of those proud innovators and 
invaders, we find the descendants and the 
followers in a great measure obliterated from 
the earth; and in those who remain scarce one 
quality that is creditable to mankind. The 

Hindoo, in morals, stands pre-eminently above 

i 

all the others in India. In his life lie is in- 
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offensive, simple in his diet, without an 

tion, and without pride ; attached to his fain 

obedient to the government, prostrate to 

Creator of all, and neither anxious to com 

or be converted. Now change the picture, 

convert the Hindoo, without the spirit of Cl 

tianhy (for it is so at present), to our noin 

Christian : we shall find him become lo 

drunken; and ungovernable. We shall let li 

a set of vagabonds over the face of the conn 

and we may have to charge this to the preen 

of the experiment. Let us be watchful 

cautious against religious innovation in In 

we can only gratify the Missionaries by 

mitting them to try their success : we for 

its impracticability for centuries. Let t 

have their wishes; but let not the Hritish 

vermncnt be prevailed upon, or the nation I 

far deluded, as to dream of mixing our Ch 

establishment amongst the brandies of 

Indian government. Let them reflect tha 

a moral point of view, the Natives musl 

years to come be the losers by the adoptk 




any, even were it of our religion. If we can but 
improve the minds and morals of the Natives, 
their prejudices wilf gradually shift off of them- 
selves ; this, however, must be a work of time, 
and, unless by the interposition of Providence, 
caunot come about for centuries in that coun- 
try but with loss and deterioration to the little 
moral character at present amongst them. We. 
must not arrogate to ourselves the sole superin- 
icndaucc and concern for the people of India ; 
in die eye of Providence, as of nature, they 
have, no doubt, a clue share and weight; His 
will, and not ours, will accomplish the perfec- 
tion of the creation. We arc as yet merely the 
Jever of India, 'let us not press too heavily or too 
rashly upon it : we might in a day find the whole 
mechanism of our art fall to atoms about us*. 

* An American Missionary gcnllcmnii, a HttU; time be- 
fore I loft Bombay, callud on the Governor, Sir K. N-, with 
two more of his reverend brethren, tor the purpose of yetting 
permission to rcaiilo ;it, Bombay with u view to liis calling. 
Sir Ii ( having heard lug request, toltl him lie hud the most 
positive orders from tlta Court of'Directors not to permit any 
liuroNC'.in of American to remain in India without tlielr j>er- 
wis$ion, an$ that lie had always been regardful find obedient 
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Let us for a moment turn our attention 
the Indian army, which we shall class un 
the following heads, and nearly under the 
lowing numbers : 

1st, His Majesty's regiments of cavalry ami infimiry 20 
2nd, The Company's European troops, artillery, 

and infanlry 7 

3rd, The regular Native army : cavalry 1'^ 

infantry 118 

Native artillery - 

5 Battalions of pioneers 4 

Total of regular army, 100,400 

4-th, Tlic regular corps of our Allies, oflicered by 

Europeans *? 

5th, The irregular corps of our Allies, chiefly horbc, 

under few European officers 1* 

6th, TheSebun(lccs,or irregular soldiers, employed 
by ouvstilves ami o\u - Allia u otciwioun l' 

minor iinporinnee, ami on hill-forts 

. Total, irregulars 2(i,000 
Grand toiul, 11)2,400; 
say, with the vctci tm hattalions, 200,000. 



to their orders; and that he (tho Missionary) coiili 
remain. The Missionary still urged his point, but 
purpose, as Sir K. was yet inflexiblo. At Jynyth the 
sionory swelled up, ami addressed tho Governor in n 
tho folIowingVords : " If, Sir K., you, as a Governor on t 
prevent me from discharging and cmoring upon my < 
to tho Governor of Heaven, I shall charge you, ami 



Of the 1st, His Majesty's. These are generally 
from 10,000 to '22,000 in India, and from their 
strength, pfficers complete, and skill, hold the 
first place, in efficiency, of the whole. They 
are, in short, the vevv corner-stone of the mi- 

V 

litary structure in that quarter. Next to his 
Majesty's troops, if not with them, we may 
rank the whole of the Company's European 
artillery, horse and foot, these being the only 
corps that are kept complete in otlicers in the 
same manner as the King's. The Company's 
European infantry corps are more or less broken 
up, and in want of European otiiccrs, in the 
same manner as the Native corps; and being 
subjected to be drafted into the artillery prior 
to the peace, it thus rendered the attention and 
pride that officers naturally took in disciplining 

hereby summon you to stand lor ilie samt! before the tri- 

botial of- -." $'r E. on this was panic-struck, as we 

may fancy; and muter this heavy imprecation and threat, 
he said, " Welt, you may stay Kere until I refer it to the 
Marquis of Hustings; he is a step in authority above me. I 
shall wash my hands of it altogether." The Missionary's 
.case was referred to tlie Marquis of Hastings, and he obtained 
hi3 deaire of residence in India. 
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their men, useless to the corps and uainfi 
themselves. The Company, however, can 
get as many and select men as they please, 
the services of their European corps during 
whole of the late war entitle them to a full e 
of their consideration. The Native corps 
principally faulty in the want of sufficient 
ccvs in the first instance ; of able-bodied 
fit subjects for an army in the second j ay 
the want of Native olllccrs of sonic ednca 
faintly, or rank, in the third. Of the first- 
look upon the European officers as the 
souls and hinges of the Native army, w 
presence and example alone can infuse 
fulcnce in and a proper stimulus to the tr 
1 under them, and without whom (even conl 
to the high authorities of Brig.-gen. Sir J, 
and Sir T. M M bufewho have of themselves 
believe, since recanted a little their opinion 
this score,) we shall pronounce the Native s 
not worth holding. Remove the European 
cers from the Native corps, and you disnu 
at once the whole machinery you strike 
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the pendulum from the clock, and the work 
ceases. To judge of the warlike or hardy 
character oK a people, we must not only look 
to the organized and well-disciplined lines of 
an army, we must visit them in their villages, 
and observe their domestic pursuits, their habits, 
and their very amusements ; and when we find 
them in all these inferior even to women of 
more hardy regions, we must stamp that people 
as very unlikely to form an efficiency of strength 
or energy equal to any occasion of emergency 
or need. And a fair criterion to judge of the 
military character of that people would be, to 
lootc to themselves aiul their brethren, nearly 
sixty millions of whom we now have brought 
under subjection to us, and amidst the whole 
of whom no one prince ever yet found steady 
allegiance in them as subjects, bravery in them 
as armies, or protection for themselves against 
foreign enemies or invaders. Amongst a class 
of this kind the most we can expect, and far- 
ther than which we should be cautious never to 
rely, is to preserve in subordination to the go- 
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vcniment their brethren, over whom our disci- 
pline and officers will always ensure a command- 
ing ascendancy, however numerous or -however 
ill-disposed the mass of the population of Hin- 
dostan might be to us. Dwelling on this sub- 
ject, AVC have little to (ear from any internal 
revolution or event within India itself. What- 
ever disturbances may occur in India internally 
by combinations of the Native princes, of the 
higher or the lower classes, against our authori- 
ty, a little time, and the application of our re- 
sources, will infallibly burst asunder their feeble 
machinations. The sphere is too wide find great 
for the narrowness of their capacity to compre- 
hend ; they may fancy awhile that because they 
wish it, or plan it to he, it may be accomplished; 
but when the moment, of action or bringing it 
to the test arrives, they become at once con- 
founded, and know not what to do, all their 
vauntings sink into servility and fear, and they 
will break up one after the other, only with this 
accession to their minds*, that their immmmnga 
and insurrections arc useless and ' futile, ns Jong 
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is tlie want of firm hearts and hands pervades 
their general mass. 

TPulvem exigni jactn compressa quiescent. 

Left to ourselves, we may sustain and preserve 
this expanse of dominion, amidst the clashing* 
and interruptions that must naturally arise 
among such varieties o governments, of into- 
. ,-ests, and people, and amidst any defechons 
. that may arise amongst ourselves. But this 
facility of government must be only contem- 
plated under the present state of things; and 
n ,ight in a single twelvemonth present the very 

Averse of so pleasing a picture. Our domi- 
nion, in Ind* have now increased m extent 
aud relations to a size that wilUt all times re- 
quire a great degree of wisdom and Jirmness to 

Lag/ tUen, .ngle-hauded, and to preven 
their tottering under their own we.gh , but the 
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population in Hindostan up against us, and 
would in its effects at once vibrate, like a stroke 
on an extended sheet of metal, to the very walls 
of our three governments. Adverting to our 
vast strides of conquest and grandeur in India, 
it cannot be expected that the lowered and de- 
graded sovereigns, or their subjects, will for 
years to come either forgive or forget their in- 
juries and our animosities. 

Necdum causae irarum, srcvlque dolores 
Excidevant animo. 

These will he always ripe for action, and ready 
to obey the first signal of war against us; and 
although any change of masters must to the 
Natives of India prove injurious and hurtful 
(for they never had, nov ever can under any 
other government possess, the same advantages 
as they enjoy under the British), still the mass 
of that people are short-sighted, timid even to 
despair, and easily won over; and their intel- 
lectual, with their corporeal faculties, seem in 
these to be precisely of the same character. The 
Native of India seldom calculates b'eyond his 



present enjoyment:. Premature in the indul- 
gence of every disorderly passion, his days soon 
run to an end, and by the time thit his judg- 
ment and body ought to be matured, he. becomes 
void of' energy, childish, and imbecile. The du- 
ration of u government is of the same conside- 
ration to him as the passing of a season, or the 
growth of u tree; void of all ambition and of 
pride, and dead to every sense of principle or 
of honour, (except, the insolence of his supe- 
rior cast can he so called,) the highest Hindoo, 
or other Indian, will stoop to the practices and 
cunning of the lowest; and so far as any moral 
restraint operates upon him, will at all times 
be an object for vigilance and precaution to the 
authorities set over him. Such a character cares 
little wlio rules him, whether English or other, 
If his village is attacked, he will cither flee 
away, or bury himself with his treasures. If his 
neighbour's house is on fire, provided a broad 
street intervenes, he will sit with as much com- 
posure as if nothing was 1 happening; and will 
even view a murder committed before his door 
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with the same apathy and indifference. Fi 
such a people, therefore, we could expect li 
support or prop, were we seriously attucl 
The same character belongs to every Scapoy 
Native soldier, in our service. They scrv' 
to make money, and the mass of them we 
be no longer steady to us than the hlooc 
operations of war continue*. Even now, w 
we have had to encounter so little for y 

* We found in the laic Goorkha war imtancoH ol 
kind, where the Bengal Scapoys, .suspecting they 1m 
hold of a Tartar, threw down their arms, ami denortc 
dozens. General S. W. however look up KOIIIU of them 
his tenderness for the Civil Laws of Bengal prcvimtct 
from inuking n suitable example of thorn. Such Icn 
always illjudgoil ; nd ihe Ural instance of defection i 
riuus alarm tunniigst the Ueiignl Nutivo troops follow* 
long after this, in I8U, when they could scarcely be 
vailed, upon to embark. for Java ; and ut Java. in aiwtli 
stance they carried their combination, as will bcobserv 
a dangerous height j the latter was quelhid by n prom] 
ample in the execution of throe of them : but those ec 
guilty, tmd condemned, in Bengal wore pardoned by 
Moira. An example was required at the time in Be 
and although tho voice of mercy is always wclcum 
apprehend that the late defection to tho Bcrav Itajah hj 
gal Seapoys may be deduced from those nmlukcii ap 
lions of pardon.- 



the order of march being given, possibly 50 will 
desert. They will not pass certain boundaries, 
mountains and rivers. In short, there is an in- 
superable bar between the strength and faculty 
of the European mind and that of the Asiatic, 
that can never be surmounted or reconciled; 
and all that we can do will be, to temper as 
well as we can, this frail material in India, Uy 
blending with it every infusible quality of our 
own, and thus try to invigorate the composition 
and render it less perishable. In the mean time 
we alone must buoy up the bark in India; we 
must protect and shelter the inhabitants, and 
guard at the same time against foreign invasion, 
which in any shape, for years to come, might 
paralyze our whole system in India.* The 

ORDERS. 



Bombay Castle, H/A January, 1818. 

- The Right Honourable the Governor m Council is pleased 
to dived the following Proclamation to be published. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Wherea. many of the Seapoys belonging to the Military 
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Bengal army, in men of high cast, si/e, * 
strength, stands far above cither of the Pr 
deneies of Bombay and Madras, and cor 
(jucntly under a proper selection, would 
found the most efficient against a severe c 
my ; but even of those, generally there are 
men in each battalion very unfit for the us< 
arms, and the whole of whom should be j 

J'jtablishmuui uf iho Presidency of liombixy, who, k i, 
liuved, tire well ajlbcted to Uic service oi' the Uonmu 
the En.st Imliii Cowjjimy, have lalely descried, kiving 
misled by Emissaries of the JAuslnvn, or with a view of 
venting die fiii'ilier exercise of those dels of cruelty 
oppression, 'winch Imvc been iuilieieil on llieir fuiniluv 
friends in consequeiico of their buiug cmployc'tl in 
service of tlie Honourable Company : ihi: Ui^bl Ilouoii 
ilie Govurnor in Council, being purKimdcd tlnit such il 
Uons arc alone lo bo nttribuied to Lhose CUUSCH, SIIHM 
Bombay ScnpoyH Irave ever been dislinyimhed by 
fidclily ami altnclunent lo the Drilinli Oovurnmoiii, In 
offers free pardon lo all deserters who may svirrcndor 
selves lo Uie Ofl'iccra commnmling ai Bftncoole, MnUvi 
Scvennlrnojr, or nl ilic lieiid qunrlurs of iho corps in i 
ibey belong, al any timu between Uie date of ibis ]) 
ination and the first of August next. 

Tho civil and military authorities at every hliilio 
hereby directed lo extend protection lo the families ol 
Soapoys HS may seek refuge within the )Jrilij>]i tcrnioi 
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dually set aside for better Senpoys. At Madras 
and Bombay, we may double that number to 
cacl) battalion, who should in the same manner 
he removal from the army, or sent, to stations 
or duties of inferior moment. The rigours and 
severities of our discipline, and the dearncss of 
jjrovisious on the Madras and Bombay sides, 
prevent men of the same good qualities as those 
of IliwlosUm from entering our service; and 
it consequently becomes u measure of necessity 
to receive into these armies every man who 
wants service, above a certain size, wilbout re- 
ference to Ilia fitness or his strength. Hence 
the Madras aud Hombay Native corps are ge- 
nerally composed of men who are as fit for . 
boxers us they are for soldiers; many of them 
not equalling, in muscular strength, an Euro- 
pean boy of 1*2 years old, and scarcely able to 
stand the shock of their musquet. The whole of 
the Native cavalry on these establishments are 
subject to the same observation ,' many of whose 
accoutrements, sword, and dress, would nearly 
equal the weight of the man himself. Now in 
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such hands, setting the hearts aside, such an 
engine as a British inusquet or sword is absurd 
on the face of it. The Native officers, again, 
taken from the ranks, rise to the highest of their 
class, progressive only, we may say, in promotion, 
and in amassing money ; for at their highest 
summit, they are as ignorant and as incapable of 
doing the duty of an officer, as the commonest 
Seapoy in the ranks. The Native officer lias 
little to look up to, beyond increase of pay ; he 
can never attain a rank equal to one of our 
Cadets, He is kept in ignorance. We are 
apprehensive of imparting any share of our 
own nature or learning to others, for fear of 
their taking advantage of if, and applying it to 
our own destruction.* 

* This remark particularly attaches to Madras, to which 
a feverish character, peculiar to itself, belongs, and has 
embroiled that presidency for the last century, from the 
days of Whitehill, Rumbold, Pigot, and Lord Macartney, to 
those more eventful ones of Sir G. B. Every whisper, 
every breeze, over the government bridge at Madras seems 
to be impregnated with ideas and rumours of faction alul 
mutinies. If half a dozen rounds of ammunition are missing, 
the Seapoya are about to mutiny the old story, a Miri 
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I* rom the mass of the Madras army, 55,000, 
there arc not, probably, above 50 in the whole, 
writers exccptcd, who can read or write a 

comhimuion against us. If a respectful remonstrance is 
made, it is construed into a minimi! design : down with it 
by force and l>y arim. The Native officers at Vellorc re- 
spectfully remonstrated ngninxitlio introduction of the now 
cfips, and the turnscrew, which too nearly, in their appre- 
hensions, mumbled a cross : they were turned awtiy unat- 
tended lo.ivuru brought to trial, nnd publicly punished. The 
Sr.apoys in Hit; Travancore mutiny, urged in their defence 
tlmtthey thought they were only fulnlling a desideratum of 
ihe Madms government, to get rid altogether of the European 
officers, ntullto commanded by their own, who, having tasted 
a little of UK; (wuuiH of command, in ilic absence of their 
officers, woro no less anxious to recover it, and of course in- 
du-slHoiis JJi esciiing thuir troops to revolt. Tlio Madras 7th ' 
Cavalry at Ilmvknra, in January 181!), having had a promise 
held out to them for the preceding four years that they should 
bo relieved, and having been in the field for the last ten 
yeara, whan ordered to march again on a new service, re- 
monstrated with General D., and urged the fulfilment of the 
promise made to lliom. Tho Native officers and men said, 
" Our wives and families are looking out for us; they charge 
us with having abandoned und foranken them ; the wives of 
many of us arc now of that ago llmt must render a protracted 
separation from them clangorous and painful to us. We have 
had more acrvicc limn any other Cavalry corps in the army ; 
and we shall bo glad to take tlio field again, after a short 
visit to OUT friends." This was instantly construed into sedi- 
tion : the report reached Madras; tlio order was sent to 
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word of English, lio\v much belfer \vm 
bti if we could instil into them a desire 1 01 
tating our ways of thinking' and acting 
dissipate their gross prejudices, to teach 
an higher order of ideas, and thus not i 
naliy and through fear as they now are, 1 
reflection and in the enjoyment of an imp 
education, attach ilium firmly to us. ' 
are many Natives at the different Preside 
who are well instructed and versed in the 
lish language, and all these justly set 
selves in their own estimation above the t 



remount tho 25tli Dragoons on llto cvo of 
Europe. An old Subatulnr, who ncted us sjjokesma 
ordered for ihroc months to the top uf (.iiwilyhui 
corps marched without fnrlhor murmur, and woro < 
lo submit to the ncceHsity. Now It ought to huvc hoc 
.sidercd, that General JX's force, froiniho your 18M- I 
had nioro marching, and underwent greater ftitlgi 
pvivtitions, than tiny oilier' force purlmps over did in 
Gen. D.'s force had been out four monsoons hi success! 
did the troops over grumble, or evince the least dtss 
tion ; and in tlmt of Jfll3, ivlicn ordornd to tnnrcl 
moved three days without their Dnznra, the lijizt 
saying, their hcnrls woro nearly broken, that thny 1 
a leg to Bland upon, and refused, until driven out 
commissariat, to accompany the army. 
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of tlieir countrymen, and pride thcmsch'es upon 
tlicir knowledge of our language and our his- 
tory. They admire us the more from this 
acquaintance with us; tht:y look down upon 
their brethren with contempt, and they are as 
proud of the honour of corresponding with, an 
English olViccr or gentleman in English, as they 
would be at a present, 

lu the irregular horse ami troops of our Allies, 
such as the Mysore, the Ilydrabad, Poonah, 
and Nagpore, we find many Native officers of 
family and respectability in those services that 
would not enter our service under the present 
constitution of it, whereby they are precluded 
rising except from the ranks, but who, we 
doubt not, would most readily enter it if they 
saw encouragement held out to themselves auc! 
their equals to do .so. Some of these Native 
officers are men of the highest respectability in 
the country men who would with the acquisi- 
tion of our language become an ornament ami 
n value to our army,. and many of whom have 
lately shewn a zeal and gallantry in our service 

K 
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that would stand comparison with our Na 
cavalry. If we could impart a certain hist 
tion iu our language to the Native officer, 
our army, we might calculate upon in 
advantages from it. Jt would set them i 
superior order or class above the ranks, we 
bring them nearer to their own officers, we 
attach them to our government from a kn 
ledge and. not dread of its value, and, n 
than all, make them better officers, and o 
pctcnt to more important duties and tri 
English schools might be established at 
different Presidencies, the instructors to 
selected from those qualified amongst the 
vcral casts of Natives ; the instruction to 
confined to the English language and writ 
alone, with a peremptory and absolute cxi 
sio'n of nil religious discipline or discuss; 
The children of respectable Mahomcdans 
others, whether soldiers or not, might bo 
vitcd to receive a common education at tl 
institutions, and be thence posted, in the n: 
nor of Cadets, to corps as Jcnwlars and SuL 
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dars. The Native ranks should be confined 
to rise as high as Havilda'rs, and each Havildar 
after so many years' service, be allowed to 
retire on a pension. Such a plan would, in our 
opinion, be better calculated to secure perma- 
nency and efficiency to the Native army than 
the present one, where we find Subahdars, and 
Subahdars Majors, differing only in, title from 
the lowest Seapoy. Nor do we think it would 
be attended with any particular difficulty to ' 
cfl'ect such a plan in the Native army, as the 
children of those in the .army alone should be 
selected in the first instance, and the parents 
of the children would perceive that the object 
of the institution was not a reduction, but a 
self-evident improvement in the army. 

There arc mauy exceptions, of course, to the 
preceding remark respecting the ignorance of the 
Native olliccrs, and their incapability of doing 
their duty; but it will be found on examination 
to be as true as it is general through our Native 
army. It will not be understood here, that these 
Native 'officers arc not move expert in parade 

x 2 
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duties and guard's relict* than their Scapo 
but separate! or detach nine from ten of tl 
to any post, or on any duty, where condi 
method, or the simplest exercise of the niin- 
demanded, and they will infallibly bungle 
In short, in their present training all reflect 
seems to be quite foreign to i.hcir minds ; t 
appear 'to net more on instinct than reasoi 
thought; and when one thing has been don< 
turned over, there they drop it, nor do t 
ever recal it 'again to their memory or f: 
assistance. The bnmch of the Native ofli 
is the most faulty in the Native: army, ft 
has given voom to pride, 'an insolent ambit 
and, above all, to the exercise of a dangci 
influence amongst the troops, to which I 
attainments by the longest experience can n< 
entitle them ; and the latter apprehension 
comes the morcflangcrous, in proportion to 
scope given by the absence of -too many E 
pcan officers from their corps. Wo may 
an example of this lately at Java; where, r, 
were actually in contemplation by the Na 
officers of the li, V. battalion, to usurp 
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Java government. There were only two youno- 
Kuropean officers present at the moment, when 
the machination was to commence in their 
ii-iuixlcr, but which, through their decisive and 
prompt arrest of the ringleaders, was happily 
quelled. AtTravancorc in 1012, in like manner, 
the 'Native officers were the chief instigators in 
the plot, who, finding so few officers present 
with them, combined with some refractory 
chieftains, but were informed against*, and dis- 

* Si i- Samuul Auclimuty, in confirming the sentence of 
tlio Wiuivr, omirinu Uinso, implicated in the Travail cure mu- 
tiny ; hit upon nn expedicmi that will, \vc think, effectually 
Nick on ntxl dcfunl ;i)l liiiiire close connexion betivccn the 
Sopoy utiil Niitivo ofllccr. Tlic order of his Excellency 
tv'na colic bird Kimlrwlmt in the language of inspiration. He 
went to lit'il \vitli |iii mjint J'liKy improssiM as to the guilt of 
ilia svlmU 1 , Nulivc nfljccrs and all ; Ijnt in the morning, us if 
ui tho oH'nl((Oin: of vis'um (' of a dream, he publicly dc' 
clni'cd bin cniivii'iinu llmL llic Native ofticcrs were all iu- 
noceiiL men, and onienxlcticirstvonls fo lc; returncfl to them, 
(lircj<:linp; lln; ttciilcniifi of death at the time to be carried 
inlu oxcciuiou nn the non-commissioned and Seapoys found 
guilty, Tlu: separate classca of both \vill most pmbnbly in 
fiiUiro iock ivitlt .iiispicioii on any proposal of combination 
umaiigHtihcimulvcs, from the above example, where thoau- 
who scclncrd wcro panluiicd, and the nnforliinato men who 
fb I lowed llurir atlvlce, I'orCoilcd, for the temerity of 
l' more innocent blood. 



310 

com fi ted through tlicmcims of a Native woman. 
Nothing can more tend to diffuse a ]>ropcr con- 
fidence in the government am! themselves, mid 
to frustrate all attcni])ts of a dangerous influ- 
ence amongst the Seapoys and their own Native 
ofliecrs, than the presence of a suflicient num- 
ber of European ofticcrs with each battalion. 
"We have of late years to complain of the great 
and strange want ofofiicers in every part of the 
Native army, where a much greater exertion 
than has been encountered might have been 
looked for. Independent of the small number 
of European oiliccrs to a regiment of two bat-* 
tal 1011.1(1 colonel, SJlieut-cols., 2 majors, cap- 
tains, 22 lieutenants, 10 ensigns) there must be 
taken from this, the whole of the stall' of va- 
rious ofliecrs employed in civil and other .situ- 
ations, absentees in Europe, and on sick account $ 
and we find in 1010, the officers of the Madras 
Native army throughout not averaging above 
.five actually doing duty with each battalion of 
the army. At the battle of Mahidpore there- 
was a deficiency, from only seven battalions 
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'(wingM.E. R., 3rd, Gth, i. H th, 2. 14th, lOtli, 
and Uitle corps), of 75 officers absent from the line 
in battle; ami the Coinmamlcr-in-chicf Sir T. 
Hislop's general rota for subaltern duty was 
atone time reduced to four Company's officers; 
while no less than four officers of corps at- 
tached to the pioneers were in camp at the time, 
with nothing to do but what Serjeants would be 
belter fitted for, to superintend working-parties; 
and one of these officers was actually with- 
drawn from his corps after the battle of Maliid- 
porc to act with the pioneers. It must he un- 
derstood that officers attached to the pioneers 
receive an extra allowance of about 135 rupees 
monthly ; but such an occupation for officers, 
excepting a Commissary officer and an adjutant 
to each battalion, is altogether unseemly, and 
would be much better transferred to respectable 
and steady non-commissioned officers, or those 
in the under classes of the ordnance department. 
Whilst. every other corps in the army laboured 
under the greatest want of European officers, the 
corps of pioneers, because there was something to 
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gain by it, had many claimants; and the channel 
in which that branch of patronage ran, always 
succeeded in keeping the pioneers complete with 
officers, to ihe detriment and prejudice of the 
army at large. The fact is, in the Company's 
service we do not pay that attention to the real 
efficiency or" the jinny that should be done, 
livery officer in the Company's army only joins 
liis corps as a matter of necessity, and sticks to 
it no longer than he can help, until he succeeds, 
somehow or other, to get out of it into some 
little by-employ or other. 

To adduce an instance of the want and the ab- 
sence of officers from theircorps, I shall give you 
the 1st rcg. of Madras infantry, to which I can 
speak from my own authority, having been in 
company with that corps during the late services 
in the Mahratta campaign, and for nearly three 
years. From a part of this corpslilone, there was 
a field -officer, a Judge-ad vocatc-gcneral, and who 
had not joined his corps, or any other corps, for 
at least the last 10' years. Another field-officer 
of the same had been a Barrack-master and Pav- 

- . tf 
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master for the last 14 years. An old captain of 
the samp, was nursing his family on the coast dur- 
ing the whole service. Another captain of the 
same was permitted to reside, from the delicate 
stutc of his health, at Madras. Another captain of 
the same was au Aid-de-camp to the Governor, 
ami had not joined his corps for the last 14 
years. Another captain, Brigade-major in the 
field. An old lieutenant had been appointed 
in the commencement of the campaign to a 
Staff post, and withdrawn from bis duties. A se- 
cond nontenant was in like manner detached 
from his corps, to act as Pay-master. A third 
had been in a Civil situation for the last eleven 
years, and still continues in it. A fourth had 
been in the Surveyor-general's department for 
the last ten years, and never joined his corps. 
A fifth an Adjutant to the pioneers for the last 
four years. One major, about two captains, 
three lieutenants, sick; two lieutenants on fur- 
lough ; not a -single ensign in the- corps. So 
that with nearly 400 men, there stood alone 
three lieutciKints to their whole charge, each 



* 
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of them with two companies to look after, and , 
the whole of the staft' duties of the corps to be dis- 
charged' and sustained by them in like manner. 
This speaks volumes as to the system in the Com- 
pany's army: it may answer in a dead calm, but 
there is no need of remark as to its total ineffici- 
ency should there he any thing to be done. The 
fact is, that from the general mockery of fighting 
in India for the last 10 years, officers on the com- 
mencement of any campaign or service, instead 
of wishing to join their corps, and share the fa- 
tigues and dangers with them, by which alone 
experience can be bought, instantly set to work 
to get some by-employ or other on the staff, and 
thus shake themselves out of their corps for the 
time altogether. From this, we observed very 
nearly as many officers about the person of Sir 
T. II. during the battle of Mahidpore, as there 
were officers in the line of infantry opposed to 
the enemy; and it is not here necessary to 
question, which was the post of danger. For 
instance, in the corps above mentioned, on the 
very eve of its taking the field, it would scarcely 
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be credited, that the- three most necessary and em'- 

rientmej^vi/.ihc surgeon, adjutant, and quarter- 
master, were taken away from their corps, and 
two of them to enter into paltry appointments. 
The corps consequently was nearly dismantled, , 
going into action with one major, and five lieu- 
tenants, with nearly 400 men, and two of the 
latter officers were killed. Let vis therefore be 
convinced, that whenever the safety of India is 
materially at stake, the Company must not be 
only looked to for Us protection. We cannot 
at all limes have a Wellcslcy, or a Hastings, in 
that ((iiarier; and any man who will venture to 
rest ihe defence of India on the numerical 
strength of our armies there, will he sadly dis- 
appointed. Kngland, at such a crisis, will have 
to send a reinforcement, indeed an indispensable 
prop to the whole, military machinery of India, 
of at least 40 or 60,000 men*. 

* It WIN un l ft liulc rcnuuluiblc ilml nt the siege of As- 
mglwr, when thcro were nearly 15,000, with ilirec Di iga- 
iliflr-geniinilfl, the. conduct of tlio siege, not by selection, 
but us if n mutter of course, shotiM liave been confcricd 
n|/on n young Uculeuaiit of engineers; whose whole cxpe- 



Thus the olliccrsof thcarmy arc diverted fr< 
their essential duties with their corps, and I 
interests of the government consequently c 
posed to injury ami to prejudice. The win 
of the slafl'of the army, and all those who lu 
permanent employ detached from their cor 1 
should he set aside in a general list, and stru 
ofl 1 the cITicient strength of the reginienls 
which they belong; hut be permitted to r 
in them, until they should attain a rank ll 
would preclude their Jmldhig any longer til 
i Ui IV posts, when they might return to ill 
corps in their relative ranks. During th 
absence, of course the several vacancies shot, 
be filled up; nor should the line of the an 
be subjected to any interruption by absc 

m-ncc In wnr ivas embraced hi liU VMI and ob.se rviuiui 
llio iiUadt by storm on Coriii'li.i ni . Juvn. Ii nciy be auk 
wluirc were all ilio Colonel.-), I/ujnt.-ciilunel-i, uiul oil)ur r. 
ccvs of Uic Kngiuccrs? That lirancli of the acrvicc J.s 
sptiilud tnul loin invay fi'oin llu: rcul L'xurcirtt: of Uiuir pnil 
fiion, in tht' .same way in ih otlici 1 Cuinpany's corpNj i 
in sborL ao passivu is the nnUii'o ol'\var ilnciiidl by u.s hi Jin 
vhat we may he sleeping too soundly mill ion loi% in 
avoided from our Ifllinrtjy, \vo may perceive loo laic 
i'ors (uid I'-iltiicy ul'tliia sy^ltmu 
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tees on st;i(Y or other duties. Of nearly 4000 
Kuropcan officers in the Company's army',, there 
may he generally present in India, from 2400 
to 2700 ; of those certainly not less tlum between 
700 and BOO arc permanently or occasionally 
detached iVoni the actunMinc of their. profes- 
sion. Thus we should reduce the number of the 
Kuropcan ollicers with tho main cng-hx 1 , our 
army, to less- than 2000 an army amounting 
to upwards of 100,000 men; or one officer to 
80 men; and then allowing a Commanding 
ollicer and Adjutant to each Hnttalion, and con- 
sequently two of each to a lleghncnt, and there 
being 1 of those in Hengal, Cavalry and Infantry 
09, Madias 31, Hombny 14, or 07 hy 4, (that is, 
fHB oHiecrs excused from charge of companies) 
will render the charge on each remaining- officer 
upwards of 100 men. Now, in His M.'s army 
in India, ofliccrs go out but with one object, 
that is, of joining their corns, uud stuying by 
them.' The consequence is, with the yearly uy 
plcuishmcnt of olliccrs, and many of these, of- 
ficers of distinction and rank in Europe, any ,of 
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H M. corps kept in that complete and compact 
discipline, would be found before an enemy of 
men, instead of slaves, of the weight and value 
of at least any six Native battalions. The parts 
of the one arc linked together, heart and hand 
joined ; they nrcasif in a desert, and nothing but 
annihilation can defeat them : those of the 
other are loose, of 'compound and contradictory 
ingredients; the troops looking to .their officers, 
inspired and stimulated by them alone, the 
officers, at bottom, not confiding much in their 
men ; and the diffidence is natural, such a 
body, unless in close co-operation with a power- 
ful European contingent, would be found as 
brittle as glass, were but a serious body to 
strike against them. It is but justice to the 
Company's officers, that the exclusive benefits of 
the service in staff appointments, c. should be 
confined to them in a great measure, as they in fact 
enter that service for life,and once choosing- it, can 
seldom alter their condition; yet the exclusion 
of H. M. officers should not be absolute, and 
particularly from appointments of an active 
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and purely military nature. Officers of talent 

and xeal in that service, and who 'may have i 

' : 
boon in India for years, should be eligible to all 'Sf 

posts as above, excepting the general staff. 
JJut to those appointments of brigade-staff, in- 
terpreters, division-staff, and all appointments 
in the line, if fitted ov entitled to them by ser- 
vice, or application to the Native languages, the 
door fdiould not bo shut against them. By 
encouragement in this way, you will soon pos- 
sess in the sevml King's corps officers who can 
interpret themselves for their commanders j tho 
officers of these corps will look upon the Na- 
tives by degrees as more -nearly allied, to their 
own natures than bnilcs; and commanding 
officers of such corps, in passing through tho 
country, can judge for themselves may deal 
and treat with the Natives or enemies in their 
own words j and in (putting India after possi- 
bly a -service of 20 years in it, know somewhat 
more of it and its language than they do at 
present, carrying with them little more about 
India, than if they hud resided the whole 
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time in the wilds of Siberia. Had J/icut.- 
col. FancoUrt, who commanded at Vcllorc in 
1006, understood the Native language, he 
might have profited by the information of a 
Scapoy who discovered the plot to him; but 
the Colonel and his family being totally ig- 
norant of the language, he was obliged to 
have recourse to a Suhahdar implicated him- 
self HI the conspiracy, and who interpreted 
the Scapoy's report into a piece of merriment, 
adding of himself that the Scapoy had been 
-mad for years. The succeeding evening brought 
about the well-known calamities of the 21st of 
July, 1800. And at Ilydnibad about the same 
time Col.M. also of Mis M's.se.rvicc, had, through 
his ignorance of the habits ami language of the 
Seapoys, nearly plunged the whole of that divi- 
sion into, an insurrection. To these we add the 
lamentable affair at Talnuir, where had Sir T. 
Hislop understood the real state of the case, or 
been able to hear the Killedar's defence, he, 
never would have sanctioned the scene of that 
day; but, surrounded by men who had other 
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objects in view than the support of his Excel- 
lency's reputation, and who, rendered giddy by " 
a flush of success, and eager to enter upon their 
promised advancement without obstacle and 
without delay, blackened to his Excellency in 
t^ie darkest colours the conduct of the garrison, 
and which in the sequel has no less blackened 
ourselves. But, however the good things of 
the army in India, and which are now reduced 
to the lowest scale, may' be apportioned to the 
King's or Company's army, it becomes a mat- 
ter of greater importance, that the efficiency 
of the line of the army should not he so mate- 
rially interrupted or broken upon as at present, 
where generally officers of talent and preten- 
sions are taken from their corps in which they 
might be useful, and placed in some quiet situ- 
ation or other. The consequence of this selec- 
tion is, that we unhinge the several corps in a 
great measure, and throughout the army if we 
find one or two smart officers with a battalion, 
it is the highest we can look to. To. impose, 
therefore, upon the few officers present with a 
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battalion not only all its common duties, bui 
those also iu the field, where the duties and ex 
crtions of European officers with their Native 
troops are multiplied ten-fold, and to expec 
that every officer of a few present is a man o 
energy, or resource within himself, to tlrinl 
that they can individually not only connnam 
their own presence of mind and nerve, but sti 
mulute and infuse a portion of these qualitie 
into the Seapoys, is placing a burthen upoi 
Nature herself, which she is unable to carry, am 
which in such a climate as India should ii 
these essentials be as light as possible*. In thi 
difficulty of procuring for our Native armie 
fit subjects for military life, and considcriii| 
likewise the necessity of maintaining the whol 



* \Ve must constantly hear in mind the remark of th 
late Lord Melville, to prevent us throwing the whole systei 
of the Indian government into either one scale or the otliei 
and which can only be maintained in that quarter on sur 
grounds by a diversity of governments as well as of armiej 
"The monopoly of the Company is of as great important 
in a political view lo the interests of the State, as its com 
mercial advantages are to those of the Company .*' 
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Indian system, whether of government or armies, 
m the most multiform, distinct, and varied classes, 
we should turn our attention to the introduction 
of another class of troops, to be composed of 
Scedees, or Abyssinians, Arabs, Mukratmees, 
natives of Madagascar, of the Malay and French 
Islands, and even those remote in the West 
Indies*. 



* Had not ihe attention of onr Government m England 
bfteti entirely forgetful of our footing in ihc Eastern Islands 
at the conclusion of tlie late treaty with Holland, we might 
have looked towards that quarter for a wholesome nursery 
for our armies m India. By proper encouragement and at- 
tention, the various tribes of Malays, Javanese, Madu/cse, 
and the inhabitants of Borneo and the Moluccas, might be 
rendered in a short time equal in discipline to our Indian 
Native- troops; and with firmer hearts, and more hardy and 
robust frames, would have added a most wholesome contin- 
gent to our Indian army. Durjng the operations of Sir S. 
A. in Java, and particularly in the assault on Mister Cor- 
nells, the resolute and desperate bravery of the Madurese 
and Javanese was most conspicuous: they stood the ap- 
proach of ouv slonnmg-ym-tip.s of Europeans to the very 
bayonet, and only surrendered their posts with their lives: 
the very canals were glutted with the bodies of ihe former, 
whilst even the French and Dutch troops sought safety in 
flight. And we could adduce several other instances of 
those tough and savage tribes defending their "binlings/ or 

Y2 
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During peace the Company's army might be 
officered as they should think fit ; but the whole 
of those men unfit to bear arms should be re- 
moved at once : and, as above mentioned, we 
calculate on the Bengal side 100 for each 
battalion, and on Madras and Bombay 200 
a body of men without strength, fire, or en- 
ergy of character, and unworthy of the arms 
they carry. Rejecting these men from our 
ranks, we should filt up their place, but in a 
different class and a new branch, with a corre- 
sponding number of Black troops, disciplined 
and officered solely by His Majesty's officers. 
The change by such a branch to the Indian 
army would he,, little short of 20,000 men, and 
in the system of King's corps, complete with 
officers, would give a wholesome contingent to 
the Indian army ; and as the Company do not 

rude forts, and their prows, or boats, even against boarding- 
parties from men of war, with the most invincible courage; 
Frequently repulsing and defeating them. A battalion of 
such men, and under officers in whom ihey could confide, 
would from physical superiority alone be equal to any three 
Native battalions in the Southern armies of India. 
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generally think it expedient to keep their own 
corps complete in officers (at all events as they 
have not as yet entered into any resolution to 
make -up for those vacancies of European offi- 

^4 ft 1 

cers by absentees on staff-duty, &c.) let the jj j| 

Seapoy battalions, as they stand at present, be [j j j 

weeded of that class unfitted for arms, in- \\ ]' 

stead of having 900 or 1000 men in a battalion, H ;j 

H 1 ! 

with possibly not more than 600 or 700 fit for j< ;: 

service, and commanded and disciplined by 7 k : 

or 8 European officers; and the battalions being j| | 

reduced to a lower number of select men, let [j | 

the difference in numbers be transferred to the 

new, system, where, with the increased number 

of officers by His Majesty's army, and rejecting 

the plan of Native commissioned officers altogether, 

we should in time prepare the way for a larger 

extension of this plan. Thus, in Madras there 

are 50 Native battalions, each of late 900 

strong, or 45,000 men. Of each battalion there 

are 200 unfit for arms, or 10,000 men. The 

proportion of European officers present in the 

Madras Native army is to those of the King's 
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corps as 1 to 6 or 0. Now it may be taken 
for granted that the Company's are amply re- 
compensed in the duties of the staff, and other 
public situations filled by officers, without 
charging it to the military account, or. sub- 
tracting on that score from the efficiency of the 
army ; so that if we only transfer the difference 
between the establishment of European officers 
and those actually present with the Native 
corps, to the proposed system, we shall not 
have incurred an additional rupee's expense 
beyond the original design ; and in addition to 
the advantage of giving a balance in some ratio 
to our lately augmented and now unwieldy 
Native army, we shall pjant a new system to 
counteract by degrees the errors of the old one 
in the Native commissioned class; and what is 
still of more importance, we shall add, by pro- 
per encouragement and selection of brave and 
hardy men, a complement nearly equal to the 
number of Hi<i Majesty's troops in India. The 
Company's Native corps then may be kept up, 
according to the expediency of the moment, in 
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regard to ortieers; but these corps should 
again 1m weeded and picked out for select 
battalions, in the manner of the Rifle and Light 
cm-pa, and the disciplining O f which should not 
he left to chance, but a due complement of offi- 
cers constantly kept with them. The system 
of recruiting others than the Natives of India 
for our army, should be commenced upon by 
attaching those, that may enter to European 
corps for a timo, that they may observe the 
system, and regard the authority of the Euro- 
pean oflicor.s alone, gradually and impercep- 
tibly, and without reference to the Scapoy 
battalion. .Kvcry forbearance should be used 
to those recruits in the first instance, for they 
arc: more irritable, revengeful, and proud than 
the Natives of India, whom, generally speak- 
ing, we ean distort or model into tiny shape or 
figure hut that of a real man. 

The 4th class of the troops of the Indian 
army are the regular corps of our Allies, such 
as the Hydrahad, or llusacl brigade, those of 
1? cumuli, Nugpore, and other states. These 
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corps arc disciplined and officered by Euroj 
officers from His Majesty Vaml the Compa 
service ; and have in most of them attaim 
height of discipline equal to the Compa 
Native corps. The men are generally J 
doostanees, with Mahraltas; these will e 
those corps where they will not our's, as 
services of the former are of a provincial nat 
ami they are seldom employed beyond t 
particular boundary. 

The 5th class are the irregular horse of 
Allies, as abovej officered, but not in such n 
bers, as the regular infantry of our Allies, 
European officers, possibly 1 to 200, genei 
from the Company's service. Many of' t 
corps have proved themselves useful in the 
desultory warfare in the Dcckan, particul 
those divisions of them employed under Ci 
S d ., D., R., anil S". ; however, generally sp 
ing, they would be found more useful 
escorting supplies, &c. than for the purp 
of a steady or disciplined army. 

The 6th class are the Scebundees, or : 
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accustomed to the use of tha matchlock, 
who, for want of better, are employed in aid- 
ing- the collectors' servants, guarding passes 
and hill-forts, where behind a rock or wall they 
ma}' he useful in the defence of their posts. 
These corps seldom have European officers ; and 
if any, but one to superintend their pay, disci- 
pline, and musters** 

* The services of the Rnssel brigade have been of late 
very distinguished ; and the siege ami reduction of the fort 
of Nowah (by Major Pitman, Bengal army), in the country 
of the Naicks, N. ]. of Hyderabad, by that brigade, with two 
heavy guns, a detail of artillery, and a party of irregular 
horse, in March last, for smartness of execution ami bril- 
liancy of achievement, stands perhaps unparalleled by tiny 
similar afliiir during the whole of the late war. The nbove 
troops sustained for many days a very heavy loss before it; 
they were, however, indefatigable, and pushed iheir works 
to the very counterdcarp^-whicli they blew in, ami assault- 
ing the enemy to nearly iOO men at the breach and in the 
fort, they carried the place by sheer dint of thu bayonet. 
Yet we have never seen any public acknowledgment of that 
service not that it was deemed unworthy of due praise, but 
perhaps because the corps by which it was achieved did not 
belong to the regular army. Such a service, however, per- 
formed under the direction and at the example of British 
officers, certainly merited sonic public testimony, and in- 
fmitch' more so limn the reduction of MuhdcJah and 
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To reduce these 200,000 men to effective 
numbers against an enemy ol' any character, 
we shall expunge the lust two classes of 10,000 
men altogether, us only /it to o.scort grain or 
supplies from our magazines or depots. Of our 
European army, King's and Company's, l -i7,r>00, 
we must deduct 10 from every 100, on first 



Clintululi, where, we verily believe, ihevu was nmvc 
consumed in ili(! cimiplimunlH on ituine deciiHinm ihun \vs 
expended in ilt cnnridgcH tliscluirycdlwo or iliri-r men 
being killed -,unl hull' n dozen womi'luil ill iliu \\tcn\v.\- pluee, 
nuil nt tlio iuUcr, such the tl(ffieuff f yui' tlui liruncli, fliui (lie 

horse-iu-Lillci-y nclimlly u[ll"l >H1 ' UV111 ' ll ' llu! l ' 11<llli y HyiK 
ami ihiowing ihcinsclvija oil' ilie walls in cvmy dimitiim. 
We should be glutl lo net! llie cojiimia Hii'cuni ul' jmlilu: 1:11- 
eomtum in Imlin tioinowlmtcuir.iilpil, ami c'lndni'd lu linnly 
and essential nervicts. A |nl)lie aeknmvledKineiii oflhc 
{ovcniinc'iil BluiultJ bu rare unit difitiii^uiHliud nnvrk of 
public upju'olmlion ; wlicrous ol'luLe, fi'oin lliu niii.-iH nfiiiiinua 
contained and re-echoed in lliu general onlors, IL is UH illlli- 
cult lo tliacovcr an to rumumbur llu; paiileular inoiu of any 
imlii'kltml. l ; ront this (n'Hvi'iw every Hiilx/i'diimlr.- tiH}c.t\rl 
cliavgc of iulctiu:hmeiit nsHunien a right oPiHMiing IIIH mvu 
ptiimgyric, if at all employed ; ami Htmmwliut in tin: inuiuici' 
of a balliid, we j)erceivi! in lhn orditvn dim nicamini and 
nuinbcvH (not 11 rnnk U'li out) nlrlrlly pr^ierved ; HO tlmt UK- 
diflicnUywould bo, not, to find \vhnru movil exifled, itn it \viia 
to be: lound r-vtry wluiiT, but lodiHCfiiijiiiulc lliuucUvn iVoni 
ilic Idle in the gciieml heap. 
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taking the field, as unfit .for service, time ex- 
pired, sick, &c. Thus, suppose 14 .European 
Regiments ordered to the field, the most we 
could turn out would he 12,000 ; and from these 
or any portion of them on field service, we may 
deduct 18 from each 100 for the first six months, 
and after that, for the same space, as long as 
under canvass, 7, as unfit for service, ov de- 
ceased. The Royal Scots, who had been in ad- 
vance chiefly in barracks, but on service in 
tents since 1800, lost from that period to the 
beginning of 1819, upwards of 800 men, the 
chief mortality whilst under canvass; and the 
Company's- European Regiment, from May 
1817 to December 1818, being for the greater 
part of the corps also under canvass in' advance, 
lost about 340 men from 800, and not more 
than 20 of these killed in action. But so heavy 

H mortality umongst our European army in India 

& 
might be greatly alleviated, and remedied, by 

greater attention to the sick of that class, as to 
carriage, diet, and clothing. The Medical 
branch of our army requires also, and admits of, 
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considerable improvement. We understand, 
the Court of Directors have proposed limiting 
the seats at the Medical Board to a certain term. 
This would, no doubt, be attended with the 
best effects, as in such an arrangement we 
should find gentlemen of energy and life, called 
it once from active service in the field or with 
the armies, and exerting themselves at the 
board; whereas on the present system, a gentle- 
man gaining his seat by seniority alone, and 
keeping it as long as he pleases, has no public 
ohject sufficiently strong to stimulate his zeal 
and application in improving the service. 
From this drowsiness or dulness in that depart- 
ment, several of the forces experienced the 
greatest \vnut of medicines, &c. during the late 
campaign. Even at Mahiclpore in the field hos- 
pital, there was scarcely a bit of dressing plaster 
for the wounded officers; none for the men; nor 
was there a single set of amputating instruments 
besides those belonging to individual surgeons; 
some of these without them : and we have 
the best authority for saying that, of those 
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amputated, from the bluntness of the knives 
and the want of dressing plaster alone, two out 
of three died in the hospital. The medicines - 
that ought to have attended the Commander in 
chief in August 1817, did not reach the army 
until its return from Hindostan, in Feb. follow- 
ing; and we perceived the European detach- 
ment, under the Honourable Lieut. -col. M., 
from Hydiabad towards Hind ah in Octoher, 
1817, for eleven days, without a grain of me- 
dicine of any description that could he adminis- 
tered ; the consequence was, the men fell sa- 
crifices to complaints, that might have been 
remedied, no less than 17 of them having died 
on the march. These extraordinary deficiencies 
surely merit some correction, or at least inquiry 
into them.* 



* It is remarkable enough, that we should pay more at- 
tention to our Native troops, than to our Europeans; erery 
man of whom, independent of the claim he has upon our 
humanity in (lie snurificc of his life to us, stands govern- 
ment in nearly \00l. by the time he is landed in India, 
We find that all the Light corps in Madras are not only 
furnished with carriage at the public expense, but if their 
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The clothing and feeding the FAiropean sick 
in hospitals should he transferred altogether to 

baggage is lost, thcv are recompense tl by the Government 
for it; and that they in like manner receive from the govern- 
ment warm great coats' gratuitously once every three years. 
Now the Europeans, whether King's or Company's, have not 
oneof thc=e indulgences held out to them. They must him 
their own carriage, ami slaml to the consequence If it is lost ; 
they must purchase their own greatcoats, and at an advance to 
the Company of5 per cent. The pay of an European soldier is 
13 rupees; and ofa Seapoy in the field monthly. It is true, 
the European in tlm field is furnished with provisions by the 
government, gratis, such as meat ami rice, but he has to 
pay for Ins arrack, It is cookboy, lircad, vegetables, washing, 
barber, mid carriage; and at the end ofa month, if he has 
three rupees coming to him, it is tlie very most, '['lie Sea- 
poy is furnished with rice at a certain standard price, and 
his wants, generally speaking, arc as two to five, to those of 
a European. It cannot he said thai the indulgence above 
ex tended to the Light corps, is granted them because they 
are the only marching corps in tlie army; the Royal Scots 
have for the last nine years been marching mile for mile 
with them ; so have lately the M. E. II. and ihe European 
Light Hatmlion in the southern iMahratta country. Many 
of thusc men, harassed almost to death, and driven to despair, 
have quitted the ranks, and shot themselves. We perceive 
the Madras Government ottering a bounty to old men of H. 
M. corps of 170 rupets, to enter ihe Company's service ; now 
U-nsums of that amount, or 200/. annually, would in England 
purchase warm clothing and blanketing, that would cer- 
tainly preserve to us the lives of 100 Europeans, far beyond 
the present term of their general run of years. 
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the Commissariat department, and the deduc- 
tions now made for the surgeons be carried 
from the pay of the men to the side of govern- 
ment; which will be fully equal to the charges 
necessarily incurred. The Medical line might 
still retain lheiv allowances iov medicines, &c. ; 
hut, 'M a general remark to all public branches, 
there should he no room left for any possible 
collusion between men's interests and their 
duties; particularly in cases so nearly affecting 
tin* highest calls of humanity and public ex- 
pediency. Wo should soon perceive the good 
effects of mi arrangement of this kind, in the 
paucity of our European sick, and the decrease 
from three to lour in the hundred annually in 
the mortality, telling so heavily in the present 
system against the European troops in the field 
hi India. Kvery Vield Hospital, north of the 
Kistnah, or at all in exposed or hilly situations, 
should he furnished with a good blanket, flan- 
nel or serge jacket and trowscrs, for each sick 
man, with a warm night-cap. These simple 
and cheap comforts to the men will prove 
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better in and against sickness, bowel complaints, 
&c. than all the medicines that can be thrown 
into them. No matter what the season is, 
hot, or cold, wet or feverish; the European 
soldier is sent off with his corps or detach- 
ment provided by the government with tent- 
age alone; no carriage for his baggage or family ; 
no warm clothing in the shape of bedding, &c. 
allowed (not even straw), he rests upon the 
ground, wet or dry, and can but at best protect 
himself from damp, or the myriads of insects 
that torment him, by throwing up a small 
mound around his birth, and adding some 
straw or grass. If he is unwell, he is sent to 
the hospital, and stripped of his warm jacket, 
and furnished with the hospital dress, composed 
of folds of blue cotton cloth; the trowsers, 

night-cap, and bedding the same. He under- 
i - 
h\ goes possibly a course of mercury, or some such 

process of medicine. He, lies extended on the 
cold ground, no bed-place or plank being al- 
lowed, and he thus continues under his hospital 
'egimen, until lie is cured; but how seldom is 
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that the case! and of the many wlio enter a 
Field Hospital, how few ever return! We have 
seen a field of battle, and we have seen some of 
our own Field Hospitals, and the contrast of dis- 
tress was deplorable on the side of the latter. 
In the former it is chance of war, and what we 
must look to in our profession; but in the latter, 
the wretched rows of Europeans stretched out 
on the cold and naked ground, under fevers, 
&c. and these moving off by two and three 
a day to their graves, solely through want of 
comfortable clothing and nourishing diet, is 
what humanity cannot reflect on without shud- 
dering. We fancy as much depends upon the 
warm and secure condition in which a patient's 
body is kept from damp, cold, &c. for the due 
efficacy of medicine, us upon the quality of the 
medicine itself; and we know by our own expe- 
rience and observation, that putting- an unfortu- 
nate man under a course of mercury on a cold 
floor, without bedding or covering, is but hurry- 
ing on the fate of the wretched sufferer. ' 



338 

Closing the .subject of the Army in Inclir 
must likewise make allowance for EL cons 
able deduction, if called to the field, from 
Native corps of cavalry and infantry, allo 
for those on recruiting service, sick, dcscrl 
and a thousand duties that fall in a war to 
tive troops, which would reduce the cfFe 
line of each battalion from 900 to 600 or 
so that from our Native army, cavalry ar 
fautry, 131,400, we could seldom move t( 
field 80,000 ; and this would be the iitmos, 
sibtc stretch, leaving, of course, a certain t 
of troops for the protection and peace o 
interior. That number of Native troops 
be of a relative .value to us in proportic 
they shall be coupled with European trt 
thus, 50,000 Natives, with 12,000 Europ 
would, we are confident, be equal to any ] 
peavi army that could reach India of 5i 
men ; but 20,000 Natives of themselves, 
as they are at present, would have but a 
cliauce of success against half that numb 
an European enemy. Of such vital impon 
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is our European stock and ingredient to the army 
of India : to the numbers, solidity, and compact 
order of which we must ever look with steady 
regard, whether in contests internally or ex- 
ternally. 

Yours, &c. 

CAHNATICUS. 
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General Orders by His KKC the M6st 
' 'Noble the. Governor General. 

Head Quarters, Camp Imleeah, 9lh Dec, 1817. 
HIS Excellency the Most -Noble the Gover- 

separate dwismsa^ ^^^ ., pleased _. to 



., 
engaged ^^ p which 



rules 



and usages -ofHis Majesty's:serv,c C 
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The Governor-General is pleased to deter- 
mine, that all captured horses deemed /it for 
army purposes, or for the stud, shall be set 
apart and reserved for the service of govern- 
ment; and commanding officers of divisions 
are directed to authorize immediate payment to 
the captors, at the regulation prices, for all such 
horses duly approved by a committee of com- 
petent officers. 

(Signed) J. YOUNG, 

Secretary to the Governor- Gen. 
Military Department. 



General Orders by His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor-General. 

Head Quarters, Camp Koolurjc, on 
theTerrai, 8th April, 1818. 

His Excellency the Most Noble the Gover- 
nor-General, anticipating the sanction of the 
Crown and of the Honourable Company, is 
pleased to order and direct, that all lawful prize, ' 
captured since the 20th of October 1817, from 
the Powers now or lately at war with the British 
Government, shall be distributed at the earliest 
possible period among the several armies, divi- 
sions, and corps of His Majesty's service, or of 
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the three Presidencies, cngagedin the combined 
operations of the campaign in Hindoostan and 
the Dcckan, under the general command of the 
Most Noble the Commamlev-m-Chief in India. 
His Excellency accordingly authorizes the 
Most Noble the Commaudcr-in-Chief to cause 
Prize Agents to be named, and the distribution 
to be made conformably to the usages oi' the 
British service in similar cases. In the common 
prize-fund will be included 'all sums awarded, or 
to be awarded, as valuation or' guns and stores 
taken or destroyed by any division or portion 
of' the general force employed during the war. 
The Most Noble die Commam!cr-in-Chicf will 
be pleased to direct, that all proceeds of prize 
already realized be paid forthwith into the hands 
of the officers in charge of the pay departments 
with the several armies or divisions, who will 
grant quadruplicate receipts for the amount, 
one copy of which will be retained by the per- 
son depositing the money, and by the officer 
under -whose authority the deposit shall he made ; 
and two .will be sent to the Military Secretary, 
to the Conmiandev-iivCliief, of which one will 
he deposited in His Lordship's office, and the 
other transmitted to the oflice of the Secretary 
to Government "in the military department. 
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All prize property not yet sold, or that may' 
be captured hereafter, will be delivered over to 
the Commissariat department with the capturing 
division, and will he there disposed of to the 
best advantage for the benefit of the troops, or 
appropriated, at a fair valuation to be acquiesced 
in by the Commanding Officer, for the use of 
Government, similar receipts being granted for 
the amount 

If any proceeds, of' prize or prize-money shall 
have already been divided by any corps or divi- 
sions of the armies in the field, the Governor- 
General directs, that an exact account of the 
same, and of the manner of its distribution, may 
be rendered by the Commanding Officer to the 
Commander-iii-Chief, or Prize Agents, in order 
that the quota already shared by euch individual 
may be deducted from the dividend which shall 
ultimately be assigned to him out of the general 
fund. 

Doubts having arisen how far the provisions 
of the General Order of the 9th December last 
are to be considered as applicable under the 
more regular character which the campaign has 
assumed since that period, the Governor-General 
takes this opportunity of declaring that General 
Order to he in full force in regard to booty 
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captured from the Pinclarrees only, but no other 
description of prize. All property lawfully cap- 
tured from the troops of any Power at war with 
the British Government, although Piwlarreu. 
forces may have been mixed with such troops 
iu action, is to he considered as falling within 
the provisions of the General Order now pro- 
mulgated. 

(Signed) J. YOUNO, 

Secretary to the Cor. Gen. 

Military Department. 
A .true Copy. 

(Signed) GEO. CAOELL, 

A. A. General. 



Camp at Rajapoor, May 5th, 
The Committee being assembled for the uur- 
'posc of consulting regarding property lately 
discovered in the town of Nassuck to a very 
considerable amount, determine on the follow- 
ing resolutions. 

The Committee, contemplating the nature 
in which the jewels, &c. &c. have fallen into 
the possession of Captain Briggs, do not hesi- 
tate in declaring it to be their opinion, that 
it resulted entirely from the information given 
in the President's letter, dated the 21st ultimo, 
and the rapid and successful operations of the 
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troops mirier the command of Licut.-colcmel 
M'Dowell. 

The surrender of (10) forts, together with the 
several towns, to the Scbunclies of the Civil 
authority, can only be attributed to the pre- 
sence of the regular troops employed in con- 
quering the country; in support of which the 
following is a strong instance: 

During the offensive operations against Trim- 
.bnck, Captain Briggs detached a party of Se- 
bimdics with a Killedar to take possession of 
the fort of Wajeera. The Killedar continued 
to fire upon Captain Briggs's party until Trim- 
buck had fallen, when Wajeera, with several 
other forts, immediately solicited the protection 
of the British Government. 

Considerations of the Prize Committee, in sup- 
port of their claims to the jewels, &c. &c. in 
question; should any doubt arise as to its nol 
being the -just and lawful prize property o\ 
the troops employed in subduing the iiuthoritj 
of Badjce Row, and his adherents in arms 
against the British government. 

1st. The total inability of the present in- 
creased number of Se bundles, under Captau 
Briggs, to have forced even the weakest of th( 
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22 forts that have surrendered* m consequence 
of the operations of the detachment. 

2nd. The force or reputation of our arms, 
nud our vicinity to Nassuck, enabled Captain 
Briggs's peons to proceed in advance of the 
detachment, and establish the Civil authority in 
the town. 

3rd. The improbability that even an open 
town like Nassuck would have yielded to a 
much stronger detachment of irregulars, than 
that sent on by Captain Briggs, when it is a 
known fact, that part of the garrison of Trim- 
buck only quitted the town the day that Col. 
M'Dowell's detachment encamped there. 

4th. That positive resistance has not hitherto 
been considered necessary to entitle the detach- 
ment to public property, is exemplified in the in- 
stances of UnkieTunkie,Imleego, and Doorubf. 
. 5th. That Nassuck was capable of resistance, 
that is, it contained troops, and treasures of 
killedars and adherents of Badjee Row. 

* Unkie-Tunkie, Rajdior, Imleego, Doorub, Trimbock, 
Hurruz, Wajeera, Rowley gew, Sownye, Eywuua, Achola, 
Marumdah, Kowla, Jowla, Charcumah, Caldher, Hutger, 
Ramchaizc, Curwarra, Bascurgur, Jingurrah, Ireujulwarry. 

f Nassuck and many other towns are now occupied \>y 
the Secbundies ot'lhc Civil aulhotity. 



348 



A PPKNJHX. 



6th. That the object of this force, is to sub- 
due and take possession of this part of the 
country, and by attaining which, the detach- 
ment is Fully entitled to the Sircar property, 
that by established custom falls to the con- 
querors. 



Terms of the Surrender of the Fort of Singhur. 

Camp near Singhur, March 2, 1818. 

Ham CLmnder Choudry consents to surrender 
the Port of Siughur to Brigadier-General Pritz- 
ler on the following conditions: 

1st As soon as an officer on the part of the 
General shall reach the gateway, it shall be made 
over to him. 

2d. The- garrison shall inarch out with their 
arms and their private property. The Arabs 
and Gosaions shall proceed to Ellichpore, and 
shall not take service, nor enter into any in- 
trigues on their road. Hostages shall be given 
for the observance of this article, Acbeans on 
the part of the Arabs and two Hahunts on the 
part of the Gosaions. Passports in the name of 
the British Government shall be furnished, and 
Hircarrahs sent to accompany the Arabs and 
Gosaions to Ellichpore; on the return of the 
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Hircarrahs, the hostages shall be released, bin 
should the Arabs and Gosaions not proceed to 
EUichpore, or should they enter into any service, 
or any intrigues on the way, the hostages shall 
suffer death. The Mahrattas of the garrison shall 
give two hostages to be kept a month for their 
not entering into any service, hut returning 
quietly to their homes. All persons shall be liable 
to search in removing their private property. 

3d. The Chowdry and his Carcoans and other 
servants shall not be obstructed in removing 
their private property. 

4th. All property belonging to Badjee Row, 
or his chiefs, or their dependants, or to bankers, 
or Ryots, shall be made over untouched to any 
person commissioned by the General to receive 
it; if it should appear that any part of it is re- 
moved by the garrison, or by the Chowdry him- 
self or his people, the Chowdry shall be bound 
to make it good, and to answer for the breach 
of the capitulation. v 

(Signed) TUKOP'. PRITZLER, 

Camp near Singhur, March 2, 1818. Brfeflrffcr-Crwro/. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) THEQF'. PIITZLIB. 
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Gamp near Poonab, May If, 1818. 
Si)', 

I have the honour to inclose copies of various 
letters that have passed between General Dove- 
ton, Captain Briggs; Colonel M'Dowell, and the 
Prize Agents in Khandeish, and myself, regarding 
soine treasure found at Nassuck. The property 
alluded to was lodged in a fort in Gungtorvy, 
belonging- to. the Agent of Roop Ram Chovuhy. 
When Liugen surrendered, the Agent ordered 
his other forts to be made over to" us, and 
warned the persons entrusted with the .treasure 
to'remove it ; they did so, and concealed it in a 
private house in Nassuck ; but the place of its 
concealment becoming known to the .Agent, 
he conceived himself at liberty to disclose it to 
me j I immediately .wrote a minute description 
of the place where the treasure was hidden to 
Captain Brjggs, who managed with much sa- 
gacity and address to secure the whole j the 
value is said by the Choudry's Agent to he 76 
lacs of rupees, but, independent of the chance 
of exaggeration, the- property (being chiefly 
jewels) is not of a description likely to sell for 
its full value. 

It is necessary to mention that the occupation 
of Nassuck by Captain Briggs's Sebuudies was 
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reported to me in a letter dated 10th of April 
last: the detachment was then only at, or near 
Rajdicr, and did not reach Nassuck till" the 20th 
or 21st of that mouth. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. ELPHINSTON. 

To John Adam, ]isq. &c. &c. 
A true Copy, 

(Signed) 



Statement taken on the 3d May, 1818, regard- 
ing- the circumstances which led to the occu- 
pation of the Town of Nassuck, and the dis- 
covery afterwards in that place of jewels and 
treasure belonging to Badjee Row, said to he 
of the value of seventy-six lacs of rupees. 
WHEN the detachment I command moved 
towards the Gungtorry province, beginning of 
last April, Captain Briggs, who was directed 
to act under the Hon. Mr, Elphinstone, sole 
Commissioner for the settlement of the territory* 
conquered from the Peishwah, applied to me 
for 300 auxiliary horse, to send forward with 
some Sebundies to summon and take possession 
of Nassuck. 



3.V2 



The surrender of Unkic Tunkic, on tlie 6th 
of this month, and the approach of the detach- 
ment, as well as the appearance of the horse 
and Sebutulies, induced the inhabitants of that, 
town to take protection. After the fall of 
Rajdier the evacuation in consequence of I wine, 
Dhoorup, and some other hilt-forts of less note, 
the detachment marched towards Trimbuck, 
and on the 19th encamped within a mile of 
Nassuck, where it remained for two days; during 
this time the Prize Committee gained positive 
information that property to a very large amount 
belonging to Badjee Row was concealed in the 
town. 

Major Andrews, the President, applied to me 
to be permitted to search for it, I sent this letter 
to Captain Briggs, who wrote in reply that lie 
coultl not allow a search withoxit permission of 
the sole Commissioner; this was on the 21st of 
April. 

Meantime I marched the detachment to the 
siege of Trimbuck; after the fall of that fortress, 
on the 29th, I returned to the neighbourhood of 
Nassuck : a't this time an answer to Major An- 
drews's application for making the search was 
anxiously looked for. 

On the 1st of May Captain BrJggs requested 
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to speak with inc. He told me he had just receiv- 
ed a letter of great consequence from the lion. 
Mr. FJphinstonc, on the subject of- concealed 
treasure belonging to Badjee Row in the town 
of Nassuck; he then read that part of the letter 
which mentioned the street and house where it 
was hidden, as well as the name of the man 
who had charge of it. After some conversation 
regarding the best place to secure -it, it was 
agreed that I should take a party of pioneers, 
and a detachment of Seapoys, and go early next 
morning with Captain Briggs into Nassuck. 
Shortly after, I took Captain Briggs aside, and 
told him the Seapoys and pioneers would be 
ready at Gunfire: he then said he would first 
ascertain, by going in by himself, if the man 
was in the town, and afterwards would write to 
me to bring in the pioneers and Seapoys. 

He accordingly went in next morning, and 
in the course of the clay I received a note from 
Captain Briggs saying that he could not gain 
any information regarding the man, but added, 
it will be as well to send in the pioneers and 
Seapoys : I ordered them off", and as it was late, 
I recommended that guards should be placed 
over the house during- the night, and that 1 
should be with him early next morning. 

2 A 
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I accordingly went in, and found that t 
jewels, &c. had been dug npdunng the n,g- 
and secured by the regular troops of the deta, 

m niien called on Captain Briggs, who rela 
"the circumstances and particulars, and told 
It the same time, that silver art.cle. to 
amount of 12,000 rupees had also been cb 

vered with the Nassuck jeweVancl that tl. 
articles had been brought mto Nassuck fio 
hill-fort, a dependency of Tnmbuck. He 
.equest^l I wonld send a money iumb 
lo d CTe the treasure, which I did, and aftow 
detached a company under an European of 
to escort it to camp. 
. '" (Signed) ANDEEAV 

Liet.-Col. Commanding del. Hyd. 
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-Ameer Khun, .surrenders his artillery, 13*. completely hum- 
bled, 273. 

Amtthutir, surrender of, 2+1. fort described, 2+3. 
Appa Sahib, TUjah of Herat, defeat of, +2. duplicity of, 235. 
ni-rcstcd, ib. escapes, 236. narrowly escapes from being 
retaken, 2-17. harboured at Asserghur, 248. a fugitive, 
271,273. Sec ffagpon. 

drabs, nsttiult on the British at Seetabultlce, 37. defence of 
Nagpoi-0,40 ; terms granted to, 60. conduct at Corygawm, 
70. at Talnair, HO, 149-153. will nolsufler iheir arms to 
be forcibly wested from tbern, 151. conduct at Mallt- 
ga\vm, 105, 204 ; terms granted to, 214 ; their insolence 
alSuratj 214. Arabs with the Peishwali di-persed, '233. 
barbarity to a detachment under Capt. Sparla-s, 235. con- 
duct, at Amulnair, 24I-24-3. at Asserghur, 2o7, 258. tbeif 
clmrActer, 264. summary of their services, 2fiS. 
Army, rcgitiar, and irregular troops of our Allies, contrasted, 

124.' 

Anny of India, remarks on, and suggestions for the improve- 
ment of, 200-339. medical departments 1-337. 
Astiicn, nciiou at, 155, 156. 

Asswgtiur t Appa Sahib andCheetoo hiirbourctl at, 2 1-7. fruit- 
less endeavours to displace tlic Killedar, 243-251. fort 
descril>c'd,25l. siege, 255. surrendered, '2Qi, 263, want 
of European officers atthe siege, 315. 
Auntngzebe, Emperor, expedition lolhe Deckan,99- 
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Sacf/ee How t the Peishwah, misunderstanding with Ihe Rt 
tlent, 53- sanctioned a murder by TrJmbiH'Jfjei', 54- ; : 
plncetl a force under him after his escape, 57. compel 
to assign territory according to ihc treaty of Basseln, 
excites the neighbouring states to hostility, 59, 
desires European troops to be withdrawn, <i1. hostilii 
commenced by, (VI. opportunity of bringing him to aiu 
lust, 66, i7. forsakes his capita!, 08. his indignation 
his failure atCorygawm, 73. Ins army under Gocklah 
feated HI Ashtee, 155, |5G. treasure of his taken at Is 
suck, 177, 187,345, 350,351 ; at Singhur, 347. his skil 
evading pursuit, 228. his cmnp surprised &.c. 230. pla 
himself in the handsof the British, 232, 273. See Pooi 
Bahauderpore, fort of, surrendered, 2-1-4-. 

or Hill-robbers, 140-142. 

, Capt. C'ivil commissioner for settlement of redu 
countries, 103. refused lo permit a search for Ha< 
Row's property atNassuck, 177. his conduct respcci 
the seizure of that property, 187, 350, 351'; the prop( 
claimed by the Prizn Committee, 345. his comluc 
Malligawm, SIQ-214-; on the capture of Trimbuckjee 
his property, 221. 

British government in India, advance of, 278, 279, 281, ' 
necessity of a reformation of the Native army for its? 
port, and means suggested, 205-322. 
~Bulinck&, remarkable docility of, 91. 

Camp-followers, necessity of restricting their numbers, ] 

132. 
Caves of FJlora, description of, 158. probable modi 

xvhich they were executed, ItiO. 
Chandah, reduction of, 329. 
Cheetoo, a celebrated Pindarfte leader, defeated and 

property taken, 135, !36. narrow escape of, 247. ki 

by a tiger, 272. 
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Chinese, dispersion of tlie Scriptures among useless, 28(5. 

Cttoleia morbus, miserable efl'ects of, 217. 

Christianity, compulsory propagation of it in India impoli- 
tic, and not likely to succeed, 283,284-, 287, 

Company's European troops, remarks on, 291. all. appoin- 
nH.'m.f ah Quid not, be confined to the Company's European 
officers, 318-320. 

Cornioullis, Marquis, administration of, 14-15. 

Coiygawm, action with the Arabs at, 70-75. 

Denies, I.ieut., his plan of attack on "Rajdler, 170, 172; on. 

TrimbucU, 178; Malligawm, 194. his gallant death, 196. 
Doveton, Gen., defeat of ihe Rajah near Nagporu, 4-2 ; 

averse to the terms granted to the Arabs, 49. closu pursuit 

of liailjcc How, 230. decisive conduct to the Kiliedar of 

Asscrgliur, 263. 

Elphi'astoii, Hon. Mr., Resident at Poonah, disagreement 
with the Peislnvah, .53. conduct in the insurrection, 01- 
64-, 07, 69. letter respecting property found tit Nassuck, 

' 350. 

European officers, necessity of in the Native corps, 292. the 
great want of them of late years, and remedy suggested, 
3)0-322, 325,320. instances of absence from 1st JVJadras 
infantry, 312. the officers engaged in other employments, 
312,314-. 

Explosion of our magazine before Aise'rgliur, 259. a former 
instance, 2GO. 

Field Hospitals, want of necessary comforts in, 335-337, 
Fitzgerald, Capt. spirited conduct of, 40. 
Fraser, Lieut.-col. his death, 257. 
French power in India, annihilated, 8, 9, 

Gilpee Amnair taken, 24-5, 24-6. 
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Gocklah, killed in the iictioiiut Ailitcu, 155, 150. Account of 

him, 567. 

Godafeiy river, rise anil course of, 184, 185. 
Gospel, dispersion of translations of parts of among the Na- 

tives useless, 285. 

Hustings, Marquis of, commencement of his administration, 
CO. new organization of the Mahratta states, 21. opera- 
limis determined against the Pindarrces, 33. dissatisfied 
n-ith the terms granted to the Arabs at Nagporc, 50. com- 
pels the Peishwuh to fulfil the treaty of Bassein, 58. dis- 
approved of the rutirRinent of the army from Ilurdah, 97. 
compelled the Mysore cavalry to restore captured pro- 
prrty, 123. approval of the- afiair at Talnair, l?fl. benefi- 
cial result of his measures, 273. 

JUndiu, fort of, taken, ( J8. 

Hindoo devotee, sacrificed to his superstition, 89. character 
of the Hindoo, 237, 238. 

Hindustan, oppressed state of under its native rulers, 4. 

Jlithf), Sir T., visit to the Nizmn, 80. his conduct in the 
afF.uratTalDiiir, 143. 

J/M Mujesly's Troo/uinlndia,29l,317. officers should not 
be excluded from all appointments, 319. the troops not so 
uell ntlendud to, as Native troops, 333. 

Holkar's court, proceedings at, 101-105. his army defeated 
at Muliidpore, 109-117. his regalia and jewels captured, 
121. Hollur placed under protection of the British, 133. 
tombs of the Holkar family, 138. the Holkar artillery, 208. 

Huskisson, Col. his decisive conduct to the Arabs, 242. 
l, insurrection at, intended, 138. 



Indore, fertility of the neighbouring country, 137. descent 

of the Indore ghaut, 139, 140. 
Irregular horse of our Allies, 328. 
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Java, plots of Native ofiicuis at, 30S. bravery of Javanese 

ami Madurese, 32U. 

Jenkins, Mr., Resident al Xagpore, conduct of, 37, 42, 40., 50. 
Jesiutini Row, Killeditr of Asscrghur, harbours Appa Sahib 

and Chcctno, 2V7. artful conduct of, 24-S-2&). surrenders 

the fort, '202, 263. 

Light Coin's, in) v ii la ge of, in desultory war fart, J57. 



cll) Col. terms; granted by lo Malligawm Arabs, 208. 

&c. his statement of llic occupation of Nassuck, and 

seizure of properly ;it, U5). 

Madras, alarm ;it, from the Piudarrees, 29, 30. constant ap- 

' prehension at, of the treachery of theSeapoys,SO^-30't. 

Rfnhidpare, defeat of Molkar's rtrmy at, V09-! 17. \vnntof 

iN'acive o (licers at,.? to. defect 1 ? tntlte Medical department, 

,132. 
Mahraitft Stntes t or^anixntion of their ttrrilorics, 21, 2'2. 

espertncsrt of the Main-atlas as horsemen, and conduct in 

the field, 77,78. 
Mahratlft fiml Phulurree Campaign, general observations on, 

272. 
Malcolm, SirJo/iM, proceedings of his detachment, 00,97. 

conduct to the Bhyc, 101, U'2. 1 tiiePeishwahgwes himself 

up to, 23'J ; conduct 10 the Arabs in his service, 233. 

measures to displace the Kill edar nf Assergluir, 24-8,250. 

interview with Gocklah, 267. 
llfalligawm, fortress of t 188. deceitful conduct of the Ktlle- 

dar, 189,211,212. fort descvibed, 190. operations against, 

and sunx-nder, 19.0-208, lenns grnnled ID the Arabs, 203, 

209 ; turn out and ground their arms, 21 ] ; their conduct 

at Surat, 2H. 
Mallyghur, the lower work of Asserghur, 253, attack of, 

259, 261. 
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Medical department, deficiencies in, 84-, 331-337. 

Minto, Lord, administration of, 10. 

Missionaries, iheii zetil misapplied, 284-, 280. , the Malacca 

missionary, 280. anecdote of au American missionary, 

289. 

Momoora river, overflowing of, 81. 
Mundeluh, reduction of, 329. 
Mnnro, Gen. his attack on Shulapore, '227. 
Murray } Hon. col. proceedings of'the detachment under, 81. 

dreadfully wumulud at Tain-air, 14U, 150. 
Mysore caratry , properly captured by at Malmlpoie,. 121 . 

their want of discipline, iiml extreme rapacity, 1 24- 129. 

Nugporc, (the capital oflieiai Kajah,) duplicity of that state, 
35. force at, 3(5. attack on the British at, 37. defeat of the 
Rajah near, 42. the city stormed without success, 46. sur- 
rcinlcred, 4-9. See Appa Sahib. 

Nanderc, inundation ;U a 88. Hindoo devotee drowned, 89. 
natives excellent swimmers, 00. 

Nnrbitdtltt riser, its appearance at Himlia, OS. 

Nassuck, permission to scared for Badjee Row's property at, 
refused, 177. the town and palaces, 185. ti dctacliment 
detained to secure the properly, 187. resolutions, &c. of 
the Prize Committee, respecting propr.rty found there, 
345. letter of Mr. Elphinslon on the subject, 350. state- 
ment of circumstances -which led to the occupation and 
seizure of the property, 351. 

Native Princes, ffeeri from their licentious armies, 274-. cha- 
racter of the Native governments, 275, 280. their feeble 
capacities, 294. will be always ready to rise against us, 
200. 

JVam'M f-f India, benefits resulting to them from the success 
of our measures, 274-, 277, 282. oppression before expe- 



IN HEX. 361 

rienced by them, 275. compulsory propagation ofChris- 
tianity would be impolitic, 283. their superstitions riles, 
being permuted, will gradually fall of themselves, 283- 
280. thisir character, W3/294-, 296, 297. 
Natiic Army, view the Arabs with terror, 285. inefficiency 
of, and necessity of wuciUng, 260/270, 3 W2T . a hardier 
race, without an intermediate class of officers, recom- 
mended, 2fi7,323. defects of the Native army, 292. no 
firm reUance lone placed on ihcm.298-302. apprehensions 
of their treachery at Madras, 303. advantage of instructing 
them, 30*, 305. the great want of European officers in, 
and remedy suggested, 310, 322, 325, 326. 
Nathc Officers, remarks on, necessity of instructing, and plan 

for improving, 302-308. 
ffattes, Ensign, death of, 20V, 
Nizam, Sir T. Hislop's visit to the, 80. 

Pattisoii, I.ieut , death of, 73. 

Pindarrces, devastations of, 3, 17. iheir increased numbers, 
9.3, 24. mode of warfare, and terror excited by, H5-31. 
checked, 31, 32. operations commenced against them, 
33. their dextrous horsemanship, 108. dispersed and 
completely checked, 135, 138. 

Poonah, (state of the Peishwah,) duplicity of, 35. OK, Bl , 
30 ambassailor murdered at, *3. action at, 03. falls into 
the hands of the British, 68. See BaJjec Ko^. 
Fri Committee appoinie^iai. resolutions, ftc. rcspect.ng 

property discovered atNassuck, 34-5. 
pL property, general .rders rc, P cctu, g , 18IT .and 818, 
S +l!34i.. property taken by the Mysore -airy at* 
hidpore. &c. .21, 1. P-P-ty taken atLnk 
W8 N.*k. 1 87 . property of Trimbuckjee 
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Rajdter, fort of, summoned, Id8. described, 10y, attacked, 

170. surrendered, \T2, 173. sudden explosion, 173. 
Ram Chunder Choitdry t surrender of Singhur, 34-8. 
fiampoora, fort of, captured, 13-k 
Regular corps of our Allies, 328. 
Russell brigade, services of, 329. 

Sdndenh, dismisses his predatory troops, 134-. orders the 
Killedar of Asserghur tn bt: displaced, 2-1-8. completely 
humbled, 273. 

Seapoys, shot, intrepid conduct of, 246, remarks on the cha- 
racter of, 298-302. instances of their defection and inef- 
ficiency, 298-302. constant apprehensions of their trea- 
chery at Madras, 302. 

SetbtinJees, 328, 329. 

Stttabuldee, smart attack on the Residency by the Arabs, 37. 

Seik College, visit to, S.S. missile weapon used by described, 
87. 

Sentiwah, fort of } surrendered , H'2. 

Scringapatam, bullock farm at, 91. 

SAem'/T, Lieut., his conduct at Malligamn, 210, 21 1. 

Stiotapore, capture of, by Gen. Munro, '227-230. 

Singhur, fort of, terms of the surrender of, 31B. 

Sparkes, Caj)t. gallant attack by, 235. 

Slaunton, Capt., action at Corygiiwm, 70. 

Surat authorities, alarmed by the Malligawm Arabs, 214. 
Arab merchants settled at, 21fi. 

Swanston t Capt. takes Tninbuekjee prisoner, 221-223. 

Talnair, fort of, the Killedar summoned to surrender, 143. 
the fort described, 144. account of the attack and capture 
of, HQ-154-. the Killedar shot, 151-154.. allusion to, 210. 
320. 
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Tents ill adapted for European troops, 2+1. 

Thermometer, above the ghauts and in the low country, 139, 

140. 

Tigers, ferocity of, 94, 254. 
Toolsie Bltye, lier negotiations with SlrT. llislop, 101-10.5. 

murdered, 106. 
Travuncore mutiny, 303, 309. 
Trimbitck, fort of, described, 178. attacked, 181, surren- 

deis, 183. 
Trimbuckjce Dangliu, murder committed by 54. his escape 

from confinement, ib. 55. supported by the Peislnvah,57. 

taken prisoner, and his property seized, 221, 223. 

Vcliorc, mutiny at, 303, 3-20. 

Unkie-Tunkie, fort of, surrend&ced, 163, rtescvibcd, 104-168. 

Wellestey, Marquis of, poiicy of his administration, 1 -1 4, 5iV 
anecdote of, Ifi. 



